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South Wind Editorial Staff: Atsuko NONOGAKI

I have a curious and a cheerful personality. Love to visit places like Mongolia and

Bulgaria, and also to look around Japanese rural festivals. I joined MIA to be close to
Minato-ku, and enjoy being with talented MIA members. I represent the Japan Office
for the Asian Youth Orchestra, which consists of 100 young musicians from 12 Asian
countries. At MIA I am an active member of the Japanese Cooking Program, Interpre-
tation Committee, Website team and so on.
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Delight on New Year’s Day

On New Year’s Day, we Japanese sing “Delight on New
Year’s Day” and exchange greetings, saying “Happy New
Year.”

When Japan was observing traditions according to a
mixed concept of the solar and lunar calendars, New Year’s
Day corresponded to the beginning of the season when the
plants were starting to send out shoots. People felt it natu-
ral to sing about the joy of getting out of the long winter
cold and welcoming the signs of early spring. It was a rare
occasion when all family members could take holidays and
gather together around the table for a feast. People did
their utmost to clear all their concerns before they passed
into the New Year, paying debts and cleaning the house
by midnight on New Year’s Eve. As they visited the local
shrine to pray for divine protection as their first act on New
Yeat’s Day, they were completely purified and evil spirits
would refrain from visiting them during the New Year’s hol-
idays. They spent the period drinking and eating cheerfully
and generously without making fuss over the misconduct of

others.

Nowadays, many Japanese seem to consider the New
Year’s holiday as a winter vacation. As the year-end
approaches, they rush to ski slopes or hot spring resorts or
go on trips abroad. Yet on New Year’s Day, quite a few Jap-
anese look for the best spot in the area to admire the first

sunrise of the year, followed by the felicitation “Omedeto.”

-3-

Yoshiko NAKANO, Editot-in-Chief

The sun has been a source of inspiration to humanity
throughout history and the Japanese are no exception. We
enjoy a mostly clear and bright winter sky in the regions on
the Pacific Ocean side of Japan. While I stay in the coun-
tryside, I try to get up early in the morning and open all the
windows facing east in spite of the cold air. At the break of
dawn, the sky begins to whiten, then is penetrated by sharp
beams of light. All of a sudden, the curved edge of the
sun appears beyond the mountain range and soars upward
revealing its whole self, glaring like an enormous vermilion
globe. Soon the thick frost that has frozen the rice stubble,
remaining in neat lines in the paddy fields since the previ-
ous autumn’s harvest, melts and vapors rise higher and
higher. The landscape is warmly covered with a damp haze.
As I watch, fascinated by the transformation, the vapors
gradually become transparent. Remote bluish mountains
are snow capped and glittering in silvery whiteness; bald
trees show off their distinctive black branches; thawed soil
undulates in plain rice paddies. Sparrows that were chirp-
ing hesitantly a few minutes ago are now singing gloriously

accompanied by bigger wild birds.

All of nature stimulates my senses. Time is not a con-
tinuation of last night---the clock has just started ticking
anew. Inhaling the fresh and chilly ait, I do a little bending
and stretching, then feel as if I am leaping high in the air.

The new year has started. A fresh sun has risen. I say
to you all, “Happy New Year!”
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MIA Friendship I.ounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3rd Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-

Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

Feb. 20 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #911-912
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A Visit to the Embassy of Iceland in Tokyo

On October 18th, 2003, I had a wonderful time visiting
the Embassy of Iceland in Tokyo. Here I write my impres-
sion on this visit as I wanted to express my gratitude to the
Ambassador of the Embassy and the staff members of the
Association.

Presumably, from the information in old reference
books I learned on Iceland beforehand, I perceived that
the country is the largest resort district blessed with a vast
natural beauty in Europe where migratory birds visit the
large swamp, also with a traditional culture where literature
remarkably flourished during the medieval era. My image of
Iceland is based on these features.

Moreover, it was very surprising for me to hear from
the Ambassador that approximately 70% of the nation’s
total energy is dependent on renewable energy. I was glad
to learn that renewable sources of energy can be put to use

Mio KAWALI (Ist year high school)

in case thermal and nuclear power sources run out, which I
had been taught a few days earlier in my Physics lesson. And
felt ashamed of having no knowledge about it till then. I
was delighted to learn a new face of Iceland; a great nation
of environment.

I will strive towards letting other persons know that
such a country exists in the world where as much as 70% of
renewable energy is in practical use.

Finally, I am heartily thankful to His Excellency Ingi-
mundur Sigfusson, for providing precious experience.

I felt encouraged while shaking hands with the Ambas-
sador and thought to make all possible efforts to grow up to
live up to his expectations. .

I would like to thank all the persons concerned for pro-
viding the opportunity to visit the Embassy.

[translated by: N. NARITA]
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A letter from the U.S.A. (37) The Trails of Tears

[October 25, 2003]

From the Atlanta International Airport, once you are
on the Interstate highway, downtown Atlanta is only 15
minutes away. A six-lane highway leads you straight to the
center of downtown Atlanta, and the shiny golden dome of
the State Capitol immediately catches your eye. The Capitol
dome is covered with gold leaf that came from gold mined
in Dahlonega, Georgia. While the gold rush in California
that started in 1849 is famous, very few people know about
the first major gold rush in the States that took place in the
North Georgia Mountains twenty years prior to the discov-
ery of gold in California.

In less than two hours of driving from downtown
Atlanta, you will find the north Georgia Mountains, a place
where you can enjoy an abundance of nature and tranquil-
ity which all of us sometimes miss in urban life. Colorful
foliage in fall, flowers and blossoms in spring, or lush forest
and soothing creeks in the summer months - the scenery in
the North Georgia Mountains is always breathtaking. Until a
white settler discovered gold in 1828, this beautiful sanctu-
ary of Georgia belonged to the Cherokee Indians and other
Indian tribes. The discovery of gold on Cherokee land was
the beginning of a sad part of US history called “The Trails
of Tears.”

The Cherokee Indians in the North Georgia Mountains
were one of five major Indian tribes in the United States.
They are the people of Iroquoian lineage, and can trace
their roots in North Carolina back to more than a thousand
years. When European explorers and traders initially arrived
in America, Cherokee land covered most of what is now
called the southeastern United States.

Hollywood movies and TV programs gave us the false
impression that the war between Indians and Americans
arose in the Old West during the late 1800’s. However, the
killing, enslavement, and land theft had begun almost imme-
diately after the arrival of the Europeans. The Europeans
brought with them diseases such as small pox which also
killed Indians in devastating numbers, and by the late 18007,
all Indian tribes in North America were virtually extinct.

The Cherokee Indians in the North Georgia Mountains
in the early 1800’s were not savage like Hollywood movies
depict. By then they had adopted many European customs.
In order to exist as an independent nation and continue to
own land where they lived for generations before the Euro-
peans arrived, they tried to fight against the US government
legally, not with guns. They adopted a written constitution,
and established a representational government of their own.

They wore European clothes, built schools and
churches. Many of the Cherokee Indians had already
accepted the persistent effort of white missionaries and
converted themselves to Christianity. They were mostly
farmers and cattle ranchers who wanted to live peacefully.

Unfortunately, the Cherokee Indians in North Georgia
did not enjoy their peaceful life for long. In 1828 gold was
found in North Georgia, and it changed the fate of the
Cherokee Indians forever. As thousands of miners from all
over the States flocked to the gold in North Georgia, the
state government pressured the Cherokee Indians to surren-
der their land.

Harumi Stephens

After hearing the news about the gold discovery in
North Georgia, on May 26, 1830, the Congress of the
United States passed “The Indian Removal Act.” This bill
was to move all Indians from the Eastern United States to
west of the Mississippi River, mostly in Oklahoma. Okla-
homa was thinly settled and was thought to have little value
for the US government. President Andrew Jackson quickly
signed the bill into law. This law was, the US government
claimed, to avoid further conflict between Indians and white
settlers and this was a way to protect Indians and allow
them time to adjust to the white culture.

Under the Indian Removal Act, the Cherokee Indians in
North Georgia became the first to be removed by the US
Government. The state of Georgia assumed ownership of
the Cherokee nation on June 1, 1830, and named it Chero-
kee County. The Cherokee County was then divided into
ten smaller counties in 1831, and the land was distributed
by a statewide lottery at the Georgia Capitol, which was at
the time in Milledgeville, not Atlanta. The Cherokee Indians
were told to either remove themselves willingly or military
force would remove them. The Cherokee chiefs and war-
riors signed ““The Treaty of New Echota” with the U.S.
Government in 1835, knowing that they had no choice. As
soon as the treaty was signed, the land was sold to white
settlers before their eyes. Although many Cherokee people
were against the treaty and those who signed the treaty did
not represent the whole Cherokee nation, the treaty was still
enforced.

The Treaty of New Echota promised safe conveyance,
provisions, and monetary annuities to help Indians to start
a new life in the designated land in Oklahoma. In October
of 1838, about 17,000 Cherokee Indians in North Geor-
gia were taken out of their homes by federal troops, then
forced to march to Oklahoma at gunpoint during the brutal
winter of 1838-1839. Many walked the entire distance with
bare feet and barely clothed. The pace killed many of the
elderly and children. When they were allowed to stop they
buried the dead. Exposure to the elements and rotten food
that was provided to them on this journey made them sick
and killed many more. More than 4,000 died on the way to
Oklahoma. The route they traveled and the journey itself
became known as “The Trail of Tears.”

Several more “Trails of Tears” followed to remove all
five major tribes from the Eastern United States and place
them in designated land in Oklahoma over a period of ten
years. The Promised Land in Oklahoma which was sup-
posed to be fertile, full of wild games, and lush with forest
turned out to be bone-dry. Later on when whites discov-
ered oil in this bone-dry land, the land for the Indians was
reduced again.

At the end of each trail, they were forced to convert to
Christianity immediately. Many children were removed and
sent to boarding schools where they were “civilized.” “Civi-
lized” meant they were given white names, taught to speak
only English, and forbidden to worship their God or speak
their mother tongue.

On a clear day in Atlanta, the shiny gold leafed dome
of the State Capitol is breathtaking with the blue sky in the
background. As beautiful it is, I can not help thinking about
the lives of many Native Americans that were sacrificed for
the gold and to create more room for white settlers.

-8-



South Wind

FE [ AF (37) JHAKZ B,

[2003 4F 10 H 25 [1]

MBI R 2 K E BRALIZ 3E N Interstate =8 2 %,
RRTRE KT X T 16 0 8h. Bt 6 18 M &
TE N M LB RE S T Ly, B RN AR 7 1) A 4
TSR () P 2 S T J2 T

MISCE RN A&, T Ek A m M
—/N1Y Dahlonega [ #H. 4hT 1849 4F (1) i A4 g T
BV 4 PR 1 44, (H 5. 20 421 North Georgia L&
AR 1) 52 L B K ) 4 AN D N

North Georgia L BRHE == K2 ZAF] 2 /N,
R ILE R 5 AR S0 O I T NSRRI . K
FHEWMLMN ., FEEARERITEHE. EF0F
R AR FZ IR MR, TE R IRAEAT 4 B 25 North
Georgia I, &N I H RSO STROY .

HA 1828 FF I ANRHE K4 41k, XTRia L
) H AR T FE— H & Cherokee E1 58 22 N\ FI H: Ath ik i
A1) Lt FETRVA B A 2 N AT A IR IX AN,
BeFRoh “YHKZ 7, FEREF DL EEITF T 5ES
M —%%.

13 1F North Georgia LI Cherokee E1 58 22 N &3
M AAEN IA EE ER Rz —, LRk A
North Carolina, #&iH ) S rIEWI %] 1000 FELL I

K RO PR B 2K S i N WISk 2 36 I
Cherokee 1522 N P45 HN J LT K I AE (1) 56 [B] 4K B
X,

far BLYE HLSZ AT LA R 25 AN EN G, BT S6 1N S Ep
B NI 42 T 1800 AFEAA I, B 11 v 30 il (1
N E AR (EP IR IN Y S NG 197 SVl 7N i SO 1 i e 1
ANELBAXE RN, TH, BRINAT R T &P ,
WIRAESE , IR Z O e NIRGIET, JUFI AN
2 NPT IGAE 1800 AR AR BAAR AN K 4

1800 4F 1% # #, M #E North Georgia 1l 11
Cherokee FNEE 2 ARG LiF s LT AR N, X
B, ABATIR T TAR 2 WO NI 2358 A k25 L iy [l o
Z R AASIAELE, R T AR R AR 2 2 BT A A 2E
LRI AEAA LM ET A B, AATTAS Al s, 1A
PLAVETF B S R ARG A L4, AT B S 1 T
A [P 5EvE, @A T 5 R E FRE RS HIBUMN . At
S H5RCGMAAT R PR, @S T RFE AR 2 .
Z AN LI ANEES )1, Cherokee ENE5 22 NRZ
NUE TR AL L. BRI, A
A RIS

fH/ZIRASE, North Georgia il Cherokee EJ5f %
NBIFEAEE FEAK A, 1828 TEAETR VR M AL 58 & B
TEW, X AKHMAS T Cherokee ENH5 % A [RIAFIB

PHIBURFER BN SR 2 NI R 77, s da At ) 148 - Hh<g 25
At P e BT N .

FETRIB AN AL T 40 19 BAL A, 1830
5 H 26 H, ERRAGEB N St T e
GNBRHIFAETE R ", %3k A 7E S A 1) By
A ENES 2 NFSAE B2 PG 7 Ly v ), 3= B A v f

Harumi STEPHENS

PSP A oR RPN EOE NN (I O S ES NEG
AR EA Ko B 15 48 Andrew  Jackson {E7%
F AT EASEVENT . YN EBUFE, 15
Al &R TR R EN AR % N5 AN Z ) R A & Fl 4y
e, WTRPEIE RN, R SAMAITRR AN,
BT .

Wi “rnsg e Nl 47k %", North Georgia
LR B ER 22 N r el 55 I BURF A T

1830 426 H 1 H. FFif WANBUM I Cherokee E[1E
ZNR LA e AN L, #2425 Cherokee Ff. IK4AE
1831 4 4L Cherokee #8434 10 AN/NAE, I FRiB L.
PHIBURF BT AE HAS 2 BT 45 5K, 17 42 Milledgeville ,
FESLIEAT T DA Dl B (R 2, 40 L b Hb e A0
MHBAZ AR, 5 P S AT I A E 7 1% 36 UM 1)
4, Cherokee EV &2 N 1)L/ KA & 3] [
CORFEFERM, TEELXERBM “Hr Echota
K47 BT, HSEAEMATRRET, A1+
HARLE 1 IR AT B NI R 24 T o O R4 411
Cherokee EN&i 2 AR Z | A M NLAGEARE AT
Cherokee EN&5 2z AR, HARLIL BT -

1% “HFi Echota 5407 € fRIE Cherokee ENZE %2 A\
AT e, RIENEMR R 5 M g e 1
TEUG T A0 BT (R4 4

1838 4F 10 A{EAEF IR W AINIZ) 17,000 Cherokee
B NAERBUR ENAE DR, #a s T HE
B2, M 1838 4E 48 1839 4F [ ™ & 4 ik il 4 U Ak 31 41k
SERAT P o

PR Z N2, IR E R e bkl . A
IO IEAT . IRZZNRNZIEL T, hIEAYF
158, FEE B b

MNNEZHEIE, WAEBBIEY , 1R2 NS4
B, MEANRLET .

PR TR TN 4000 A LA 2T .
AT IR S B R R IR 2187

HJG 10 45, SEE KM 5 A 32 B0 B 3 22 ik 4
WTRs , [FFEM “YHKZ 7 REHI.

MATE T ARIE “IERED. BIRZ W LY. Ao
JRERR” PR S, —&, ARHEET RN
Mo )5, ME NSRRI, B3 e N b
P&/ E R

FIL “IRHZ B A N, B Egmia
EAMIEE A REZTPHIE SRS, BkFEY
B, R “3C” #E , ZRbAE A s, 25
1EVRREE .

By 22 ORI I, 78 26 4 91 1 M L2 S HE T R T
HEEORTZE R FNNEE. BREXEWMSE,
BAEERGER E 7, B NG R 25 25 b o 4
S 1 D PR

ftbAr]

[R © 1]



South Wind

—a2—=2=F 2 FY (29) 74 TFTarELH

(20034 11 A 4 HE)
HATWHWHE-oL23 5850 R NETH,

NZ TEHRIEARANR TS, F— U 1ICH>TWV5
HAB#ZRTFTEH-56, FIE—ICHFAEL
SEEMRHS>TL BT EMEVTLEY, T, —
MCHERAIEE>TEIEIERMFHEND D £TH,
HEAR TTL] L0 FEZENTHEET 20X
EABHERTIN? TWikbHR] TOoh%EXE (K
BE-MEX)) FEEEA] 55 LEA TRKR
Fal P LERD ] WLFRT (&) Fal) [7&L
Hall HLoo LA TOMINS ETEEL [H
A= 0%Al T9, ANnZRAMELTEDEDIEDH
DEBAD, HEADIZFEAENZ S DTN
TL&OM"?

LA UL%aNS T T NZOD [SUSHL & & E4n]
DT, Halilc/z> TIRO AXAIVERNTF 2 K
NICHEDFELRED, TLIEHFAITE, UTHEERS L
WENZDEFERTREENTLE SN, HAANNZOD
HaZRBE LS TChEEa TRy LI5S
B0, IR0 ERIZAARTEREZ >, HET
Ha)EBRZDIEEE> TWVWS | EMELTLES
ZETL&ES,

M icfTo b6 Z0 oY) ERX%, H
ABLARNIVICASZBREEATERY] £
FOF w2 R X ¥ 7-01F, 10EL Eaficay R
VTCBNEHEET LIz, BRYOAKNTO Y KT
BERENCHEBIOEEEONA LA NI VAR YES
9. HBEIHABLA NSV TICED Halzd L,
HTERRGO 7 OIEH LIz L35 TERE
K> TWVWET, LKk, ZoHioaY L3kt
KL WS ROEIE TR, ZTOLHITHRNS &
MzENUIRE WS Bz DX 1A E L
Tz bURFZDRNITOR, REFHHATIEH D £H
ATLEDT, FE 70X LEETY RYT
FIETE oNDREFTF#EEENAXT, ZLT. C
CTNZTRLELA, 515, L5560, LE
iR, HEOMOERSICHIBLE Lz, HFrAlD
FER L X O e K, VA —A TV

e e (HAD

THEDOIAYEA)ERENTVET, T0D 2 DM
ZBEHRLWEFNCH O DT HRVIRDEVEELT
RDIZNETATIN, EIEDIFESIDTY, T
WAANES Dh - RERBWVIIFERZM#H L TV
BODTT, ek [TL) © 9] EHBHED 9]
WKHKRLTWEDTR AWV ERIEIEZET, TOD
MHE] BMEH SN TV ERWEIEER & IFPERT
DTIFZVHEND DHFADER T,

B3t Td, ZNZz2EBET 5 ANEVENTL &
S, TEIFEFETA UNBHEHLEH, 79V
X Ty N EMERZ DG v == a5 T
ESNTZE DRSNS | L) FiRZHFUC T
THELE L, ZNHE o0 &0, FEEHIE
MO TR E NI REN DD £, T
U CHIE TR FOEWER LU TG OMWE E 5%
Lz LF (FLF BB REBEOBENLE T,
IRTVAEFEOFERZMA T2 DIEFLF ThEW)
EREEICH L E W E 9, DX D FLBRERE THUK
BIICHICREERROEE 5 41085 FrkzE AN
ZEDEFFLFTIEEVEEEIZTRELE L,

FIEEZEMT 5 ehalixh, NORBIEEL
B eBULICEREIEELET, WoT. H
AROFRNCE TNE THA Lish o IeRDMilbn
ELTEHRZRI LT, Z2EhH > THURTITH,
ECHTRAEEZBD CENEINESHETET
FAWEFETDEENTLZ2DTREVNE-RS DI
FAZIITL &9 h Blic, #ERDODEXTH 5,
FUNRYTEARDD DB ZZKATEEF—T ¢
WETLENTT, FoNy TOTHICITI<E
ZEETHET, CORFRTHATIE AL Z>TWY
FIH. NCEREERZEROEE A

SPHAABOREBICETHR ETF I NHEallzh
5%, HAFERDOWDT ATV T 4T 1 — 7 iti
WCHETEZRNELRDTRAEONES S ERTFETT
Mo NZ TERNZBM 2> 72K LnEFR] D ENX
ENZDENDOHDT ETL X I D, HFrRIHAL
{722 EHAELARLL %D TDETT,

-10-



South Wind

A letter from New Zealand (29) Hello from Aotearoa

[November 4, 2003]

Some of you may know that sushi is very popular in
New Zealand. If you ask a New Zealander the name of
typical Japanese cuisine with which they are familiar, the
first answer will usually always be, “Sushi.”

Talking about sushi, we truly have various kinds, as you
know. What kind of sushi would you think of first? Per-
haps znari-zushi, or norimafki (fat and thin ones), temaki-zushi,
chirashi-zushi, Osaka-zushi (shaped sushi), Edomae-zushi (nigiri-
gushi), mushi-zushi and so on.

Since I was born and raised in Tokyo, and am an
“Edokko,” nigiri-zushi is what I think of when I think of
sushi. I do not think of myself as a typical Japanese but
I think most Japanese would think the same as me in this
instance, wouldn’t they?

In New Zealand, however, “sushi” means “maki-zushi,”
although recently I’ve seen the nigiri style here. However
nigiri-zushi here is as different from nigiti in Japan as chalk
is from cheese. If Japanese tasted sushi here, they might
say, “This is not sushi,” and get angry and tell themselves,
“Well I should eat sushi in Japan, not in a foreign country.”

I used to have a principle that I should eat the local
food when I visit other countries, and so never went to a
Japanese restaurant. However my principles gave way when
I visited London more than 10 years ago and ate sushi
there. Usually food in London tastes bad, and I could not
find a proper restaurant for lunch, so I happened to go to
a Japanese restaurant and order nigiri-zushi. I remember
well how excited and impressed I was with the red flesh of
the tuna. Since then I have changed my principles regard-
ing food—that is, that good food in an area is not limited to
the narrow category of local food but rather how the local
ingredients are truly utilized. I used to love #oro (the belly
part of tuna) and did not like the red flesh parts, so it’s quite
ironic that I could enjoy the taste of the red flesh of tuna in
London. Here in New Zealand I found the delicious taste
of shimakuro-dai (terakihi), gurnard, mato-dai (John Dory),
shima-aji (trevally) and the like, each of which is a white-
meat fish. The secret of the taste of sushi is how fresh
the fish and rice are. Fortunately in New Zealand they sell
Koshibikari rice, which is produced in Australia.

If we have the two essential ingredients, good rice and

fresh fish, we need never miss tasty sushi, do we? However,

Yayoi SOTOISHI (Japan)

it’s not as simple as that. The taste is completely different.
But what is different?

The big difference is that here they do not use su-meshi
(rice with vinegar and sugar). Originally, I understand that
the s# (meaning vinegar in Japanese) of sushi comes from
vinegar being a key ingredient, and I believe we should not

use the name sushi if vinegar is not an ingredient.

Eating habits reflect culture and nobody can deny this.
Nowadays people throughout the world produce a large
variety of sparkling wines, but the French declared that
the wine called “Champagne” should be limited to that
produced in the region of Champagne in France, which
sparked the custom that we should declare the place of
origin of products. Recently, Koreans defined the tradi-
tional taste of imchi as showing the difference of produc-
tion process, which is new to us. They said that kimchi
must undergo the process of lactic acid fermentation and
that “kimchi” which has added spices such as paprika
cannot be considered traditional kimchi. In short, the
Korean people declared that kimchi which has not ripened
through the process of lactic acid fermentation cannot be
considered authentic kimchi.

Globalization has lessened our awareness of boundar-
ies. People travel and work in various places throughout the
world, and this greatly affects our food culture. Accord-
ingly, it is natural for sushi to be made with ingredients
which may not have been used before. However I am afraid
that very strange sushi will be sold if we do not retain a

basic standard.

Actually, it is very rare that a New Zealander can dis-
tinguish between Japanese nori-maki and &zzpap, which is
the Korean version of nori-maki. The rice for kinpap is
mixed with sesame oil and salt. At this point I think kinpap

cannot be considered sushi, yet many people think it is.

Is it over the top to say that we should make a declara-
tion identifying the distinct taste of sushi, since sushi has
been promoted as representative of Japanese cuisine?

When will I be able to eat delicious sushi here in New
Zealand using ingredients from the local area? When I

think about missing sushi, I also miss Japan.
[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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South Wind

All Directions of Bangkok (17) From Thailand - A Pleasant Country
Asia is his stage (2) Shioya Yokosuka-san’s Challenge - The Excellent Villain

(Cont. from SW No.39)

[November 1, 2003]

Yokosuka-san came back from Ghana in 1978 to chase

his dream of becoming an actor. However, he was unfortu-

nate in not having any pull with the entertainment business.

So, he decided to wait for an opportunity to study acting

at a training school, while making his living doing manual

labor on a construction site. Before long, he was able to

gain admission to the Toho Training School of Acting,

devoting himself to performance, and where he had a fate-
ful encounter with Mr. Masatsugu Takase.

Mzr. Takase is an expert in sword battles and action
dramas. He plays dual roles of a movie and action direc-
tor. He not only served as action director in “Be-Bop High
School,” “Marusa no Onna” and more recently, “Wasabi”
staring Ryoko Hirosuye, but also as movie director of his
own movies. He heads the Takase School in Fuchu-city,
Tokyo, and undertakes the task of setting up quite a few TV
programs, movies, and plays. Mr. Yokosuka entered Takase’s
school when he was 24, hoping to pursue roles as a bad guy,
and trained himself for action, performance, and vocaliza-
tion under the strict guidance of Mr. Takase.

Mr. Yokosuka said he was very skinny then, which is
hard to believe given his present stature. He made up his
mind to get a strong physique suitable for playing a bad
guy. Besides disciplining himself, he checked his diet and
improved it. He was 58 kilograms before, and now weighs
in at 80 kilos, having acquired a muscular body befitting for
a villain. Mr. Yokosuka says, “Being an actor is a tough job,
because you need to keep your figure while shooting scenes.
What if you are fat in one scene and thin in another? Main-
taining your figure is the pride of a professional.”

Mt. Yokosuka’s talent flowered at the Takase School. He
attracted people’s attention, and appeared in a wide range
of movies, TV programs, and plays, such as “Be-Bop High
School,” “Abunai Deka” and “The Ultraman Gaia.” Above
all, he can never forget about having co-starred with the late
Yusaku Matsuda. Mr. Matsuda was thoroughly absorbed

Masami IWAFUNE (Japan)

in perfecting his role and never showed any willingness to
compromise. He even paid close attention to how an extra
supposed to be acting as a policeman walked, Mr. Yokosuka
says. Mr. Yusaku Matsuda was Mr Yokosuka’s role model,
and he can never replace the experience and knowledge he
gained from acting with Mr. Matsuda.

Mr. Yokosuka had been an actor for more than 20 years
before he was forced to give up acting in 2001, due to a
knee injury from a series of violent action scenes. Since
then he has given all his time to enjoying movies working
as a guard, while the expectation for his comeback has been
mounting more and more. “A man of talent” can never

hide.

Mr. Yokosuka chose Bangkok as his new stage. “The
action level of Thai movies is quite high. ‘Ongbaak,” a very
popular movie in Thai, shows superb action scenes. You can
never find an actor who can show that good a performance
either in Hong Kong or in Hollywood. It’s very possible to
make Thai movies appealing to Hollywood. I’'m proud of
my skill and would like to train young Thai actors,” says Mr.
Yokosuka.

He is getting a great deal of public attention day by day.
He is expected to appear in advertisements and movies one
after another, and you may be able to watch his perfor-

mance on screen shortly.

A movie actor—many people would like to be one once
in a lifetime at least, but it is extremely difficult to come up
against such an unsparing world. Particularly, Mr. Yokosuka’s
challenge is in a foreign country, which makes me imagine
that he may often feel lost regardless of his long and pros-
perous career. Yet, Mr. Shioya Yokosuka is proud of being a
professional in Thailand.

Asia is a large region, but it is not large enough for a

man of Mr. Yokosuka’s talent.

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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Friendship Lounge

The Friendship Lounge is open to all, Japanese and
foreigners, from 6:30-8:30 PM on the third Friday of every
even-numbered month except August. The lounge is for
those who wish to enjoy chatting, exchanging communi-
cation and/or making new friends. Reservations are not
required.

We try to appoint a new leader for every meeting
(lounge) and the leader chooses the theme for that meeting.
The theme is simple and easy so that everybody can join
and enjoy himself or herself. The themes we picked so far
were mainly traditional Japanese amusements such as fold-
ing Japanese and colored paper (origami), music play, bon-
odori (Bon dancing) and exchange of views. Participants
are requested to bring cookies or snacks costing ¥200 or
less, while drinks such as black tea, green tea and coffee are
served by MIA. These drinks and snacks help to smooth
the conversation and participants tend to forget passing of
the time.

Following is a comment sent to us from Ms. Yuki
AMAKASU who joined MIA very recently:

“I had a chance to participate in the Friendship Lounge
in June and October. On these occasions, I had a chance
to talk in English with a lady from India and a lady from
China, a company employee. While bon-dancing was a little
hard for me and I sweated, it was so much fun that I almost
forgot the passing of time. Though I had no chance to
talk with foreigners at the October meeting, I enjoyed chat-
ting with other Japanese members on topics apart from my
routine life while folding paper like I used to when I was in
elementary school. My daily life is simple, going back and
forth between my home and the office and the experience
I had with this Salon was so fresh and exciting that I imme-
diately applied for MIA membership in October. I wish to
participate in more MIA events in future.”

We, the Friendship Lounge committee members, wish
to make the Salon more attractive to participants and wish
to invite suggestions and ideas from all interested people on
the theme and the content of the event.

Hiroko HIRAI
Vice-chairperson, Event Committee
[Translated by: A. KUSHIMA]

ey (2003410 A 17 H)
Friendship Salon: Oct. 17, 2003
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HAGATiEd & “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

EXEERFRIE TR, HARGEZE L TOTEEBRICGEIT RSN WNEANDT., il kizb%z
DL Dz, GEEICEEE BB ONEAND 2RI THAGETHT R Z8H 1B, LEHIBWT
WET, FR LNV TRELAGEER OIS, ERLN)VTREEREE OISR ED E T, LCJ R
TUTAT AR ITIRBRELTELET, TO—E, TS ZEv,

Hicb: 2H21H (). 3H13H (). 4H17H () Fuill~F#% 1283070

(1 A kE)
B Fr: ZHNNFR—IL ARX—ZD X2 4-1-23)

This is a great opportunity to make new friends and practice your Japanese conversation skills. If you want to make
friends, and have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ meeting. We have
intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanese!! Feel free to join us.

Date: Saturdays, February 21 and March 13 and April 17 (no meeting in January)
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

JEECH LA “Let’s Rediscover Japan
X EERFHIE T, JEEEICL % TEEERE] o228 KR —£23E = TEHICBEWT
WET,

HAIZDWT, Ao T3 EE->T0TE, FRAEELTVWEIEDNHEME LNEEA, Tz,
DT ELZMBTET, HRADZ LZMB L HEMELNTEA,

o7y I LT BE, AC—A—N—D0f 8zl £ T, AY—H—DFFLZMLZTT
<. BIERLOTV—F 1 XAy a YORREH D £9,
ke BHHE0, TO—EITSMZE D, HILLERDBHZEZ0NE LNEE A,

Hict: 2A21H (). 3130 (£). 4A17H (1) % 18305 ~3HK 30
(1 Hi3kE)

B ZHNNFR—I)L AR—ZD (FEXZ 4-1-23)

This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings
include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcomel

Date: Saturdays, February 21 and March 13 and April 17 (no meeting in January)

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Post-script

Looking at a brand new calendar, I tell myself to say “good-bye” to the unhappy incidents that took
place during the previous year and tune myself to a new resolution not to indulge in regrets in the new year.
Thanks to the wisdom of our ancestors who created the calendar, I have a yearly opportunity to contemplate
the past and renew my mind. And I pray that everybody has started off a promising and peaceful year.

From this year, 2004, South Wind changes its publication dates to January, April, July and October. This
revision may better reflect the distinctive seasons in Japan as a quartetly.

Occasionally, we would like to propose a theme for you to write about for South Wind. We look for-
ward to receiving various articles on the proposed subject. Also, we invite you to suggest a subject or theme
appropriate for the quarterly.

Needless to say, we always welcome articles relating to topics other than the specified theme. Please
remember that South Wind aims to provide you with the opportunity to understand others better by
acquainting you with many different opinions and ideas reflecting different cultural backgrounds. We empha-
size that the active participation of our readers will greatly contribute to enriching this quarterly in terms of
its contents.

Thank you in advance for your continued support of South Wind in this year 2004.

Yoshiko NAKANO
Editor-in-Chief
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South

Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-

tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Youtr most embarrasing moment" for South Wind No. 42 is February 10.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be less than
1,000 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-int-assn.gt.jp
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