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Yaw Ofei AMOABENG

I have a messed up identity. I was born and raised in Ghana. Ptior to coming to Japan, I was a Junior/ High School
teacher in Ghana and in Nigeria. The subject I taught was Agriculture. I have 16 brothers and sisters. The rule is that chil-
dren are expected to perform better than their parents but I am not sure this rule is applicable to me.

I have lived in Yokohama for 15 years. That means I have lived in Yokohama longer than my home town in Ghana. 1
think I could be classified as a "Hamakko" at this point in life. I have also lived in Sweden for a year. Practically, I am able
to survive in all kinds of weather. I am now a Missionary in Yokohama and also an International Understanding Instructor,
working with Yokohama City Board of Education.

Yaw Ofei AMOABENG
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Yolunteer Activities

[September 6, 2004]

Recently, Japanese have had much interest in volunteer-
related Activities. There is a saying among some people
that “The 21st century is a century of volunteer activities.”
When you go to big bookstores, you’ll find larger sections
packed with volunteer-related resources. This tells us how

much interest we have in volunteer-related activities.

What are the possible reasons for such a tremendous
widespread interest in volunteer activities? It’s partly
because age, academic background, and qualification are
not required in volunteering and you can start at anytime
and at any place. The fields of volunteer activities ranges
from welfare to education, health care, culture, environ-
ment, etc. If you want to be a volunteer, opportunities are
available everywhere around you in your daily life. Some
say marriage is just a volunteer activity. By that, they mean
it is optional to marry. By and large, Japan is becoming an
aging society with diversification of values. A movement to
contribute to our society through volunteers having broad
life experience and knowledge, leaving the world of compa-
nies, government offices, families, will be a big trend in the
future.

Norio WATABE

By reflecting on internationalization in Japan, it can be
observed that activities pertaining to international exchange
programs are becoming popular. I have joined a Goodwill
Guide activity. When I happen to see foreigners stranded on
the streets or at train stations, I offer them help by asking,
“Can I help you?r” In the past, through the Foster Parent
program, I supported children overseas by sending a fixed
amount of money monthly. There are many volunteer

groups and international exchange organizations.

I joined MIA (Minato International Association) two
years ago, thinking that exchange with foreigners residing in
my neighborhood or in nearby areas would be an easy thing
to be part of. MIA has a variety of programs and through
these programs, I’ve met a lot of people from many coun-
tries and this experience has been a great asset to me. The
program of giving advice and support to those who have
complicated life issues has given me a chance to have a
glimpse of life from different perspectives. When we look
at the current chaotic world problems, I believe that grass-
roots exchange and mutual understanding across borders

will pave the way to brighten our world.
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This is my volunteer activity

[September 1, 2004]

Though most people in this country today acknowledge
what volunteerism is, the volunteer has not always had a
high reputation in past years. Especially in the business
community, members of a company who were eager to do
voluntary activities, even during their private time on the
weekends, were evaluated as dropouts who were trying to
escape from reality. In western countries, however, everyone
respects volunteers who serve society based on the Chris-
tian doctrine. I think that’s why voluntary activities have
become deeply ingrained in human society. During my long
business career, I also never thought about volunteer activi-
ties. However, I often thought that I wanted to be released
from my tough work. After retiring I joined MIA, having
had an ambiguous thought that I would be able to do some-
thing helpful for society related to international exchange.
However, at first, I was much embarrassed about what I
had to do in serving foreigners. As I worked for a US-Japan
joint venture company for quite a long time, I fortunately

had many opportunities to speak English in my job. There-

Teruo YAMASHITA

fore I joined MIA’s Interpreting Committee and FAS (For-
eigners’ Advisory Service), only because I thought I could

maintain my English level at least as it was.

Two years have passed since I joined MIA. Now I really
feel that a volunteer who serves foreigners is required not
only to speak English, but also to have a warm heart to
contact foreigners in his faith. In the case of interpretation,
it seems to be essential to communicate with the foreigner
while trying to understand what is in his/her mind as much
as possible. In FAS, we often meet foreigners who have
complex family problems as well as private financial prob-
lems. I feel as if I look at the epitome of the life of human
beings. To face them, the most important thing is to provide
warmhearted advice after listening to them kindly despite
my poor English. Of course, English is a very important
tool for communication with foreigners; however, I recently
have come to understand that there are more important
things than just speaking good English to foreigners in

doing international voluntary services.
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What is a volunteer?

[September 9, 2004]

It was 1996 when I first experienced being a volun-
teer. At that time, I was a senior high school student, and
had just returned to Japan from Norway after finishing an
overseas student exchange program. I participated in an
orientation for those who were going to study abroad the
following year. My thoughts toward volunteering came from
my own experience, that volunteers as well as coordinators
in Norway were so kind in guiding me, that I would like to
be like them in the future.

At the workshop held before the orientation, I found
there were few students who had come back from Europe,
but many from the U.S.A. Therefore, I found a lack of
information on Europe, so I tried to find something I could
do for them and spoke to them about my own experience
using materials I had made myself. I wished them an enjoy-
able stay overseas. I felt relieved to see students and their
parents who were satisfied with my guidance. I also enjoyed
participating in the orientation. I was much encouraged
to know that my Norwegian girl friend had returned to
Norway after finishing her overseas study in Germany was
doing voluntary activities in Norway.

Miyuki SHINDO

Seven years have passed since I joined MIA. So far I
have enjoyed the Friendship Lounge, bus tours, and other
activities. When I visited the Embassy of Kingdom of
Norway two years ago to chaperone junior high school
students, I was very glad to receive many notes from them
with their impressions. It is my pleasure to join MIA’s vari-
ous events. My source of vitality to continue my voluntary
activities is based on everybody’s cheerful countenance and
happiness.

In my school days, I often heard American teachers
ask for “volunteers” in English class. They were asking
students to speak out. Though I first hesitated to raise my
hand, I liked to try to express my opinion. I felt comfortable
when I finished my answer. I was never ashamed because I
wanted to do it. I think that my daily and small experiences
will certainly bear fruit.

I think that a volunteer is a person who gives everyone
a helping hand and enjoys being with him/her. There is
no obligation, but it is important to have an open mind.
Nothing is more wonderful than cherishing a meeting with
people and bringing a smile to everyone’s heart.

[Translated by: T. YAMASHITA]
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PEETHUEEH A “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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Date:
Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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11AH20H (). 12311 H (). 2A19H () F#% 1K 307575~ 3K 30%

ZH NN FZ—J)l AR—ZD (FEHXZ 4-1-23)

This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings

include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome!

Saturdays, November 20, December 11 and February 19 (no meeting in January)

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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All Directions of Bangkok (20) From Thailand—A Pleasant Country

Living together, I.earning together!

[September 6, 2004]

I have been working for Shanti Volunteer Association
(SVA) Bangkok office for 5 and half years as an interna-
tional coordinator. SVA is an international NGO operating
educational and cultural projects for the disadvantaged in
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Afghanistan. When SVA was
established to support education for children in Cambodian
refugee camp in 1980, I was a High school student in Akita
prefecture. In those days, I was deeply shocked by watching
news of Cambodian and Vietnamese refugees reported by
the media and hence, I began to think, "I want to help such
disadvantaged people." Nineteen years later from then, I
have luckily got a chance to work in Thailand for an interna-
tional NGO.

In Thailand, I met a lot of people with various back-
grounds who were involved in volunteer activities such as
working with children, the eldetly, students, scholars, refu-
gees, company employees, farmers, entrepreneurs, interna-
tional organizations, politicians, priests, Asians, Europeans,
Americans and so on. There was one thing in common
among them. They shared the same Mission. The fact that
people with various backgrounds are networking themselves
and working together to accomplish a common Mission
regardless of their different professions, culture and borders
is unique to any volunteer activity. It is very dynamic!

In addition, I'd like to point out another important fact.
In volunteer network, the so-called “supporting side” and
“supported side” stand equally. In other words, both sides
tend to learn from one another.

Let me tell you two stories of two promising youths.
The first one is about one young man from a minority hill
tribe. He had to work to help his poor family soon after
graduating from a Junior High school. Somehow he could
enter a high school two years later, being behind his mates.

Masami IWAFUNE

Then he applied for SVA scholarship program. We granted
him a scholarship and accepted him into our student dor-
mitory for the needy. He studied hard to realize his dream
to study law. At last he did it! Now he is studying law with
the goal of becoming a lawyer at Tammsaat University,
which is one of the best universities in Thailand. Another
story is about one young woman who was born in an urban
slum in Bangkok. Since she was little, she devoted herself
to studying hard out of sheer desire to help her parents in
poverty. SVA supported her by providing her a scholarship.
She successfully passed the diplomatic service examination
when she was a university student. Now she is studying at
Moscow University being supported by the Thai Govern-
ment. She will be the first diplomat from the slum residents.
I respect their will power.

We can learn something important in life from them. I
believe that we, the so called "supporting side," should be
thankful to so called "supported side" for giving us a pre-
cious opportunity to have a valuable experience.

By the way I’'m going to take a course at Mahidol Uni-
versity (in Bangkok, http://www.cmmu.net) and will be
studying Business Management. I’m back to school at the
age of 37. 1 want to strengthen myself by acquiring more
knowledge in Management, and improve upon my language
skills.

Thanks to our scholarship students, their avid attitude
towards education has encouraged and challenged me to
pursue higher education. Besides, an experience in work-
ing together with excellent and gentle people from ASIAN
countries has stimulated me, too.

I believe the principle of volunteer activity is “Live
together, Learn together.” I intend to contribute my experi-
ences and the knowledge I will obtain at the college towards
International Volunteer Activities.
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MIA Friendship L.ounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3rd Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call

MIA at: (03) 3578-3530.

Next meeting: Dec. 17 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #914

VAR 245 A
g TAEHE, ANEAFIHANRAZR, BHE =N 2 FM L, DURE 28T At A %, Jm i i 80
K= M. SIMEFEEER 200 HIoALR/NZS . FEAREDLEFT G R @ Tel. 03-3578-3530
123 17H (B#T) F46:30-8:30 F
WX XA 9 )2 914 &L=
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HAGATEEd 2 “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

EXEEF IS TR, AARGEZER L TOTEEBRICGEE TSR WNEANDT ., il kizb%z
DL DTz, GEEICEIEE BB ONEAND 2 WRIC THAGE TS ZEH 1B, LEHIBWT
WET, PRIV TCREERGEER OIS, FRL AL CIRRERMESE P BaE S £ 3, LCJ R
SUTAT ARy INBREBLLTEDET, HUO—E, TS EEW,

Hicb: 11 H20H (), 12H11H (). 2H19H () Faijll KE~F1% 12K 307

(1 Bldks)
BOofr: Z=HNNER—)L AX—ZAD HEXZ 4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesel!l Feel free to join us.

Date:  Saturdays, November 20, December 11 and February 19 (no meeting in January)
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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A letter from the U.S.A. (40) Habitat for Humanity International

[August 19, 2004]

Habitat for Humanity International is a nonprofit orga-
nization headquartered in a small city called Americus, in
Georgia. It is a nondenominational Christian housing orga-
nization that builds decent houses for low-income people.
They seek to eliminate substandard housing and homeless-
ness from the world. The houses Habitat for Humanity
International builds are sold to families in need at no profit
and financed with affordable, no-interest loans. Since the
organization’s founding in 1976, they have built more than
175,000 houses around the world, accommodating more
than 900,000 people.

Habitat for Humanity International was founded by
Millard Fuller and his wife Linda. In 1965, Millard Fuller
was a young self-made millionaire in Alabama. While his
business prospered, he seriously questioned the direction of
his life. His troubled marriage, health problems, and feel-
ing of not being fulfilled led him to soul-searching. Millard
and his wife Linda took a drastic step. They sold all of their
possessions and gave the money to the poor. They then
moved to a small town in Georgia called Koinonia to join
a religious community and follow its faith. There, Millard
initiated several new projects. One of them was “Koinonia
Partnership Housing.” This was a partnership enterprise
to build modest houses on a no-profit, no-interest basis to
make homes available for low-income families. Homeown-
ers were expected to donate their labor to build other fami-
lies’ houses. This reduced the cost of the houses and, at the
same time, promoted positive feelings for homeowners and
better relationships among people of the community. This
was the seed of Habitat for Humanity International.

Millard Fuller and his wife moved to Africa to test their
housing model. In the developing nation of Zaire (today’
s Republic of the Congo), this project was a success. Con-
vinced that this model could be used and would work well
all over the world, he returned to the US. In 1976, he cre-
ated a new independent organization: Habitat for Humanity
International in Americus, Georgia, near Koinonia. Habitat
for Humanity International is operated at the community
level by affiliates.

Today, there are more than 2,100 Habitat for Human-
ity International affiliates in 100 countries including Japan.
In the US, Habitat for Humanity International affiliates are
located in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam
and Puerto Rico. These independent, locally run, nonprofit
organizations coordinate homebuilding in their local areas.
Each affiliate independently raises money, selects building
sites, selects partner families (families that qualify to buy the
Habitat houses), constructs the houses and provides mort-
gage services. With volunteer labor and donations of money

Harumi STEPHENS

and materials, Habitat for Humanity International builds
simple, yet decent houses.

The houses are then sold to the partner families at no
profit, with affordable no-interest loans. The cost of the
houses varies from country to country. In some developing
countries, Habitat houses cost as little as $800, while in the
States the average is $46,600.

Habitat for Humanity International does not give away
houses. In order to buy a Habitat house, in addition to a
down payment and monthly mortgage payments, you must
donate hundreds of hours of labor to build other families’
houses. They call it “sweat equity.” The partner families
are chosen based on their level of need, their willingness
to become partners in the program by investing their labor
to build houses for other families and their ability to repay
the no-interest loan. Habitat houses are affordable for low-
income families because there is no profit included in the
price of the houses and no interest is charged on the mort-
gage. Mortgage lengths vary from seven to thirty years. The
partner families’ monthly payments are used toward build-
ing of more Habitat houses.

There are more than one billion people in the world
whose housing conditions are below social standards. In
the US, housing sales recently hit a record high and it seems
that more people are becoming homeowners. However, on
the other hand, people with housing problems are increas-
ing at an alarming rate. The gap between those who live in
a stable safe environment and those without adequate hous-
ing is growing wider and wider in the US. The sad fact is
that there is an increasing number of people who are living
on an inadequate income which leads to inadequate hous-
ing and/or living conditions. People earning the minimum
wage of $5.35 per hour have to spend half or more of their
meager income for housing, thus going without adequate
food, clothing or other basic needs, forcing them to live in
dilapidated housing or, in the worst case, to become home-
less.

While people with low incomes can receive some help
from the government, the problem is growing so fast that
the government’s efforts to help them simply aren’t enough.
About 30 million households face housing problems in the
US. 14.5 Million of them qualify for government aid but
only 4.1 million are actually receiving any.

Habitat for Humanity International is building a house
every 26 minutes. By 2005 they will be sheltering one mil-
lion people. Habitat for Humanity International welcomes
all people to help build houses regardless of religion or
background, because until unacceptably poor housing and
homelessness are eliminated their work must continue. For
more information, please visit www.habitat.org,
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MIA Youth International Understanding Program
Junior and Senior High School Students’ visit to the Embassy of Sweden

Unsigned
[August 25, 2004]

August 25th was a memorable day for me. It was the day a group of us visited the Swedish Embassy in Tokyo. I was
greatly touched by the warm hospitality shown to us by the officials of the Embassy of Sweden. Through the visit, I was
able to deepen my understanding of Sweden in various ways.

In Japan, the lengths of daylight and darkness change respectively during summer and winter solstices. For example, the
summer solstice is the longest day (most daylight hours) of the year but thereafter, its length changes, becoming shorter and
shorter. The Embassy’s staff said that in summer, Sweden had a shorter night with a midnight sun while in winter it had
the famous Arctic night, with 24 hours of darkness each day. Although such phenomena are natural at the north and south
poles, I had no idea that they also existed in Sweden.

My next point of interest was Sweden’s multi-lingual ability. Japanese people usually use only the Japanese language in
our daily lives, but I was surprised to hear that in Sweden, they not only use the Swedish language but also English and other
foreign languages as well. That has made me conclude that Swedish people have a very positive attitude towards communi-
cating with other nations.

My third point of interest was her welfare system. The Embassy’s staff explained to us that it is the basic policy in
Sweden that all the public should share the national amenities on an equal basis. However, I was surprised to learn that a
consumption tax of 25 % was in force over there. I think that is not unreasonable if applied on equal basis. Accordingly, I
had an impression that their tax system was very different, compared to the ongoing tax system in our country.

At the moment, my greatest desire is to visit Sweden sometime in the future and to be exposed to the grand nature that
exists there.

[Translated by: N. NARITA]
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Post-script

What made you choose MIA for your volunteer activities from among the many voluntary organizations? What was your
initial motivation to offer your help to others?

This issue of South Wind features contributors’ articles concerning volunteer activities. Some describe the contributors’
thoughts through their own volunteer activities and one relates the history of a certain individual’s goodwill that has given
birth to a nonprofit international organization to help families in need.

However, “hands of fraternity to ensure liberty and equality,” the slogan that civilized generations have upheld for the
happiness of humanity, should not be forced upon others. The contributors of the articles prove that they have learned a lot
and appreciated the occasions on which they were themselves encouraged by respecting different circumstances and the will
of the people in need of their help.

The next South Wind will be issued in January 2005. Before the year turns, we would like to propose that you think
about what you’d like to hand down to the next generation. Is there something that youd leave for your children? What have
you cherished as a token of your parents? The New Year’s issue will feature articles on the theme “your legacy to future gen-
erations.” We look forward to your contribution of articles.

Editor-in-Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Your legacy to futute generations" for SW No. 45 is November 20.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be between
800 and 1,200 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8® Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp
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