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South Wind

Through raising a child [Republic of Korea]

mHow to get along with a child

When I came to South Korea, I was hardly able to speak
the language and didn’t know much about the country. At
that time, what I experienced surprised me: when I ate at a
restaurant with my son, the restaurant owner suddenly took
away him, saying something. I was astonished by the sudden
act. My son was very happy to play with the lady. I learned
that some restaurants in South Korea take care of children
so the parents can take their time and enjoy eating;

In this country, people give up their seats to a mother
carrying a child on her back on the bus or train. They very
often speak to a mother with a child. Shopkeepers some-
times cut the fruit for sale and give a piece of it to a child.
There are even some people who give part of their box
lunches to a child. The sight of young people who treat a
child kindly is quite charming. I frequently see an elemen-
tary school child playing with a little child.

Here, in Korea, people look kindly on children. Of
course, some people may not be good at handling them.
However, generally speaking, without distinction by age
or sex, people are very warm to them. I especially admire
the fact that the young generation ranging from elementary
school children to young people of nearly marriageable age
behave kindly to them and that it’s natural.

Although the difficulty of going out with a child is the
same anywhere, I have very little stress from it in Korea
because people look kindly on a child. To be honest, the
stress is so minor that it cannot be compared with that in
Japan.
mNaturally fostered “Confucian Mind.”

In this country, they have many occasions for dozens
of relatives to get together. I think the close relationship
with children is built through these opportunities such as

Takako OSANAI / Yuka MORI

New Yeat’s Day, seasonal events and festivals. Relatives
have a great interest in each other, so sometimes I feel it‘s
meddling. However, as they have been involved in differ-
ent generations since they were very young, they have many
occasions to take care of children even if they are not pat-
ents.

It is through these circumstances that they can uncon-
sciously acquite a good way of getting along with children,
which leads to their warm feeling for children. At the same
time children learn to be polite naturally, through contact
with their elders. Korean children use honorific expressions
in their greetings and when speaking to me. Their behavior
toward adults is pleasant. That makes me want to set an
example as an adult.
mConsideration for others

I am raising children and profiting from Confucianism.
I was often very thankful for Koreans’ kind behavior toward
my children. Through having children, I have learned that
Korean-style consideration is a bit different from Japanese-
style consideration. Now, my experiences in raising my
children are making me deeply rethink what a human and a
human relationship should be.

These are examples about differences in people’s
involvement. I hear that if a person is in trouble because
of being jobless, Japanese give him job information, while
Koreans give him food for that day. If a friend living alone
has a fever and is in bed, Japanese try not to bother him and
to leave him to rest, while Koreans visit to offer medicine.

Which do you want to have others do? I have realized
there are many kinds of consideration.

[Translated by: M. SATO]
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HAGATEEY 2 “Let’s Chat in Japanese”
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Hichb: 9H11H (&), 10H 16 H () Hai 11 R~F% 12K 307 (8 HIZAE)

BT Z=HNNER—)L AX—ZD (EXZ 4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LC]J, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesell Feel free to join us.

Date:  Saturdays, September 11 and October 16 (no meeting in August)

Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Bullying

My daughter who transferred to a British school when
she was 12 years old says, “Compared to Japanese schools,
there is far less bullying here. The teachers listen to you

when you talk to them. I feel secure.”

In the boarding school she is attending now, the fol-
lowing “School Code of Conduct” is posted on the notice
board:

*Treat everyone, whether younger or older, with
kindness and respect.
*Any breach of the law of the land is a breach of
school rules.
*No girl may put the welfare or safety of another in
jeopardy through her words or deeds.”
It is followed by the statement:

“Bullying of any member of the community is not

acceptable. Incidents will be taken seriously; they

will be recorded and the appropriate action taken.”

Pupils are advised what action to take and whom to

Keiko NAKAJIMA

consult when bullied, and what to do when a friend is bul-
lied. Pupils even know what procedures to take when they
are bullied by a member of the staff.

In a leaflet titled “Anti-bullying policy for parents,”
the school explains the effectiveness of parental involve-
ment. It gives advice on what to do when a girl is bullied;
and what do to stop a girl from bullying. It also introduces
books about bullying and who to consult in case the parents

are not satisfied with the measures taken by the school.

Anybody has the potential to bully others or to be bul-
lied. British schools are aware that bullying can happen
frequently and strive to adopt the best policy for coping
with bullying. Japanese schools, on the other hand, rely on
the assumption that there is no bullying and tend to dismiss
bullying incidents. Such an attitude is wrong. I cannot help
thinking that sad accidents could be prevented if Japanese
schools, like British schools, admitted that bullying can
happen and made it a definite policy not to tolerate it and to

cope with it seriously.

-6-
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FERCHESUEFFEN  “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings

include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome!

Date:
Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Saturdays, September 11 and October 16 (no meeting in August)
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South Wind

A letter from the U.S.A. (39) Safe School Ambassadors Program

[May 9, 2004]

In the US, 160,000 students stay home from school
each day because they are afraid that they might be bullied
at school. Everyday in the US, 25,000 students in secondary
school are harassed, attacked or robbed. Forty-six percent
of high school students report seeing a serious fight at least

once a month at school.

During the 1980s and increasingly in the 1990s, a
number of studies were conducted to understand bullying
and violence at schools. In 1997, the American Academy
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry reported that approxi-
mately 50 percent of all children had been bullied while in
school and that 10 percent of those who had been bullied
were victimized on a regular basis. The first nationwide
research on bullying in the US was conducted by The
National Institute of Child Health and Development and
the study found that in grades between six and ten, 16 per-
cent of students were experiencing some kind of bullying
during the time they were conducting their research. More
recent survey shows that almost 30 percent of students said
that they had either involved in bullying, being a victim or
both. Based on the vatious surveys, the researchers estimate
that, currently, 1.6 million students in these grades were bul-

lied at least once a week.

How can we expect these students to learn to their full
potential when they fear being teased, insulted, harassed
of, in worse cases, physically assaulted? Bullying is a serious
problem that can deprive students of the ability to progress
academically and socially. Being bullied leads to depression
and low self-esteem and the problems can bring negative

and serious consequences.

On April 20th, 1999 at around 11:30 AM, Eric Harris
and Dylan Klebold walked into the cafeteria at Columbine
High School armed with sawed-off shotguns, a rifle and an
automatic pistol. They started shooting at their classmates
and teachers who were gathering in the cafeteria for lunch.
12 students and a teacher were killed and 23 were wounded.
It was the worst school massacre in US history. Those two
young men killed themselves after the shooting spree, and
five years later, nobody knows exactly what drove them
to such a violent act. While some experts do not believe
that revenge against bullies was the motive for the violent
action Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold took, a note left by
Eric Harris indicates that he had some sort of resentment
toward his classmates who treated him with little respect.
Columbine High school was not the first school that expe-
rienced such violence. It had happened numerous times
before and today, it has not yet stopped. Some experts say
that bullying is a serious and widespread problem that can
lead to school shooting and suicide. These experts also
warn that the problem is dangerously underrated in the US.

Harumi STEPHENS

They believe that in comparison to countries like Australia,
Scandinavia, Great Britain, and Japan, the US school system
is ten to fifteen years behind in terms of taking bullying as
a serious social problem. According to a recent poll con-
ducted in New York by a major news organization, one
third of high school students said that they could think of a
classmate who might be troubled enough by class bullies to
snap and act violently. More than a third also said that they
have heard a classmate threaten to kill someone. Yet, most
of them said that they did not take it seriously enough to
report to an adult. One in ten students said they have heard
that someone was planning to shoot or kill classmates. One
in eight students knows someone who had brought a gun
to their school. Yet, only a little more than half, 54 percent,
said that they had been given a class or had gone through a
special program or group discussion on school violence.
The researchers believe that bullying prevention is an
important part of violence prevention at schools. Amongst
the many bullying prevention programs, “Safe School
Ambassadors” is a program with new approach. While tra-
ditional programs focus only on bullies and victims, Safe
School Ambassadors program focuses on the power of
bystanders. The program is to improve the school climate
by empowering students who are neither bullies nor victims
of bullying. In many cases, bystanders can reinforce bully-
ing by laughing or cheering. They can also pretend not to
notice what is going on and say nothing, This silent behav-
ior is often seen by the victims as cooperating with bullies.
Teachers and parents are generally unaware of the problem.
School personnel may view bullying as a harmless act and
believe that it is best ignored unless it crosses the line and
becomes threat as physical assault. Other children, who are
bystanders, are cither reluctant to get involved or simply

don’t know what to do.

Considering these facts, the Safe School Ambassadors
program puts great emphasis on training youthful bystand-
ers in ways to intervene rather than just noticing and report-
ing incidents to the school authorities. In order to have
successful results, students need strong support from their
peers and from adults. Teachers and school personnel must
be trained and ready to provide support. The entire school

community must be involved.

This relatively new program is already generating public
attention for the positive outcomes reported by several
schools that carefully implemented this program.

Bullying at all schools must be taken seriously. Bullying

must be prevented, because all children deserve to learn

without fear. All children have right to a safe environment.

For more information, go to www.safeschoolambassado

rs.0rg
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Scolding or Reasoning

I got a video from my daughter-in-law. A four-year-old
boy and an 18-month-old girl are playing trains. They are
my grandchildren, Yuto and Kokoro. The train is made of
two cardboard boxes linked by adhesive tape. While Yuto
handled the two-car train roughly and made it rattle, the
train suddenly turned over. Kokoro, who was in the back
“car” was surprised and frightened. Seeing his little sister
scared, Yuto got embarrassed, “Oh, my God! I did some-
thing bad! What are Mom and Dad going to say to me?”

His father kept quite cool, picked his little daughter
up in his arms, and patted his son gently on the shoulder.
“Listen, Yuto. You knew the train was going to turn over
because you were swaying it. On the other hand, Koko-chan
didn’t know what was going on and got upset when the
train fell. The effect is different on you and on Koko.” Yuto
listened to his father meekly and without resistance. He
already realized the effect of his mischief.

I clapped my hands silently in my heart saying, “Well
done, Masato!” Masato is my son’s name. He did better
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Mitsuko KAWASHIMA

than I expected. I don’t like to scold children when they
are aware of having done something wrong. Besides, things
wouldn’t have been made any better by scolding in that case.
It would simply have destroyed the warm and friendly atmo-
sphere. I would rather correct the problem first, and speak
quietly without any hurry. This is exactly what Masato did.

What if we could avoid scolding children unless it would
make things better, they don’t realize that they have been
wrong, or it’s in case of emergency? When we are com-
pelled to give children a telling-off, that is the time to hug
them tightly. That is the time for you to show how much
you love them.

You may want to sow your family with the seeds of
praise. What a heart-warming parent-child relationship it
is when they harvest the crops of praise together! There
will grow broad-minded boys and girls who never bully or
explode.

May all the families in the world be happy.
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Working Mom!

I have two sons, six and four years old, and work from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day, so I am a “working mother.”
Fortunately my company provides maternity leave as well
as a parenting leave system, so I was able to stay at home
with each of my sons until he reached the age of one. But
I had to start working again when my adorable sons turned
one and leave them at preschool; this made me think, “Am
I doing the right thing?”” during the first year. Every morn-
ing, my sons cried when I left preschool and it made me feel
as if I had left my heart behind. My little sons often ran
fevers and I had to take a day off from work, which might
have caused trouble for my colleagues. When I look back, I
think that period was the hardest for me, physically as well

as mentally.

Then one day, I felt relieved by the words of a teacher
at my son’s preschool. She said, “When a mother feels
puzzled, the children sense that. If a mother says goodbye

with a smile in the morning, the children can keep trying.”

Satomi WATANABE

She also said, “You can quit your job whenever you want.
So why don’t you continue it until you feel the situation has
become impossible?” These words from her are still a cher-
ished motto for me.

After I overcame that difficult period, I kept my children
in day-care and continued to work and now I really enjoy
this balance. When I am with my children, I fully enjoy
my time with them, and at work, I make a contribution to
society (a slight exaggeration?). It may sound trite but my
children blow away my tiredness from work. They are like
enormous vitamin drops for me. And I really thank my
company and my husband who helps with housework.

This coming autumn, a new family member will be join-
ing us. I can’t thank my company enough for permitting
me to take my third maternity leave. Mom still has to work

harder and harder!

[Translated by: A. NONOGAKI]
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging
views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3rd Friday of every 20d month is your time to participate in
mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and
please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

The next meeting will be Oct. 15 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30 (no meeting in August)
Minato City Hall 9th floor, #914
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MIA Youth International Understanding Program
Jr. and sr. high school students’ visit to the Embassy of the L.ao People’s Democratic Republic

I felt ashamed of having little knowledge about the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic before I visited its Embassy
in Tokyo. As I had been convinced that all the Embassy
staff were Japanese, I was a little uneasy when I learned on
that day that Laotian staff members were going to guide us
on this visit. On the afternoon of March 30th, the day of
our visit, it began raining. When we arrived at the main gate
of the Embassy, which appeared strong, the sky had already
darkened and it gave an even more exotic feeling to the site
of the Laotian Embassy.

I remember that when I entered the gate of the
Embassy, I felt a little fearful and uneasy, as if I were
being sucked into the country’s atmosphere. As I gradu-
ally became accustomed to the atmosphere, however, some
points introduced in the video we saw first and some ques-
tions that suddenly occurred to me were being arranged
into inquiries. While looking around at the displays on Laos
and taking their photos in the Embassy, I felt as if I had
really been abroad; even the air around us felt quite different

inside and outside the Embassy. I imagined that perhaps

Yukiko ONO (15)

such a unique and exotic atmosphere was produced by these
Laotian displays.

I had never been to Laos, so it’s no exaggeration to say
that my visit to its Embassy made me want to visit Laos
itself. Third Secretary, Embassy of the L.ao People’s Demo-
cratic Republic, Pheuiphet Sadaoheung, plainly and care-
fully answered all the questions we asked. Mr. Pheuiphet
spoke Japanese fluently, which greatly relieved my anxieties.
Discussion based on questions and answers over tea and
cookies brought about pleasure and friendship among us as
time passed by. I was also very impressed that the smile Mr.
Pheuiphet showed from time to time made him look like a
charming boy.

What I learned through this visit to the Embassy was
that we should not be blamed for having no knowledge
about a certain thing, but we must remember that it is
important to grasp any chance to learn or deepen our
understanding and that a desire to learn is the first step to

knowledge.
[Translated by: N. NARITA]
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All Directions of Bangkok (19) From Thailand - A Pleasant Country—Light in a Slum

[May 2, 2004]

I’'m afraid Friday, April 23, 2004 became an unforget-
table day for me. That’s the day Suan Phluu Slum in the
center of Bangkok was burned down to the ground.

The NGO I belong to has been running a library and
a nursery school offering scholarships there for twenty
years. We’ve been providing children with opportunities for
education, thanks to many individuals and various organiza-
tions, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Postal Savings for
International Voluntary Aid in Japan.

The slum caught fire at around one o’clock in the
afternoon. The fire spread remarkably fast due to tangled
narrow alleyways with shabby shacks and an unfortunate
gale. As far as my eye could see, there was nothing but
burnt-out ruins, when the fire was finally brought under
control three hours after it started.

I got to the scene at about two o’clock and saw the slum
covered with a dense cloud of black smoke. I took the
blazing inferno under my eyes for hell fire. The people who
had barely escaped remained standing dumbfounded, sunk
down to the ground, or totally in a state of shock with just a
few household effects.

After a while, I managed to get in touch with the staff
of the library and nursery school by cell phone and come

Masami IWAFUNE

together with them. Fortunately, all the children and staff
members were safe and sound. There were twenty children
in the library and a hundred in the nursery school. The
staff members led them to a safe refuge. One of the staff
talked about her frightening experience with fire being quick
and children taking naps. I visited the area swept by the
flames to find the library completely destroyed with a small
part of the wall left.

No less than 3,000 people, who now have no place to
live, find shelter at a nearby vocational school. There are
many children there who have been mentally hurt. Some
suddenly burst into tears with the scary memory of fire,
and others can’t sleep from the shock of losing their homes.
Some staff members lost their homes, too. They try to
listen to the children suffering from their losses, support
them, and encourage them even if they themselves are frus-
trated by their own losses.

I wonder how this slum will get over this despondency.
We have a lot to attend to: supporting people, reopening a
library and a nursery school, and a lot more. It will affect
the children’s future lives, too. However, the teachers who
helped and supported them with loving care will surely be
their role models and make them feel beloved. The teachers
are lights for the children.

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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Post-script

This issue of South Wind features contributors' articles on the theme of child rearing and education. All of the atticles
show the earnest efforts of people to ensure the safe and prosperous future of children. Every parent naturally hopes that
his/her child will grow up with a healthy mind and sound body. However, is the actual living environment for children
reflecting faithfully these wishes?

We could hardly believe that an 11-year-old girl cut and killed her classmate with a knife in their school. This report
really made our blood run cold. Many adults cannot comprehend what motivated this homicide, perplexed by the uncer-
tainty of whether they can apply their own experiences to understanding their children. Can they share with the present chil-
dren all the joy and sorrow they knew during their childhood and the rules of life they once learned almost unconsciously?
Should they blame themselves for negligence in not passing down the most important disciplines to their offspring?

On the other hand, what do naive and innocent youngsters observe and how do they develop, when they are placed in
circumstances full of deceptive and self-righteous practices? They make me think anew about the responsibility of adults to
assure a sane environment for their children, particularly in relatively well-to-do countries.

Editor-in-Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Volunteering" for South Wind No. 44 is August 25.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be between
800 and 1,200 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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