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Inquiries and reservations for events listed in this issue of Kawaraban will be accepted by phone or email to the MIA office.
* If you have not received a reply to your email within a week, please contact us by phone.

Phone: 03-6440-0233 Email: office@minato-intl-assn.qr.jp
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Participation fee: free (non-Japanese only)
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Minato Nihongo Tomodachi no Kai (=
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This program pairs foreigners learning Japanese with Japanese volunteers who can help them improve
their Japanese communication skills. It is fully supported by the Minato City Office. If you are looking
for a Japanese-speaking partner to practice with, please join us! Reservations are required prior to
attendance. Please contact us by email (minatomo@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp).

*Basic Japanese level is a must! (People who can conduct daily conversation in Japanese are eligible to participate.)
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~ MIA member’s report ~

On Feb. 6, 2021, the “Let’s Travel to Kosovo Online!”
event was held. It was organized by Minato International
Association, in cooperation with the Embassy of the
Republic of Kosovo and Japan-Kosovo Association.

Mr. Enis Xhemaili, Chargé d'Affaires ad interim of the
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo, gave a presentation
about various tourist attractions, foods, and crafts of
Kosovo. Ms. Yumi Yasuda from Japan-Kosovo
Association “Friends of Kosovo” shared her experiences
while living in Kosovo for five years. Then we were taken
on a virtual tour of the Embassy, followed by a Q&A
session. We really had a wonderful time.

Kosovo is a mountainous country in south-eastern
Europe near Italy and Greece. It is rich in natural beauty
and has various historical and cultural sites. The size of
the country is as large as Gifu prefecture. About 70% of
the total population is under the age of 35.

Kosovo became independent on Feb 17, 2008. It has
become a vibrant and safe state full of rewarding
experiences for independent travelers. In the post-
COVID-19 world, Kosovo will be a must-visit country.

Chargé d'Affaires ad interim Mr. Enis Xhemaili was very
friendly, and kindly answered our questions. (Excerpt)

Q: I'm happy to hear you liked Japan. Where is your
favorite place?

A: | would say Kyoto. Kyoto is very beautiful and similar to
Kosovo. | love Kobe as well because we don’t have the sea.

Q: Are there any good Kosovan restaurants in Tokyo?
What is speca?

A: Not yet. | hope we have one in the future.
Speca is like a pepper. We cook it in summer because
summer is very hot and we don'’t feel like eating meat, so
we have fresh vegetables like pepper.

Q: How many Kosovans are there in Japan?
A: | know about 20 people are here, most of them are Ph.D.
college or graduate students.

Q: How do children spend time after school?

A: We have a younger population, so lots of people go to
school in Kosovo. They engage in different activities such
as dancing, sports, and language studies. I'm surprised
how many students like Japanese manga or anime.

Q: What is your favorite dish?

A: | love sushi and okonomiyaki. My favorite Kosovan food is
casserole with beef or lamb, cooked with vegetables like
peppers, carrots, onions, and garlic. When it is cold, | have
garlic because it is healthy.
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