®
—RXBAEIEA
BRERSRIBES
®
2013

Minato
International

Association
News

\ -

1-ZBEXBSinFER  (FR24 £11 F 24, 25 B)
World Youth Discussion in Hakone (November 24 and 25, 2012)

C ONTENT S

=R - BERERE 2 Greetings from the Chairperson and Chief Director
BHS5E 3-8 Information




FREE

BRERSSAHE (M| A) Di—ig84
HEANICIED, BLEDT, FH4FE
BFE Ul

COB. M| AlF300EVRED
ARDALEED, 82 NEDKEEN
EFoCLaEt AN LTZEN
ZTNORFEEPLPVS VA EEREEE
#HHUL T BILVERSSUEEIPHAEA
MEEBICIDEATER Uz,

M1 AlE 201288 11H. BER
MEXRERAZ (GR | PS) CHEIT, RRBAENREZR
ZRIEL. Z<ONEAPEZEC DIFXYEDE. 1EX] 72
LATEBVFE LT

Flo. BEOKFEEDH L EEDIC TOEDESE. X1t 8.
EELEZENI D [ERENT—] Z8%(7. 2012F(C(F. /C
—L—> RYDFOEOREK. HADOED PHZERET 218E
DZRDEHZETOT1-ALTEX LI,

2DDEED. DD DTHNCZEDHDFEITDT, TDE
DEBLLER, VBRI EZERICTHEVZLE Ul

HOFRLF. BROERPVNDOTEEF ST USVIRALK
L—RODHT, BEPIA VERHZOL. BEVDEP AL 7Z
RADEDIIZ2 T —Y3VDHETHS [EEIAREE] =
BRICDLBHTIETT ., ZI TR HFRFPDALD [FMDF] (C
o THOVELDTTY, FHIFEIDSEFTNET.

*E DhdD
i Hk & g RS %

BIiom2 1 F720R M | AlFZIED
ETEICED EBZAD T &1 < ik
ULCETVET . BEDBINRT KD
[CEBRZRZTEHE Uik BAED
SO7IYIAVHEHEL REDES]
[CRDTERONTECVET, BED
BN (ERBENT—) 35D 38HEZ
BATHD. BXAD 82 DXFEDH
HITBOTVERT, &HICHRF. XE
T INAFV T BLIULLEBERSIR.
BEED U—ZVJ%, SEILERICENDEAARDMNILEZE
ToTVET, 5. BEFEDT7ITAETARIFTHL
UWEAEOEBEOAHICBIRBLWER ZIT O TVWERT, &<
[CHENCNETE > TE/DI\DZEEN LT, WAWLWAIEE
E)ZiED DU —TPERD A E IR L. SPEEL
UTcEBREEBIDIENMNIE DI CTITER T COXRDICTEXE
BB aDEEZIRILF YY1 [CHELFRT,

HER RE Rtb

Greetings from the Chairperson

A full four years have passed since Minato International
Association (MIA) became an independent organization.

During those four years, the almost 300 members of MIA
have taken advantage of the fact that Minato City is the
location of embassies from 82 different countries by working
together with those embassies and various groups affiliated
with them to engage in a wide range of different types of
international exchange activities and to help foreign residents.

On August 11, 2012, MIA worked together with the National
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) to organize
a viewing of the Tokyo Bay Grand Fireworks Festival and
succeeded in introducing fireworks, one of the highlights of Edo
culture, to a large number of foreign residents and students.

MIA has also worked with embassies to organize individual
country introduction days in which participants are introduced
to information about a country, such as the country’s history,
culture, tourism, and industry. In 2012, MIA organized cultural
exchange events in which participants were introduced to the
people, local dances, and songs of Bahrain and Botswana.
I had been to both of these countries in the past, so I gave a
presentation about them that included some of their rare sights
and deep history.

My aspiration is to build an international exchange hall
in Minato City that will serve as a place for communication
where people from around the world can enjoy wine, tea, and
other refreshments together in a relaxing atmosphere and come
to a deeper understanding of other countries and people. I hope
that this international exchange hall will serve as a place of wa
(harmony) for people from around the world. This harmony
will surely lead to peace.

Kaoru Kanetaka, Chairperson, Minato International Association

Working Together with New Groups

Since MIA was established a full 21 years ago, the
association has been continuously planning and holding a
variety of different events. The association, as its name would
suggest, is centered around international exchange. The hard
work of the association’s members has enabled it to pursue a
variety of different types of activities one after another. The
association has now held 38 individual country introduction
days (A Day to Present a Country) and surely will soon have
held introduction days for half of the countries represented
by the 82 embassies in Minato City. In addition, by serving
as an intermediary between organizations, the association
has aided in the development of a wide variety of activities,
including cultural exchange, hiking, Japanese cooking class,
and language training. Of course, the association is not just
involved in its own activities but also helps to guide the
internationalization of new organizations. The association
draws particularly on the knowledge that it has accumulated
over time to help groups and organizations examine the variety
of different types of activities that they are promoting and
fit the activities into a framework of international activity,
which has now become the norm. In this way, MIA is moving
forward energetically in the fulfillment of its goals.

Yoshiya Mikami, Chief Director, Minato International Association
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Spring Kawagoe Hiking %
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On May 26 (Sat.)
MIA went to Kawagoe
City in Saitama |
Prefecture. Kawagoe is
known as “Little Edo”
because it still retains
the atmosphere of the
Edo era (1603-1868).
The area is also known §
for snacks made |
from sweet potato.
Participants gathered at
Hon-Kawagoe Station
on the Seibu Shinjuku
Line at 9:30 a.m.; visited Kitain (a Buddhist temple), the
Kawagoe Castle Main Palace, and Hikawa Shrine; and finished
the tour at 3 p.m. at Kashiya Yokocho (sweetshop street) in the
downtown area. The group was accompanied by two experienced
guides (speaking in Japanese and English). There were a total
of 33 participants, including 9 foreigners, and there were more
young women than usual. People were especially impressed by
the humorous expressions of the Five Hundred Arhats at Kitain
temple; the front of the Kawagoe Castle Main Palace, which
looks like the set of a movie; and the 15 m tall torii at Hikawa
Shrine.

Presenting a Country Day
Bahrain
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Bahrain Day, which was held on June 9 (Sat.), was the 37"
Presenting a Country Day that MIA has held in cooperation with
a foreign embassy. The event had more than 120 participants,
including Ambassador Khalil Bin Ebrahim Hassan, guests, and
embassy staff members. Participants in the event were given an
introduction to Bahrain that included the following information.
Bahrain consists of 40 islands along the Arabian Peninsula.
Openness and freedom are at the core of Bahrain’s culture, and
Bahrain is known as the country with the freest society in the
Middle East. The country’s economy is centered around the
export of oil and oil products, and in recent years, Bahrain has
been building its reputation as a financial hub. Participants were
enthralled by an expert performance of Arabian music. Next,
the participants were offered Arabian food that was carefully
prepared by the owner and chef of a restaurant in Yokohama and
chatted pleasantly as they enjoyed their food and drinks.
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Friendship Lounge
How About Trying a Yukata ?
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As part of the Friendship Lounge program, a yukata (cotton
kimono for summer) wearing event was held again this year on
June 29 (Fri.) at 6:30 p.m. The event took place in a Japanese-
style room at Libra (Minato City Gender Equality Center). There
were 19 foreign participants and four Japanese participants. The
men and women split into two separate groups and were shown
how to put on a yukata and obi sash. Then everyone practiced
together. There were many young people among the participants;
they learned quickly and were able put on the yukata skillfully.
They had fun taking pictures of each other.

The Tokyo Bay Grand Fireworks
Viewing Event
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GRIPS (National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies) and MIA
held a joint event at The Tokyo Bay Grand Fireworks Viewing
Event, which was held on August 11 (Sat.). The majority of the 41
participants were foreign students at GRIPS, and many of them
had never seen fireworks in Japan before. As the participants lined
up to wait for their seats, some students were already absorbed
in international exchange. As the students watched the summer
performance cooled by the ocean breeze, the smiles on their faces
as they were lit up by the fireworks were a sight to behold.
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Jogashima (Miura Peninsula) and Mitsubishi
Minatomirai Industrial Museum (Yokohama) -
Bus Hike
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MIA’s annual
international exchange
bus hike took place
, on September 29
(Sat.). At 7:30 a.m., 36
participants (including
eight foreigners) went
straight from Kita-
Aoyama toward the
Miura Peninsula.
The participants
were blessed with
- good weather and
reached the vicinity of the white Jogashima Lighthouse at the
west end of Jogashima Island at 10 a.m. They then embarked on
a hike along the reef area lining the coast. They took a break at
Umanose Domon (sea cave). After completing an approximately
two-kilometer course, they reached Jogashima Park and walked
around, enjoying Awasaki Lighthouse and other sights. With
Tokyo Bay spread out before their eyes, they were able to gaze
out onto the Boso Peninsula and Oshima Island and take in the
beautiful nature that surrounded them.

At 1:30 p.m., they left the island for the Mitsubishi
Minatomirai Industrial Museum in Yokohama. The participants
were able to learn about some of the cutting-edge technology in
Japan through exhibits by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. that
were divided into themes such as aerospace, the ocean, aviation
and transport, and the environment and energy. We would like
to express our deep gratitude to Mr. and Ms. Tsukuda (who are
members of MIA), who recommended that we visit the museum.
(Mr. Tsukuda is the chairman of the board at Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries).

Minato Citizen’s Festival of
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Minato City held the 31" Minato Citizen’s Festival over the
entire area of Shiba Park on October 6 (Sat.) and 7 (Sun.). The
festival was once again blessed with good weather this year, and a
total of approximately 230,000 people reportedly participated over
the course of the two days on which the festival took place. MIA’s
booth was located on the side of the pilgrimage path to Zojoji
(a Buddhist temple). The booth was popular among foreigners
and children, with paper airplanes, kendama (a game involving
a cup and ball), daruma otoshi (a game involving knocking out
pieces of a doll
using a hammer),
and a flag quiz.
The booth also
featured Japanese
and English kami-
shibai (picture-
story shows) of
Momotaro, which
were performed
alternately.
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Presenting a Country Day

<
Botswana
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Botswana Day, which was held
on November 3, was MIA’s 38"
Presenting a Country Day. The event
had more than 100 participants,
including Pule Mphothwe, who holds
the position of Charge d’ Affaires of
the embassy, his wife, guests, and
embassy staff members.

Participants in the event were given
an introduction to Botswana that
included the following information.
Botswana is a landlocked country
located in the center of Southern
Africa. The country shares its eastern
and southern border with South
Africa and has been praised as the
honor student of Africa. Botswana is
known for its rich mineral resources and as an exporter of gem-
quality diamonds. The country is also known as a treasure trove of
beautiful nature and wild animals. The performance of the music
and dance of Botswana by foreign students living in Japan filled
the event with a festive atmosphere and was met with applause by
the audience.

The participants were treated by the embassy to the food of
Botswana, which the country is very proud of. Participants had
pleasant conversations while enjoying the food together with
wine and other refreshments.
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The 4th Minato City Fair of Manu-
facturing, Commerce, and Tourism
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The 4th Minato City Fair of Manufacturing, Commerce,
and Tourism was held for two days—November 9 (Fri.) and
10 (Sat.)—at Tokyo Midtown in Akasaka. The fair had a very
international atmosphere. It grows more and more popular each
time it is held at a different venue every two years. Minato City
works together with a special committee to run the fair. A variety
of different businesses, businesspeople, and public institutions
participate. This year we worked together with 18 embassies to
set up booths introducing various countries. They exhibited and
sold special products and folk art, gave people opportunities to
try new food and drinks, and served as places for international
exchange. There were also stage performances, including dancing
and magic tricks at this very popular event.



21— AR RS in #ilR

Hakone World Youth Discussion
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The 19" World Youth Discussion took place on November 24
(Sat.) and 25 (Sun.) at the Hakone Nikoniko Kogen Gakuen.
There were many participants from China at this year’s
discussion. The theme was “What Japan means to me,” and
the participants had a lively exchange of opinions regarding
this fascinating topic. Some of the
opinions that people expressed
included “the people are nice,” “the
vending machines are convenient,”
“the food isn’t spicy,” “people hesitate
to hug others,” “there are many natural
disasters,” and “there are differences
between what people say and how
they really feel.” The participants were
able to engage in very meaningful
international exchange.
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Friendship Lounge—Magic and
Singing Songs in Sign Language
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On December 7 (Fri.) at 6 p.m., graduates of
the Minato City Challenge Community University
performed magic and sang in sign language. The
magic group had improved since last year. The
sign language group performed Tomodachi ni naru
tame ni (to make friends) and, since Christmas
was coming up, they also performed Christmas
Eve. In the middle of the event, the participants
relaxed with snacks and drinks. In the second part
of the event, the magic group revealed the secrets
to their tricks, and everyone learned sign language
together. The event went smoothly, and everyone had fun.
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Oishii Kokusai Koryu—
Japanese Cooking
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A Japanese cooking class was held on December 15 (Sat.).
The class had 16 non-Japanese participants who made three
Japanese sweets: tofu and pearl barley dumplings, chestnuts
with red bean paste, and steamed red bean cakes. The
atmosphere was very relaxed. After a demonstration showing
how to prepare the sweets, everyone started making them, and
when the sweets were finished, people took commemorative

' photos of each other
| and talked about the
foods of their home
countries. Some
participants said that
they loved the event
and others wanted to
- know when the event
would be held next,
because they were
eager to participate
again.
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- ; . some changes were made to the program and the drawing so that
more people could enjoy the party. Just like last year, the party
was divided into an entertainment area and an exchange area.
In the entertainment area, in the spirit of traditional New Year’s
celebrations, there was a shamisen performance and an unusual
erhu performance. A Chinese mascot also made an appearance. This
was followed by a performance by a club that sings Japanese songs
in English and a place for enjoying traditional tea. The exchange
area was very lively, with guests and participants immersed in
conversation. In the drawing held at every New Year’s party, there
were new elements, such as having visiting ambassadors take the
stage to draw the winning tickets. This made the lottery even more
fun, and after the party finished, some people looked like they were
not ready to leave.

MIA New Year’s Party
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