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Greeting from the Chairperson

Minato International Association (MIA) carries out wide-
ranging cross-cultural activities and provides assistance to
foreign residents of Minato, which hosts the embassies of
more than eighty countries and where foreigners from over
130 countries live.

MIA also works with embassies to organize country
introduction days that present a selected country’s
history, culture, tourism and industry to attendees. We
held two such events in 2014 featuring Switzerland and
Kazakhstan.

We will continue to pursue opportunities such as these
to expand cross-cultural interaction with people from
around the world.

In recent years, more and more foreign tourists have
visited Japan. We, MIA, would like to make an effort
to show people around the world not only the history
and culture of Minato City, but also the way of life and
hospitality in Japan from North to South. It is important to
experience these things first-hand.

Kaoru Kanetaka. Chairperson,
Minato International Association
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We are in our sixth year since MIA became an
independent organization.

If you take the meaning of international exchange at face
value, it will signify something along the lines of “making
friends with foreigners.”

However, genuine international exchange does not
arise unless we understand the profound meaning that
the phrase holds. We would end up deteriorating into a
mere event production company. Foreigners lead lives that
are no different from those of Japanese, but they have
different cultures and backgrounds. Now that twenty two
years have passed, MIA must pursue even higher goals,
seeking what is imbued in international exchange via other
cultures and interaction with people.

Yoshiya Mikami. Chief Director,
Minato International Association
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We are now recruiting new members who are interested in
international exchange and would like to participate in the
planning of MIA events. Please contact us for more information.

Annual membership fees
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BARE 3,000 Individual: ¥ 3,000
RE=8 5,000  Family: ¥ 5,000
HFE=E 15,000  Group: ¥ 15,000
EARE 30,000  Corporation: ¥ 30,000
FERE 1,500  Student: ¥ 1,500
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Volunteer members are key to MIA’s activities. Executive
committees are set up for each event and the committee members
are involved in that event from planning to execution. In addition to
the events introduced in this issue of Kiteki Issei, MIA has programs to
support Japanese language learning such as Let’s Chat in Japanese
and Japanese Conversation Partner, and a lecture/discussion series in
English called Let’s Rediscover Japan. We look forward to seeing you
at these events.
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MIA's ACTIVITY REPORT
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Our hiking
event in Kamakura
was held on May
31 under summer-
like skies. The
course included
the hidden scenic
spots of Banbagayatsu and Shishimaino-tani. A total of 45 people—32
Japanese and 13 foreigners—participated in the event.

After a 15-minute bus ride from Kamakura Station, we started our hike
at Juniso Shrine. From there, we walked along a narrow path through a
residential area, and suddenly found ourselves in the woods. Eventually
we emerged on the Tenen hiking course, which we followed up Mt.
Ohira, Kamakura’s highest mountain. After lunch near the top, we hiked
down Shishimaino-tani, heading for Kakuonji Temple, where the chief
priest was kind enough to act as guide for our one-hour visit. The group
broke up at the bus stop near Kamakuragu Shrine.

Everyone enjoyed the great hiking course and beautiful weather in
Kamakura, and the trip ended safely, with no injuries.

SWISSDAYmm 2 1 2 7. —

Held on June 21, Switzerland Day was the 43rd A Day to Present a
Country program co-sponsored by an embassy and MIA. As 2014 marked
the 150th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
Switzerland and Japan, the embassy requested that we hold the event this
year.

The hall was full, with over 120 guests attending, including Miguel Perez-
La Plante, Head of the Culture and Public Affairs section, VIPs and other
diplomatic personnel.

After showing a recent sightseeing video, there was an explanation of
various events commemorating the anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Switzerland and Japan. Performances by a
string trio and an orchestra sextet, both composed of students from the
Zurich University of the Arts, were highly acclaimed.

Guests partook of the delicious Swiss raclette and wine, chatting and
enjoying the congenial atmosphere.

Kiteki Issei (Minato International Association News) 2015 Issuve @ 3
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On September 27,
two buses carrying
83 participants from
Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
the Philippines,
Bangladesh, Romania,
Chile, France, Burkina Faso, Afghanistan, India, Korea, Greece,
Spain, Thailand, China, Taiwan, Germany and Malaysia, as well
as Japan, departed for our bus hike to Mount Fuiji.

On the way we got caught in a traffic jam, but had an
animated conversation in English and Japanese about the new
linear Shinkansen test facility and our home countries while
enjoying the view of Mt. Fuiji.

Around noon, we finally arrived at Saiko-lyashi-no-Sato-
Nenba and admired the view as we enjoyed our lunches under
the bright, clear sky.

In the experience corner, many of the foreign participants
tried on Japanese armor and kimonos, taking pictures with Mt.
Fuiji in the background.

In Narusawa Hyoketsu (ice cave), those who had been
bothered by the cold at first touched the icicles with interest and
took pictures.

Our last stop was Kitaguchi-Hongu Fuji Sengen Jinja Shrine,
known as the place for worshipping the gods of Mt. Fuiji, and
then we started home.

Although there was not enough time for mountain hiking
due to the traffic jam on our way, we were able to deepen the
exchange among us and talk about the history of Mt. Fuji on this
enjoyable bus hike.

The two-day
Minato Citizens’
Festival was held
on a grand scale
in Shiba Park on
October 11 and 12.

In MIA’s booth, located along the main approach to Zojoji
Temple’s main hall, we performed kami-shibai (picture-story
show) four times each day—twice in English and twice in
Japanese—as we did last year. Our program, the Japanese folk
tale “Kachikachi-yama,” attracted a large audience.

We also offered ring-toss and quizzes in which participants
matched national flags with their countries or guessed the name
of the country from the kanji characters. The games were quite
popular and it was impressive to watch two student members
making origami with children.
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A Day to Present a Country—Kazakhstan

MIA's ACTIVITY REPORT

Kazakhstan Day,
held on November
1, was MIA’s 44th
A Day to Present a
Country program.

PT7SHEDF TRRAODEREZEGL. DHRENE
SRIYPEREIZE. LVARMTORSETEE
FELTHY BRAEHD 7 I (F RRT7DT

About 120 people
participated in this
event, including Mme. Olga Kamaldinova, Kazakhstan's ambassador
to Japan, guests and diplomats. They explained that Kazakhstan has

the largest area among the five countries in Central Asia. Its chief
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industries are its abundant mineral resources such as petroleum,
mining, and cattle breeding on its vast plains. Kazakhstan's largest
city, Almaty, is one of Central Asia’s top-level world-class cities. A

video of the country’s tourist attractions followed.
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Kazakh music and songs performed by university students
enhanced the lively mood in the hall and received loud applause.
As in previous years, the guests chatted amiably as they sampled
Kazakh national foods and beverages specially prepared for the
event by the embassy kitchen.
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Introduction to Japanese Culture—Chikuzen Biwa

As the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics
are approaching, we thought it would be interesting
to rediscover traditional Japanese culture and to
introduce its good points to as many people as
possible. With that in mind we decided to organize
a series of events introducing various aspects of
Japanese culture.

Taking “Discover the spirit and culture of
Japan” as our slogan, we began our program of
introducing Japanese culture in the fall of 2014.
The series of hands-on events has continued on a
regular basis.

The first session, held on November 8 at the
Akasaka Civic Center, introduced Chikuzen biwa.
The master gave a lecture and three musicians
played.

Attendees listened attentively to the performance,
which began with “Nasuno Yoichi,” a passage
from the Tale of Heike. An explanation of the biwa
in Japanese and English followed, and then the
participants were permitted to touch and try to
play the instruments for about an hour. They were
nervous, but excited by the sound of their first
attempt at playing the biwa.

The musical pieces, “Daimotsu Bay” and “The
Death of Atsumori” played by the instructors, softly
serenaded the attendees and ended the session.
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This program was
set up to help foreign
residents live more
comfortably in Minato
City. We conducted
interviews on what foreign
residents found difficult or
inconvenient in their daily

As a result, we found
that foreigners feel
inconvenienced in a wide variety of situations. Japanese people can
obtain information easily from the internet and various websites, but it
is difficult for foreigners as most of the information is only available in
Japanese. Thus, we started Welcome Basket in the fall of 2014 and
have held regular consultations since then. Our volunteer members
use the internet to access information and help foreigners solve
their problems. We will continue to offer support and assistance to
foreigners to make daily life more convenient, in accordance with our
motto, “Welcome to Minato City.”
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Welcome Basket—Welcome to Minato City
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The 5th Minato City Fair of Manufacturing, Commerce, and Tourism

This two-day exhibition was held at Roppongi Hills on
November 21 and 22 in cooperation with local industry. The
wide range of exhibits gave the fair an international flavor. This
event, held every two years at a different venue, is organized
as a collaborative project between Minato City and the
executive committee for the event. Participants in this very
popular event include embassies and a variety of businesses
from the private and public sectors.

This year 19 embassies and government tourist bureaus
exhibited and sold products and crafts that reflected the
character of their countries and offered samples of local
foods and beverages, contributing to international exchange
with visitors. Singing, dancing and magic shows on the stage
were also very popular.
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On November 23, a group of young people gathered
and left in high spirits for Hakone. We walked along under
clear blue skies for a while, looking at the beautiful autumn
leaves, when ahead of us, a vintage building in beautiful
natural surroundings offered our spirited group a warm
welcome. The fresh air and rustic atmosphere led us
back to nature, a pleasure missing from our busy modern
society.

This year’s Youth Discussion program started with
an athletic competition. Members were divided into
impromptu teams. At first, we were awkward, but as we
tried hard to communicate with each other, strong bonds
were formed among team members. We were soon
laughing and cheering each other on. Feeling refreshed
after our team games, we sat down at the table to enjoy the
well-prepared food in happy harmony.

A relaxing soak in the hot spring provided the dessert
for this luxurious full-course day! We relaxed, enjoying the
attractions of Hakone, and the opportunity to chat and get
to know each other better.

This was our 21st annual Youth Discussion event.
The main part of the program is always an all-hands
discussion, and our theme for 2014 was “Values.” As the
participants were from different backgrounds, the way we
expressed our multi-layered values sounded as if we were
an orchestra playing the same symphony with different
scores. The unique sounds issuing from the mouths of
these talented composers created an irregular rhythm, and
the unexpected melody was attractive to all who heard it.

Speakers depended not only on words as a means
of expression, but also used a full range of gestures to
communicate their feelings. Listeners extended their
antennas and put their brains in gear as they tried to catch
the thoughts, emotions and messages being expressed.
Each participant gave his or her all, freed from his or
her nationality or native language as in a game of catch,
to enjoy and make the most of this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

| shared that feeling of complete satisfaction, but the
excitement was still high as the day ended. Unfortunately,
the program ended after just one night. | would like to get
together again with these energetic young people and have
another opportunity to share experiences and remove the
scales from our eyes. | hope that, through this program,
young people can continue to share their overflowing
hopes and dreams with each other.

(Executive Committee Chairman,
World Youth Exchange 2014)



MIAEENER S

MIA's ACTIVITY REPORT

December

BAX LN S | 55 |

6

12 B6HICAANIZBAI iGN E20 [55]
T3 HENSBENEIBE. BETDELEDLY
Fr—ROSHRZRRUIHARESNEL
oo SMEBDERICER BN SDFELLEREAD
BOEM2BDBEREFT(FSLL ZEZDORE
IBREBVELZ. TUTOWEVWKBERAFRTT,
BLBENCFZARZATES L. FOHEFH>HE
Uo<KWTUIED, [SK5EK5] DHIELZEHIF
BEDICBEUIC, TE(F. [P ’7“)V\‘)I/J0)

The second program
in our Introduction
to Japanese Culture
series, “Koto,” was held
on December 6. The
two instructors, invited
from Kamakura, explained the koto’s history and performed several
pieces representative of the various historical periods. After answering
attendees’ questions in detail, the two instructors performed a
wonderful duet that drew enthusiastic applause from the audience.
And then it was time for the hands-on part of the program. Guided by
the instructors, participants were nervous at first, but learned to play
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Our 23rd annual
New Year’s Party S
was held on January
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31 in Baisoin Soshido Hall, in Minami Aoyama.
There were more than 120 participants, including
ambassadors and embassy personnel from
about 10 countries. Attendance by the mayor of
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Minato City and three goodwill ambassadors—
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