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Greetings from the Chairperson

The Minato International Association (MIA) carries out
wide-ranging cross-cultural activities and provides assistance
to foreign residents of Minato, which hosts the embassies of
more than eighty countries and where foreigners from over
130 countries live.

MIA also works with embassies to organize country
introduction days that present a selected country’s history,
culture, tourism and industry to attendees. We held two such
events in 2013 featuring Cambodia and Belarus.

While I have visited more than 150 countries, I have yet to
go to Belarus. I became acquainted with its wonderful culture,
dances, architecture and delicious food that day. These events
have expanded my opportunities for cross-cultural interaction
with people around the world in addition to what I have gained
while traveling.

Kaoru Kanetaka, Chairperson, Minato International
Association

Even Higher Goals

We are in our fourth year since MIA became an independent
organization. If you take the meaning of international
exchange at face value, it would amount to something
like “making friends with foreigners.” However, genuine
international exchange does not arise unless we acquire
the deep understanding the phrase implies. We would end
up deteriorating into a mere event production company.
Foreigners lead lives that are no different than those of
Japanese—they just have different cultures in the background.
Now that over two decades have elapsed, MIA must pursue
even higher goals, seeking what is imbued in international
exchange via other cultures and interaction with people.

Yoshiya Mikami, Chief Director, Minato International
Association
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We are now inviting new members to help plan and
manage MIA events. Please contact us for more
information.
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BAESE 3,000 H Individual: ¥ 3,000
KiE=8 5,000 [ Family: ¥ 5,000
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EAESE 30,000 [ Corporation: ¥ 30,000
HELH 1,500 M Student: ¥ 1,500
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Cross-cultural communication activities
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Programs conducted in English—Let’s Rediscover Japan
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Exchanging opinions in Japanese—Let's Chat in Japanese

BEER - BIEREED
Interpreting and translating activities
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Intercultural events
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Events by and for youth (20's-30's)

MIA activities ’
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Team meetings
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PR activities
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Japanese and foreign language study
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Assisting foreigners

SEAMERNE
Consultation for foreigners
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Japanese Conversation Partners
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Homestays and home visits
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Activities in support of Minato City Office
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Activities conducted jointly with other organizations

LCJ (Let’s Chat
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culture.

Let’s Chat in Japanese (LCJ)

Many people who are studying
Japanese have few opportunities
to really use it. LCJ is a great
opportunity to make new friends and
practice Japanese conversation
skills while chatting about interesting
topics. You might learn something
new about someone else’s country or



LRJ (Let’s Rediscover Japan)

Let’s Rediscover Japan (LR])
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This program is conducted in English. Can you communicate
what you know about Japan and your home country to
someone else? Do you know who you are? At each meeting a
speaker gives a talk on a particular topic.

There is time for free discussion among participants after
each presentation.

Interpreting and Translating
Activities
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We carry out interpretation and translation in various
languages in connection with MIA activities and Minato
City government programs, answering the needs of people
who do not speak Japanese well, so that everyone can feel at
ease participating in the local community. MIA is expanding
its activities with a registration system for volunteer
emergency interpreters.

Cultural Exchange Team
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This committee organizes and is in
charge of running various intercultural
events including the New Year’s Party,
Presenting a Country Day and the Bus
Hike.
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Youth Team

1—RAF—LTEFEF. —AZHODOFHER
BEZTVET. WAVLALEEDSFE
W ZER S IcHDNIBEEDDHERN
TT, INFTEBEUCECHRE. BB
UCTLB DN FEDFREZEEB T TR
[CERLEVL. BUPE LI ZONBEEA .
BARHSDDINEZRFE RS ENTESDT
L&k Do

HNBENETREERTER

HANXER—MEXRELERBO ST R B AL

PRF— A4

The youth team organizes an
overnight program in Hakone
every year to encourage interaction
among young people from various
countries. They can freely discuss
things they have encountered
and their everyday concerns, and
perhaps even share their joys and
problems.
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We cooperate with other teams and the Minato City
administration to encourage cross-cultural interaction through:
1. publishing Kiteki Issei;
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2. publishing the Kawaraban newsletter;

3. managing the website;

4. participating in the Minato Citizens’
Festival;

5. assisting with embassy-sponsored events;

6. assisting with Minato City-sponsored
programs for foreigners;

7. cooperating in activities to promote
interaction with local community members.
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Japanese Language Courses
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Texts that emphasize basic conversation skills for
foreigners are used in the beginning Japanese-language
courses (I and II), and students learn how to express
themselves. There are also opportunities for mutual
understandmg of different cultures and ways of thinking.
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ARA VEEEFIALTWSEL  Countries in Which Spanish Is Used

Después del inglés y del

Spanish Language Course

Spoken by 400 million people in 25 countries, Spanish
is the most common language after English and Chinese
worldwide. Words in the Spanish class are analyzed by
comparing them to English and Japanese, making it easy
to learn by confirming with one’s ears and eyes. The goal
is to have students
use their individual
capabilities in Spanish

chino, el espafiol es el idioma
mds hablado en el mundo. Es
el idioma de 25 paises con un
poblacién de 400 millones.

MEXICO

to experience the
different cultures of
Spanish-speaking
countries in South
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El método estd basado en GUATEMALA Ameri d elsewh
. EL SALVADOR merica and eisewnere.
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e tal manera que es 'facﬂ COSTA RICA VENEZUELA
de comparar con el idioma PANAMA COLOMBIA
japonés o con el inglés para
hacer entender las similitudes y ECUADOR
asi hacerlo fécil de memorizar. PERU BOLVIA

Espero que el método
entusiasme a los estudiantes no CHILE PARAGUAY
solo a aprender el espafiol sino
también a viajar por algunos URUGUAY
de los paises latinoamericanos ARGENTINA

y experimentar por s{ mismos
lo interesante y divertida que
es la cultura latinoamericana.
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Chinese Language Course

Do you have an interest in the Chinese language? In our
Chinese-language class, time is first devoted to providing
beginners with a command of sounds and simple words
used in everyday conversation. In the case of people
who have already studied Chinese, course content that
conveys information about China’s profound culture and

its multiple regions from varied perspectives is included.

Brush Up English Course

This course’s objective is to train interpreters. The goal is to
polish everyday conversational skills, while at the same time
using drills to build the ability to explain Japanese culture
and social phenomena in English, accustom students to the
various types of English spoken worldwide, and broaden
vocabulary skills and improve listening abilities. Beginning
and intermediate courses were added in fiscal 2013.



ANEDAN (EF7

Foreigners’ Advisory Service
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Foreigners’ Advisory Service accepts inquiries Mondays—Saturdays
during business hours. Information about the appropriate offices to contact is
offered in case of questions involving legal or other matters requiring special

expertise. Reservations are required.

JCP (japanesé Conversation Partner)

DG

Japanese Conversation Partner

(JCP)
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JCP activities are meant to provide foreigners who are
learning Japanese with conversation partners who will
help them acquire genuine Japanese communication skills.
Japanese volunteer partners are matched with foreigners
who want to practice Japanese conversation.

Why Not Use the International
Communication Space?
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The Minato City government supports the activities of
organizations and groups whose membership primarily
consists of Minato residents. Use of the meeting rooms in the
International Communication Space is free of charge, and
various groups are already conducting their own activities.

Groups with five or more members need to register to use
the facilities. Please provide your organization’s bylaws,
membership list and a description of planned activities when
registering.
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Asakusa neighborhood walking tour BEEAIEAE  Tokyo Bay Grand Fireworks Festival

BV UWERKH  Japanese cooking class —a2—4F—/%—7¢— MIANewYears Party
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Friendship Lounge: yukata and tea ceremony
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INZINA T (REf4L) .Bus Hike (Sengen Shrine)
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(03) 6440-0233
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office@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp

www.minato-intl-assn.gr.jp/



