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South Wind

A letter from the USA (54) “Home” lost in moving

[February 14, 2008]
I don’t know how many times I moved in my life. 1
used to think, it was my fate that I could not stay one place

long enough to put down my roots.

My parents moved several times when I was growing
up. As a result, I didn’t know for a long time which neigh-
borhood I could call “Home.”

The first home I can remember was already my second
one. When I was in second grade, my father got a new job
and we moved from Chiba City to Kita-ku in Tokyo. 1
remember the day my homeroom teacher called me to the
front of the classroom to say good-bye to my classmates.
Shortly after we moved to Tokyo, I was standing in front of
a classroom saying hello to a group of strangers. This was
my first move I can remember.

Looking for more space, we moved soon again, but this
time the moving was within the same school district, and I
did not have to change schools. However, I had to repeat
the ritual of saying good-bye to my friends in front of the
classroom and saying hello to a group of strangers in front
of another classroom in junior high school when we had to
move to Setagaya-ku because of my father’s transfer to a
different branch office within Tokyo. My family stayed put
until I graduated from high school.

When my parents decided to buy a house instead of
keeping renting a house, we moved to the suburb of Chiba
City. It seemed that my fate of moving was over. I contin-
ued to receive my education in Tokyo, and found
employment in Tokyo,
always commuting from
Chiba. However, when I
thought the long commute
was too much to bear, [
decided to rent myself an
apartment in Tokyo, and
moved out of my parent’s

home.

When I met my husband
who was working at the
American Embassy in
Tokyo, and married him, I
realized that constant
moving was still very much a
part of my life. The mar-
riage not only took me out

of Japan, I ended up with a

Harumi N. STEPHENS

life that required us to move every 2-3 years from one coun-
try to another. We mostly lived in developing countries.
While living conditions were quite different from those I
grew up with, I managed to adapt to the new environment
rather quickly. In each country we were assigned to, some
families at American Embassy were having hard time adjust-
ing to their new environment. While some people find
certain cultures and customs to be difficult to live in, T wel-
comed the challenge of learning unfamiliar cultures,
customs, languages, and even foods. While some cultures
and customs can really make you feel lost sometimes, I
learned that those experiences with hardship can truly turn

into precious memories.

Looking back, I know now that it was a blessing that my
parents moved a lot when I was growing up. While moving
to unfamiliar places and being placed in a classroom full of
strangers can be difficult and stressful at first, I learned

quickly how to make any place “my home.”

My parents moved several years ago from Chiba back to
Tokyo again. My mother passed away shortly after the
move and my father now lives in the neighborhood near the
elementary school I graduated from.  Since then, this
neighborhood where my father lives became the official
home that I go back every year. Every time I return to this
neighborhood to see my father, I think about my first expe-

rience with moving. I am now beginning to feel that I can

call this neighborhood my “Home.”
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PEE TR “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings

include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcomel!

Date:  Saturdays, May 17, June 21 and July12

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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South Wind

Moving with My Parents

My own move was nothing more than a trip with a suit-
case and a rucksack, so I would like to talk about moving

with my parents when I was young;

Our move at that time was simply a change of houses
within the campus of the university where my father taught.
It was such a short distance that it took us ten minutes at
most in a slow-moving van. Though there were a cinema, a
grocery store and a kindergarten on the campus, it was not
moving in the true sense, but a kind of festival for me.
Many friends and relatives came and helped us pack at the

old house and unpack at and warm the new house.

My greatest pleasure was that I could work with my
father as if I were a grownup. When we moved heavy stuff
up the stairs it was well balanced when my father, over 180
centimeters (about six feet) tall, held the bottom and I held
the top. He praised me whenever I helped him. My father
was good at almost everything: he was an electrician,
plumber, city gas man and carpenter. Some times new
neighbors came to ask his help for electric jobs and 1 fol-
lowed my father proudly to their houses.

The heaviest items in our move were my father’s books.
The most interesting to me was “Story of Three Countries.”
My father always told me that I could have it but it was dif-
ficult for a child like me to read the old Chinese characters
and I could only enjoy the illustrations at the beginnings of
the chapters. Finally my mother put the book back on the

shelf and there it stayed until our next move.

About five years ago, my mother moved to my sister’s
house in another country, taking just a small suitcase with
her. It was amazing to me because their characters are

totally opposite. My sister dumps everything old and my

Li Shui

mother picks what my sister throws away up without saying
anything. My mother saved a lot of stuff but not all of it
was her own; much of it was stuff my sister and I had
“rejected” and left behind. She wanted to keep some things
for her future grandchildren. My mother bought things as
if she were preparing for a major disaster. Once, when 1
was a university student, she bought me an expensive coat
but it was so unfashionable that I never wore it. That coat

—still brand new—is still sleeping in a drawer at her home.

My mother was a genius at making new friends wher-
ever we moved, so I got a stiff neck greeting all of them all
when I visited her. Some former neighbors came to leave
keys with my mother even though they no longer lived
nearby. When my mother went out on the campus, she
never came home on time because she was always chatting
with her friends along the way. Though they did not have
TVs or newspapers, they seemed to have their own commu-
nications network and their own talk shows—Iike on TV.
They shared all kinds of information, from shopping and
prices to family matters, such as whose son entered which
school or whose daughter married whose son and so on.
Some old women even came to ask her help with their mari-

tal crises.

When I compare my move with that of my parents, I
can find nothing memorable about it. There are more than
300 households in our condominium but we don’t even
know our neighbors on the same floor. There should have
been something interesting about our move, but I couldn’t
find anything. That is why I wrote about my parents’ move

rather than my own.

[Translated by: T. NITTA]
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HAGETahi 9% “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

HICSH
% pr:

Date:  Saturdays, May 17, June 21 and July12
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and

have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting,
Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanese!! Feel free to join us.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Every Direction of the World (7) The Days with Daigoro

[March 2, 2008]
Around ten years ago we had a cat, Daigoro by name.

We found that stray cat in the parking lot of our apart-
ment house in late fall. Half of his body was white, and the
other half was black. My wife and I called him Daigoro for
no particular reason.

Daigoro was under a car and hopelessly mewing.
Because we already had a cat at that time, we weren’t able to
keep another one. For the time being, we hastened to run
up to our apartment on the fifth floor to get some dried
food, and put the plate at a spot he could find. He must
have felt uneasy; never came closer even though he saw the
plate. We returned home, after leaving food for him, and
found the plate empty next morning;

From then on we brought food every morning, and
Daigoro seemed to become familiar with us. When he saw
us, he ran to us and allowed us to hold him. Sometimes he
waited for and followed us, while we were walking our old
apartment house that didn’t have any elevators up and down
using the exterior stairs. But he never came to the third
floor above. It seemed like the boundary of the kitten’s ter-
ritory.

On the first floor of our apartment house lived the
owner. She liked Daigoro and allowed him to live in a
corner of her private parking garage. Daigoro grew up rap-
idly and we didn’t need to feed him anymore, but when we
beckoned to him, he still came with a raised tail to us.

The winter that year was extremely severe. I was petting
Daigoro passing my hand over his soft fur when the land-

Masami IWAFUNE

lady came. She hesitantly told me that she would like to tear
down the old apartment house, and thus she wanted us to
vacate by the spring next year.

At just that time I had made up my mind to move to
Bangkok the following spring due to my job at a small
International Organization. When I told the landlady my
decision, while smoothing Daigoro who purred contentedly,
she also looked relieved.

Spring was right around the corner after a long winter
accompanied by unusual snow, and Daigoro was now a fine-
looking male cat, and hardly ever came to us. The
apartment house was on the promenade along Tamagawa-
Josui and we sometimes saw Daigoro running toward
sprouting grass on the bank.

After going through the annoying formalities for a
voyage and sorting out furniture and other belongings, our
bags to Thailand counted only two suitcases. The apart-
ment over there would be furnished and we would be able
to muddle along, my wife and I agreed. I wasn’t well-paid
and couldn’t afford to go to expense.

The day we vacated the apartment, after greeting our
landlady, we called like “Bye, Daigoro” from outside of the
garage where he lived. There was no sign of him; he must
have gone somewhere.

Warm spring wind was blowing, remembering me of the
soft winter fur of Daigoro I had smoothed the other day.

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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South Wind

Memories of Moving

I have moved ten times in Japan. But the move I
remember most is the move to Akasaka in Minato-ku. Until
then, I had moved several times for the convenience of my
commute to school or work, or to find a lower rent. But the
move to Minato-ku was only for the sake of my daughter’s
education.

When my daughter Zi Ru came to Japan in March 1995,
she was six and a half years old. I had to go to many places
to inquire about enrolling her in elementary school. At the
time, T lived in Ota-ku, where the schools refused to admit
children who couldn’t speak Japanese. They advised me to
send her to kindergarten first, and reapply for first grade a
year later. But I did not want her to fall a year behind in
school.

At the time, I was working for a company in Akasaka. I
decided to visit the elementary school nearest my office.
The principal himself was kind enough to meet with me,
and said that as long as my daughter could understand when
her name was called, she could enroll in the school. Many
of the foreign children studying there didn’t know Japanese
when they first entered. In other words, it was no problem
at all for my child to enroll at this school.

I was delighted by this unexpected turn of events, and
started right away to look for a place to live in the Akasaka
area. However, because rents in Minato-ku were nearly
double those in Ota-ku, renting a place about the same size
as what we had would constitute quite an economic burden.
So at first, I was thinking of renting someplace very small.
However, I changed my mind on the advice of one of the

Nong Lin

real estate agents I spoke to. “After school, children play at
each othetr’s homes,” he told me. “If a child’s home is too
different from everyone else’s the child may feel ashamed
even if he or she doesn’t express such feelings aloud. In the
long run, this may adversely affect the child’s development.”

After a great deal of thought, I concluded that he was
correct. The important thing is not money; it’s that your
child grows up happy and well adjusted. Since I had studied
and worked in Japan for several years, I could understand
that the real estate agent’s advice made good sense.

In the end, we decided on an apartment house between
Akasaka and Roppongi called “Gin-ei Mansion.” Our
apartment was on the fifth floor, the top floor of the build-
ing, and there was a spacious area for common use on the
roof. My daughter always enjoyed riding her unicycle up
there. Our living room was large and bright, and my daugh-
ter invited her classmates over for a Christmas party. I paid
a considerable amount of money for that apartment, but my
daughter made a good, happy start in her school life. At the
time, my daughter didn’t know anything about Japanese cul-
ture, but she grew and developed and is now a student at
Keio University.

We no longer live in that apartment. Before living in
Minato-ku, I had already lived in Japan for several years.
However, it was only when we started living in Minato-ku
that we truly began to integrate into Japanese society.
Therefore, I still have strong emotions about that particular
move.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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Column: Koi Nobori (Carp streamers)

In Japan, May 5, the turning point of the season, is celebrated as Boys’ Day, or the Boys’ Festival. This festival origi-
nated in Nara, during the Heian Period (794-1192), as a rite to ward off evil and pray for good health during the coming
year. Japanese mugwort (yomogi) and iris (shobu) were hung in the eaves of houses and scented balls of iris leaves hung
from the rafters on the day of the festival. During the Kamakura Period (1192-1333), the festival took on the meaning of
praying for the health and growth of boys, in particular, because the word “shobu” means “a strong, warlike spirit” and
sounds the same as the word for iris in Japanese. Later, during the Edo Period (1603-1867), the Boys’ Festival came to be
considered an important ceremonial day, and daimyo and vassals serving at Edo Castle extended their congratulations to the
Shogun. When an heir was born to the Shogun, the castle was decorated with banners and streamers, long swords, helmets
and other items, and the event celebrated on a grand scale.

The present koi noboti, or carp streamers, arose among the common people during the middle of the Edo Period.
Taken from a Chinese belief that if a carp could climb the Ryumon no Taki (Dragon Falls) it would become a dragon, these
streamers embody the hope that the son of the house will grow up healthy and successful. It also conveys to the gods that,
“A son has been born to our household. Please protect him.”

At that time, pictures of carp were drawn on Japanese paper, but cotton carp streamers or streamers that did not tear
easily were produced during the Taisho Era (1912-206); the late 1950’ saw the introduction of the water-resistant, colorfast,
synthetic fabric carp streamers we still see today.
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. Basically, the
3rd Friday of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese
and non-Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details,
please call MIA at: 03-6440-0233.

Fridays, June 20, October 17; 18:30-20:30 (no meeting in August)
Minato International Association (Toei Kita Aoyama 1-chome Apt., Bldg. #3, B1)
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Memories of Moving

I can’t remember how many times I’ve moved so far. 1
tried counting and found an interesting point. While I’ve
only moved twice in Japan—from Shibuya City to Minato
City and back to Shibuya City—I’ve moved six times among
Japan, the US and England.

I studied in the US and England and lived in a dormi-
tory. The dorm rooms were furnished and we shared a
common kitchen and refrigerator, but I still needed to buy a
number of items. Since I couldn’t bring them back to Japan
with me, I sold them at a garage sale when it was time to
come home.

Once I took a Japanese folding screen as big as a tatami
mat (about 90 x 180 cm) and part of a Japanese Nishijin (a
traditional kind of weaving) obi bound like a tapestry with
me from Japan. These were unusual items and people with

Toeko M. NAKAO

an interest in Japanese things wanted them, so I found
buyers almost immediately.

On the other hand I found only one thing I wanted to
take back to Japan: an old book I had purchased when I
lived in England. The binding was magnificent and I still
have it. Sometimes I pick it up and open it and think back
on those days. It is one of my treasures, as are my expired
passports.

My memories of moving start with unpacking and
buying the things I need when I arrive in an unfamiliar place
and end with the disposal of unneeded items and packing
when I leave. But my best memories are of my close
friends getting together to help me, making a fuss over me,
and having fun. Despite that, even my friends and being
busy couldn’t assuage the pangs of loneliness I felt.

[Translated by: T. KOIZUMI]
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Postscript

Thank you very much for your contributions on the theme “My Memories of Moving.”” There are proba-

bly many people who have just moved and are starting the first year in their new homes.

The theme for the next issue is “My Favorite and Least Favorite Proverbs.” Proverbs have come to us
through the years from people in all walks of life, and many of them offer hints on how to live. I always
wonder why so many proverbs from different countries have similar meanings. MIA members hail from

many countries, so I am sure that you could share with us interesting proverbs that have affected your life.
We look forward to receiving your contribution telling about your favorite and least favorite proverbs.

Deputy Editor: Eiko NOMOTO
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
cach other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://wwwminato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "My Favorite and/ot Least Favorite Proverbs" for South Wind No. 59 is May 26

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be 1,200
words or less.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Toei Kita Aoyama 1-Chome Apt., Bldg. 3, B1
1-6-3 Kita Aoyama; Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0061
Fax: 03-6440-0234  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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