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South Wind Editorial Staff: Lois "Bambi'" Kawashima

"Bambi" is a very rare species of deer: she was born and raised in New York City.
After receiving her M.A. in Theater Arts, she decided to come to Japan "for a year or
so" to further her study of Japanese theater, specifically Kabuki. That was in 1969 and
she is still here.

Working in the wild English Forest as a teacher, trans-
lator, editor, copywriter, desktop publisher and
photographer, she joined MIA because she finds
cultural exchange and volunteer work very stimulating
and rewarding, and serves on the Translation and

Public Relations Committees.
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“Calypso Soul of the people of Trinidad & Tobago”
- Discovering Calypso Soul by inadvertently dozing off -

In 1999, my husband and I lost our jobs at the same
time, since our company went out of business. But we took
this opportunity as the chance of a lifetime, and decided to
visit Trinidad & Tobago, an island nation in the Caribbean.

The primary purpose of our visit was to see the Pan-
orama Competition, which is held during Carnival; each Pan
(steel drum) group is made up of more than 100 perform-
ers. However, after we arrived there, we learned that there
were many more musical events going on. I was so excited
about attending as many events as possible, and my husband
was trying to follow me, but most of the events were held

through the night and he got more tired day by day.

At Dimanche Gras, one of the principal events during
the Carnival, there was a Calypso Monarch, where the best
singer of the year would be selected. As you know, Calypso
is a representative form of music of Trinidad & Tobago.
Like the other events, Dimanche Gras started in the eve-
ning and by the time Calypso Monarch began after various
other attractive shows, it was already midnight. The seats
were very comfortable and my husband was swaying back
and forth and started to doze. Then a pretty girl of 17 or 18

Yuko SASAKI (Japan)
began to shout at him from three or four seats away. It was
more like a speech in a loud voice than an angry shout, and
I remember her saying something like this: “Hey, you! Don’t
doze off -
very good singer and the lyrics of the song are wonderful.”

just listen! The Calypso singer on stage now is a

My husband didn’t expect to be scolded by a pretty young
gir] like that abroad; he woke up and said, “OK, OK.” to
her. After that, he pulled himself up and tried to let her
know that he was listening seriously.

We learned later that for the people of Trinidad &
Tobago, Calypso is not just music to enjoy listening to; they
also appreciate how well the lyrics of the songs are per-
formed. (The lyrics contain love affairs of men and women
as well as social criticism.) And I remembered that, during
the show, I had seen people (including that pretty girl) burst-
ing out in laughter every now and then, and sometimes nod-
ding their heads or clapping their hands at some parts of
the lyrics. From this, we realized that the people of Trinidad
& Tobago are strongly interested in society and human rela-
tionships.

[Translated by: Atsuko NONOGAKI]
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PEECHSbHFEH  “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings
include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcomel

Date:  Saturdays, May 15, June 19 and July 10

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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All Directions of Bangkok (18) From Thailand - A Pleasant Country

Unexpected Disgrace - Japan, Surprise, Technology

[January 12, 2004]
I made a business trip to Osaka last July. I was aston-

ished by the huge changes in my home country after an
interval of one year. Let me give an example: the progress
of mobile phones. I was wondering why many people were
looking down, and had a close look. What did I find? They
were looking at their cell phones. I took a peep, apologiz-
ing in my heart, and knew there was news going across the
screen. I’d heard that you can exchange e-mails and get
access to the Internet, but a picture is worth a thousand
words.

To make matters worse, all the bustling streets are full
of neon signs and ear-shattering sounds. There is a huge
screen at every corner with ads for new products. No one
can dodge these flamboyant colors and deafening sounds.
The excitement of life in this city is unique, even compared
with that of Bangkok, which is also one of Asia’s great
cities. You can, or are forced to, access information around
the clock, which made me feel that something was really
happening,

I carry my small computer all the time to check e-mail.
Neither ADSL nor wireless access, let alone optical fiber, is
popular yet in Thailand. People get access to the Internet
through regular telephone lines and, as a matter of course
my computer is so set up.

Now, in Japan, the number of fixed telephone lines has
dropped sharply. You can use a public phone in a hotel - I
somehow failed to connect my PC using the room phone.
All complicated! I don’t know what to do when I’'m away
from the hotel. I visited an office the other day and asked
for a telephone line. They didn’t know what to do either. All
the computers in the office are connected by a LAN system
and no one could do anything about it. I gave up. I dropped

Masami IWNAFUNE (Japan)
in at my friend’s place and asked the same thing. They con-
nect to the Internet using ADSL and nothing could be
done. I gave up again!

It was quite embarrassing to hang around with a PC
under my arm looking for a fixed telephone line, which
seems out-of-date now. Technology in Japan is making
remarkable progress and I may suffer a reverse culture
shock when I’'m through with the mission and come back
here.

When I make business trips to rural areas in Thailand,
I don’t have any trouble finding telephone lines and get-
ting access to the Internet. I carry my PC all the time, and it
works quite well. However I feel another type of embarrass-
ment when the village folks see me at work with my PC in
the free-and-easy Thai environment and say, “You look very
busy, Fune-san.”

I read a feature article in a magazine making cynical
remarks about the Internet society. It said, “Are you really
happy when you make the whole earth your office?” We
were very excited to be able to give and take information
anytime and anywhere when the Internet came into wide
use. Now that it’s all realized and the excitement’s cooled
down, I’m afraid I feel less free than before. It’s a shame not
being able to keep up with technological development, and
it’s another shame being always at technological society’s
beck and call, I think.

We are busy exchanging information with others, and
our own privacy seems more and motre invaded. In other
words, we are getting closer to be naked. That may be the
main reason for this shame. (So saying, I’'m sending this

essay via e-mail.)

[Translated by: Mitsuko KAWASHIMA]
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If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanese!! Feel free to join us.

Date: Saturdays, May 15, June 19 and July 10
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

-7-
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Operas made in Japan

I visited Vienna about 20 years ago on business. The
purpose of the visit was to attend an experts’ meeting
regarding nuclear safeguards, which was held at the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) headquarters in
Vienna. On the night the meeting ended, I invited Hans,
the coordinator of the meeting and a member of the IAEA
office, to dinner. At first, the topic at dinner was the devel-
opment of nuclear power in the world. I boasted about
how nuclear power plants made in Japan achieved high
performance and had a very low failure rate. While I spoke,
Hans, who is native Austrian, completely took the part of
the listener. But, after a while, he suddenly asked me, “By
the way, is there any opera in Japan? Yes, I mean operas
made in Japan.” I was flustered and replied with hesita-
tion. “Well, hmm.... Yuuzuru (Crane at Dusk) composed
by DAN Ikuma is famous in Japan.” “Yuuzuru? I have
never heard it. Has it ever been played at an opera house in
Europe?” he asked me sarcastically. “I don't know.” Then,
he started talking eloquently about opera. He told me with

enthusiasm how fascinating Mozart’s operas are, what the

Nobuhito KIYOSAWA (Japan)

difference between opera and operetta is, how wonderful
the coming autumn season program of the Vienna Opera
House would be, etc. This time, it was my turn to take the
part of listener. To tell the truth, however, I wanted to reply
to him that, even though there may be a limited number of
wortld-renowned operas in Japan, we have wonderful tra-
ditional theatrical arts, such as Kabuki, Bunraku and Noh,
that are on a par with European opera and Shakespeare.
But my knowledge about these traditional arts was too poor
to explain them to him in detail. I was ashamed of myself
because I was not able to properly explain my country’s tra-

ditional culture in such situation.

Well, I decided that, when I returned Japan, I would
learn about Japanese culture and acquire sufficient experi-
ence, then go back to Europe as a missionary for Japanese
traditional arts. I made up my mind to do that, but, I regret
to say that my study of traditional culture still shows very
slow progress, and my dream that go to Europe as a mis-
sionary of Japanese traditional arts has not been realized

yet.
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South Wind

A letter from the U.S.A. (38) Caribbean Experience

[January 17, 2004]
Until I married my husband more than twenty-one years
ago in Tokyo, I had never lived outside of Japan. My hus-
band, a Foreign Service officer with the US State Depart-
ment, worked at the American Embassy in Tokyo. Shortly
After we got married, we learned that his employer, the US
State Department was sending us on a two-year assignment
to Guyana in South America. While living in foreign coun-
try seemed very exciting to me at that time, I had no idea
what to expect. Most of all, I had never heard of Guyana.

Guyana, a small country that is located on the northern
coast of South America, shares its border with Venezuela,
Suriname, and Brazil. Guyana was originally a Dutch colony
that came under British control in the early 18th century.
British Guiana became independent in 1966 and adopted
the name Guyana. While the country is geographically a
South American nation, it has more in common culturally
with the small islands of the West Indies and Guyanese
consider themselves Caribbean. Guyana’s coast is barricaded
with a sea wall and the ocean is not turquoise blue. Thus,
unlike Jamaica, Barbados, or any of the other famous vaca-
tion spots in the Caribbean, Guyana had virtually no tour-
ism. The country’s economy was traditionally dominated
by sugar cane cultivation. Guyana also has some natural
resources such as bauxite, manganese, gold, diamonds, etc.
Despite these rich resources, the country was described as
“poor.” In addition to information that was provided by
the State Department, we tried to read about its culture and
customs as much as possible. The last thing we wanted to
do was to be arrogant Americans. However, nothing pre-

pared us for our experience in this true Caribbean nation.

The country may be poor economically, but it is rich in
culture. The abundance of tropical fruits and seafood made
our life in Guyana almost heaven. Having no TV station,
people were more tuned into their traditions and culture.
Calypso, the traditional Caribbean beat was their first choice
in music. From their sugar cane comes the best rum in the
world. At any social gathering, whether it’s a batbecue party,
cocktail party or dinner party, calypso and Guyanese rum
were always expected. During our two years in Guyana, we
learned how Caribbean people have fun.

All our efforts to learn their culture as much as pos-
sible and to show our respect helped us build friendships
with local people rather quickly. Soon after we settled into
our new home in Georgetown, the capital of Guyana, we
started to receive invitations to parties from noted locals.
Among the countless parties we attended during the two
years, the very first party that we were invited to by a well-
to-do local family became one of our most memorable

events in Guyana.

The invitation said that the party would start at 9:00 PM.
We immediately thought that this would be an after dinner

Harumi N. STEPHENS

party with drinks and dancing. We ate our dinner around
6:30 PM, relaxed a little bit, then headed for the party just
before 9:00 PM. We thought that arriving just after 9:00 PM
would be appropriate. However, we learned that what you
may think is common sense may not be so common in a
different culture. When we arrived, we were greeted at the
gate by one of the waiters hired for the night. The party was
taking place in their garden. They were setting up tables in
the well-manicured garden. As we sat at one of the tables,
we noticed that the place was not quite yet ready for the
party. People were setting up huge speakers, taking glasses
out of boxes to set up a bar. Cleatly we were the first guests
to arrive. One of the staff told us that the hosts were still
inside the house getting dressed. We sat and waited, watch-
ing people setting up the place for the party.

We begun to feel strange when we noticed that one hour
had passed since we arrived. “Did we read the invitation
wrong? It said 9:00 PM didn’t it?” Another half-hour had
passed when the second guest arrived. After that, people
started to show up one after another. The place was sud-
denly alive. The hosts came out to greet the guests. The
calypso music was playing. The drinks were served. The
waiters were moving among people offering hors d’oeuvres.
We started to engage ourselves in interesting conversations
with various people. The conversations, calypso music, and
the rum made the time really fly. It was already after mid-
night. Since it was Thursday and my husband had to go to
work the next morning, we decided that it was time to go
home to get some sleep. We looked for our gracious hosts
to say good night. When we found our hosts in the crowd
and told them how much we enjoyed the party, what they
said stunned us. “Oh, you can’t leave, yet. We are about to
serve dinner.” “Dinner?” “Yes, dinner will be served in a
few minutes.” A bit taken aback, we told them, “Of course,
we won’t leave without having dinner.” Recovering from the
shock quickly, here we were enjoying a wonderful Caribbean

meal at one o’clock in the morning.

We didn’t arrive home till 3:00 AM. The morning came
really fast. My husband went to work after having just a few
hours sleep. After making yet, another mistake like that, we
finally learned that in Guyana, you are supposed to arrive
at least one hour late when you are invited and dinner is
served after midnight at most parties. Unlike in the States,
having parties on weekdays is very common in Guyana,
and the parties almost always last till dawn. They drink rum
and dance to the calypso music, young and old, till morning
comes. However, that was not what amazed us most about
Guyanese people. What was most amazing to us was that as
much as the Guyanese people we met there loved to party
and keep late hours, they were never late for work the next
morning. Along with our embarrassing experience at the
party in Guyana, we always remember how hard-working
they were, too.
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MIA Youth International Understanding Series—Winter Concert at
Nishimachi International School (NIS)

A visit to the place I longed for (a slight exaggeration?)

Every morning when I go to school, I see boys and gitls
from Nishimachi International School on the subway and
on the roads leading to their school. They look about the

same age as I am or a little younger.

Just by being there, they produce a strange and unique
atmosphere. So, my classmates and I, who are rather low-
brow, pay attention to their attractive characteristics when

we see them on our way to our school.

As I could finally visit NIS as I had longed to do, I want
to write my impression of this occasion.

My major purpose in visiting NIS was to enjoy listen-
ing to the NIS Winter Concert. When I entered the NIS
campus, I felt satisfied that half of my purpose was met.

Usually I don’t walk around my school site because I
somehow feel oppressed by the uniform. I just take a walk
along the school road. Though my destination (NIS) is only
about a 10-minute walk from the school I attend every day,
it is an unknown world for me. So, I walked to NIS along
the street shown on the map in my hand that MIA had
kindly sent me.

Mio KAWAI (15)

On both sides of the street, there are embassies, walls
of premises and a Y-shaped crossroad at the top of a steep
slope; further guidance on the guide-plates around there is
written in both Japanese and English in order to prevent
people from losing their way. From the above information,
I think you can imagine the circumstances and atmosphere
around NIS. Anyway, when I was approaching the gate
of the school, I saw many visitors gathered there. When
I finally arrived at the place I had longed to visit, I looked
around curiously, having no time to chat, though I am usu-
ally talkative.

What delighted me even more was that I could enjoy
seeing a musical dramatization of “Kasa Jizou” or “Guard-
ian deity of children” performed by boys and girls of NIS;
children who look English, French, Chinese and so on were
singing in Japanese which made me feel strangely happy.

Unfortunately, I felt emotionally tired and my shoulders
and elbows felt strained. Anyway I had a very pleasant time
there. I am happy if you understand my pleasure even a
little.

[Translated by: Naoteru NARITA]
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MIA Friendship L.ounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3rd Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

June 18 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #911-912
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South Wind

Presentation of One of MIA’s Activities: “Walking Tour”

We visited the Shiba-mata area in Katsushika-ku as the
International Exchange Walking Tour for fiscal 2003 on a
fine day in early summer last year. I felt a little tired but it
was pleasant.

We, the participants, gathered at Takasago Station of
the JR Line and were soon divided into several groups. In a
short time, we started talking with each other and became
friends. Without any difficulty in transferring trains, we
arrived at Edogawa Station on the Keisei Line. We got
off the train and then visited Koiwai Iris Garden on the
riverbed of the Edogawa River. There are 100 different
kinds and about 9,000 iris plants in the Garden. The gen-
eral blooming of the flowers had already passed, but some
still remained in full bloom and boasted their beauty with
large flowers. We had much time to stay there so all the par-
ticipants sat with their own groups here and there and had
lively conversations, which seemed a counterpoint to the
beauty of the flowers. We were blessed with fine weather
and I felt it was a truly relaxing time.

We could see the bright blue sky and the sun without
intrusion by electric wires or tall buildings. In a gentle
breeze of early summer, we could only see the turf and the
water of the river. We could hear the cheerful voices of
children and the music of the little birds in the natural envi-
ronment with only the riverbank and the earth. We walked
straight ahead for 60 minutes aiming for the area below the
railroad bridge of the Hokuso Line, the only place we could
find shade for lunch. Some participants ran about, others
joked among themselves and some others were engrossed in
conversation. We finally arrived at the railroad bridge after
spending much time in the sun. We had lunch and took a
nap in the shade of the railroad bridge. How pleasant it was!

After enjoying the natural beauty and chatting merrily
with the company for about half a day, we walked along the
bank of the river for 20 minutes more and went to a tea-
ceremony house called Yamamoto-tei.

While admiring the Japanese garden, we raised our
voices in joy at the beautiful Japanese cakes that were made
to imitate flowers of the season and drank powered green
tea in an unusual type of house which combined Western
and Japanese styles of architecture. Feeling as if time had
stopped, we shared the time together in the romantic mood
of the Taisho Era.

At Shiba-mata Taishaku-ten, we admired the Buddhist
image carved in wood spreading over the face of the whole
wall of the temple. (§hiba-mata Taishaku-ten was established in
1629 by the Buddhist priest, Nichiren Shonin. It is called Taishakn-
ten since the wooden sculpture carved by Nichiren Shonin himself
is the principal image of the temple.) Passing through the con-
necting corridor surrounding the Japanese garden, we were
dismissed at the main gate of the temple. Then we enjoyed
the shops on both sides of the street leading directly to the
station, feeling as if this were a real traditional shopping,
entertainment and residential district of Japan where the old
traditions still remained, and tasted samples of dumplings
(Dango) and foods boiled down in soy sauce (tsukudani).

Then we bought some items as gifts for our families and
went home in a joyful mood. The weather was fine; I dis-
covered differences in sensibility expressed by each person
and truly enjoyed meeting and talking with nice people.

Let’s go somewhere interesting together one day this
year, tool I am looking forward to seeing you again.

Please let us know where you want to go or what you
want to do.

This year we are planning to go hiking on May 22
(Sat). Please refer to our home page. The address is:
http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp

Tamiko KATO

Executive Committee Chairperson

International Exchange Shiba-mata Walking Tour
[Translated by: Yoshiko TSUKUDA]

*words in italics were added by the translator
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Post-script

When one project lasts many years, its existing significance may become more and more vague. Those who are engaged
in it have less chance to recall their fresh original enthusiasm and resign themselves to routine works.

“South Wind” has been published for more than ten years and this is its 42nd issue. I have often emphasized that the
aim of this quarterly is to offer the space for readers to exchange their opinions and ideas in written form. Some may be
hesitant to write, as they are not sure if their topic would be of interest to the public or is worthy of discussion.

It was in order to break through this dilemma that “South Wind” started to offer a specific theme from time to time and
call for the contribution of essays about it. The offered themes have been rather general so that anyone could easily think
about it.

The present issue features embarrassing personal moments. The moments vary: when one assists at a festivity without
having enough knowledge to appreciate the pride of local people in their tradition and culture; when one feels uneasy with
the speed of technological development; when one cannot respond with confidence to foreigners’ curiosity about the cul-
tural assets of his own country; etc., etc. The objects causing embarrassment also vary according to the person. When are
you embarrassed, yourself?

In the next issue, we would like to feature “child rearing” Children’s surroundings, adults’ responsibility for children,
educational visions for the future, and other opinions concerning child rearing are most welcome. In addition, we always
look forward to receiving contributions about immediate concerns or opinions.

Editor in Chief
Yoshiko NAKANO
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South

Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).
2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.
How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be between
800 and 1,200 words.
.Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp

Y

H ATV DX B A2 L b2 B PR 25 tHARAA I “South Wind” (f9/Mf. 6 TR 5 2 SCHRAR S, HLAH
A FAEI I, FEZACAE RIS PTRENIE S DRI Z B, 25 IR TR N5 A2 3
HHM . MDA AR K b gm0 5 ke 2 5 K H o

@ South Wind B & #1132t A] Ge £ WS X [E BRas i 2 1) website R &K

@ South Wind HLE K1) ST 1) 3 RRBUE IHHE X E FR A2 2 BT
Peha s o ERESCHE FEAES - HiE. SiE. Do, ERIERATAE 800 LI, iEZ kM.
WetEdhl @ 105-8511 #EIX 2 AN [ 1-5-25 H#s X X AT 8 4%

WX [H FRAS T2 “South Wind” gl




