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Spring Hiking in Kamakura (June 4, 2011)
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Greetings from the Chairperson

March 2012 marks the third anniversary of the establishment
of Minato International Association (MIA) as an independent
incorporated foundation. Minato City is home to the embassies
of 79 countries, and MIA makes good use of this unique
situation, organizing a broad range of international exchange
activities for its more than 300 members, with the cooperation
of the individual embassies and related organizations.

Last summer, MIA sponsored a charity piano concert at
Suntory Hall, inviting two French pianists who wished to
show their support for children who had become orphaned as a
result of the March 11 East Japan Great Earthquake Disaster.

In MIA’s program called A Day to Present a County, the
history, culture, tourism and present trends of a particular
county are introduced in cooperation with people from the
embassy of that country. In 2011, MIA co-sponsored two “A
Day to Present a Country” events, one spotlighting Nigeria
and the other, Iran; guests enjoyed performances of local
music and dance. Iran Day was special, as the party was held
at the ambassador’s residence, where His Excellency kindly
entertained the guests in a truly international atmosphere.

My dream is to build an international exchange hall in
Minato City that will act as a kind of communication center
where people can get together at any time and relax over a
cup of tea or glass of wine, and learn more about each other’s
country and people. Hopefully, the hall will be a place of
wa (harmony), not only for MIA but also for international
associations across Japan and around the world.

I believe that love and peace are bound to grow if people talk
with each other directly and make an effort to understand one
another.

Kaoru Kanetaka
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Celebrating the 20th anniversary of
MIA

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the founding of the
Minato International Association (MIA). The association has
contributed to the furthering of internationalism, through the
support of its many enthusiastic members and administrators.
Promoting exchange among people, irrespective of nationality,
has been the backbone of seminars and events held by the
association.

MIA’s activities at the annual Minato Citizens’ Festival
include an outdoor tea ceremony and offering foreigners
the opportunity to experience wearing a kimono. Their
warm smiles and enjoyment of the cultural experience are
heartwarming. This year MIA’s planned programs include
“World Youth Discussion,” an overnight trip aimed at fostering
international understanding among young people; a one-day
bus and hiking trip for all ages and nationalities; a New Year’s
party; and two “A day to present a country” events.

Yoshiya Mikami, Chief Director



L.

3. 11 NDRT VT4 THiL

Report on volunteer activities in con-
nection with the March 11th disaster
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Following the March
11th East Japan Great
Earthquake Disaster, Minato
International Association
quickly held meetings to
talk about what the group
could do to help in the face
of such a disaster. Thanks
to a member’s personal
connection with Chopin
Competition prize winner
French pianist Guillaume
Masson and Japanese
pianist Kaori Ono, MIA,
with the help of the Lion’s
Club, was able to organize
a charity piano concert held
at Suntory Hall on July
22, that attracted a capacity crowd of 436. The two pianists
paid their own air fares and stayed at volunteers’ homes. MIA
organized an international support circle and donated about 2.07
million yen to the disaster-stricken area through Ashinaga (a
Japanese charity supporting orphans).
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Spring Hiking—
Kamakura and Zazen
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Under the bright skies of a break in the rainy season on June 4,
MIA friends and members enjoyed hiking around Kamakura.

As a result of the East Japan disaster, some of the non-Japa-
nese applicants decided not to join us, leaving 41 participants—
including nine foreigners. Zazen (meditation while seated) is an
unusual experience, not only for foreigners but also for Japanese,
and the keisaku made a strong impression on all of us. The pro-
gram prepared by Engakuji temple was appropriate for begin-
ners. Having the zazen session before the hike helped to promote
natural conversation among the participants.
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Friendship Lounge—
Let's Wear Yukata
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On June 24, the Japanese room at
Shiroganedai Ikiiki Plaza buzzed with 28
non-Japanese and three Japanese, who were
practicing how to wear yukata. This was
even greater than the number of participants
we had last year. Most of the participants
did not bring yukata with them. We had
enough yukata for the female participants,
but sets of yukata and obi for the male
participants were in short supply, so the
men had to take turns wearing the yukata.
There were lots of young participants and
they enjoyed taking pictures of each other. One non-Japanese lady
brought her own yukata. She also brought her daughter and both
of them enjoyed practicing. At the end, everyone sat on the tatami
in Japanese style. It was very impressive.
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Presenting a Country Day—
Nigeria
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Nigeria Day, held on July 8th, was the 35th Presenting a Coun-
try Day co-sponsored by an embassy and MIA. More than 120
people participated in this event, including His Excellency the
Ambassador, Hon. Godwin Nsude Agbo and his wife, together
with many Nigerians, and the ambassadors from Senegal, Ghana,
Cameroon, and Liberia. Nigerian staff introduced the country,
saying that Nigeria has a population of 160 million in an area 2.5
times that of Japan, and is a petroleum and natural gas producing
country with a prospering export trade. Nigerian music produced
a happy atmosphere
in the hall and many
participants, includ-
ing the Ambassador
and his wife, danced
to the beat. We also
enjoyed Nigerian
food and beer and
talked and laughed
as we enjoyed this
event.
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Bus hike to the 5th stage of Mt.Fuji
and Nenba-no-Sato
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At 7:30 on the morning of October 1, 2011, two buses
departed Tokyo for Mt. Fuji and Nenba-no-Sato. The weather
was favorable, so we were able to follow our original plan.

Our buses took us up to the 5th stage of Mount Fuji, where
we got off and walked along a hiking course for about an hour.
During this time, the weather varied from cloudy to sunny,
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enabling us to experience the very fast
changes in mountain weather, and to enjoy
the distant view. Although there were
some uphill and downhill sections on the
course, everybody was careful and there
were no accidents.

On our way to the 5th stage the bus
drove along “Melody Road,” which was
very impressive. (Melody Road is a section
of road paved with a special material, so
that friction between the tires and the road
surface “sings” as you drive at a certain
speed.)

From there, we traveled to Nenba-no-
Sato, where we saw some traditional thatched-roof Japanese-
style houses, which were rebuilt some years ago. They are now
used as restaurants or souvenir shops. The area as a whole has a
traditional Japanese atmosphere impressing the visitors who said
that they wanted to come again.

Minato Citizens’ Festival 2011
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The 30th annual “Minato Citizens Festival” was held on a
grand scale at Shiba Park, Zojo-ji Temple and Minato City Hall
on Saturday and Sunday, October 8 and 9.

It was sunny on both days. MIA’s booth was located on the
front approach to Zojo-ji Temple. Our event, offering foreigners
the opportunity of wearing a Japanese Kimono, was very popular
again this year. We took pictures of participants dressed in kimono
with Zojo-ji Temple and Tokyo Tower in the background and gave
them prints of pictures right then and there. They are delighted to
have been given this opportunity.

?;\ On the first day, there were 30

1 participants from 16 countries. They
all enjoyed wearing kimono. We also
offered ring-toss for children, and
quizzes in which participants matched
national flags with country names or
guessed the name of the city or country
from the kanji (Japanese characters).
The games were quite popular and
participants seemed to enjoy the
challenge.
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Presenting a Country Day—
Iran
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“Presenting a Country Day—Iran” was held on October
29, 2011 at the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Minami Azabu. All of MIA’s previous Presenting a Country
events had been held at Mita NN Hall, but on this occasion,
the embassy suggested that we hold our event at the embassy
itself. Given this special drawing card, the party at the
embassy site attracted more than one hundred participants.
The Ambassador, His Excellency Dr. Araghchi, gave a humorous
speech and provided a surprise.

The embassy had invited a special guest: the granddaughter
of Magoichiro Yokoyama (1848-1911), vice chairman of
the Japanese government’s first mission to Iran (1880).
Yokoyama had received a medal from the Shah at that time,
and his granddaughter was presenting it to the Embassy in
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of her grandfather’s
death. The ceremony was a part of the ambassador’s speech.

After the ceremony and a video presentation introducing Iran,
the guests moved to the Ambassador’s residence, where we were
offered Iranian cuisine. The pomegranate is Iran’s national tree,
and there is one growing in the beautiful garden surrounding
the residence. The good weather on that day contributed to our
enjoyment.
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Friendship Lounge—
“Magic”
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On November 18, two graduates of Challenge Community
College demonstrated their skills in “Magic.” There were 22
participants, including four Chinese students, and one of the par-
ticipants jumped in with an unexpected magic presentation of his
own.

One magician mentioned that he wound up with a room full of
torn newspapers when he tried to practice the trick of tearing up
a newspaper and restoring it as a whole. Further, although he had
difficulty with the bent-rope-and-ring trick at home, he was able
to do it on the first try in front of his audience, surprising himself
even more than the participants.
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After the show, the magicians showed the participants how
to do simple tricks which could easily be performed with items
found around the house. Participants learned how to restore a
rope that had been cut in half; how to tie a handkerchief with one
hand; how to make a handkerchief disappear and reappear; how
to move a coin from one hand to the other; how to turn a blank
book into a Disney picture book; how to turn one red ball into
many; and how to make a chicken appear from a cup, among
other tricks. All seemed to enjoy experiencing the fun of “Magic.”
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Japanese Cooking
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On November 19, a cook-
ing session was held at Gender
Equality Center (Libra), and
we taught 11 foreign residents
how to make makizushi (sushi
rolls), fried chicken Japanese-
style, spinach with sesame
seeds and clear soup. The ses-
sion was very successful, with
participants saying, “I want to
take part again.When will it be
held next time?” We hope you
will join us at our next session.
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to take advantage of the smaller number of participants.

There were three main activities in Hakone: walking in the
Hakone Botanical Garden of Wetlands, discussions among the
participants, and relaxation.
For the discussions, partici-
pants were divided into two
groups and each group dis-
cussed “gender definition,”
which was this year’s theme.
The reports from each group
differed in style, but the con-
clusions were quite similar.
Although people of different
genders, nationalities, beliefs
and opinions discussed the theme, they all reached a similar con-
clusion in the end.

Looking at our world today, we hope that, despite the many
conflicts and wars based on differences of opinion, this result is
an indication that there is a way to solve our problems and help
us to achieve a brighter future.
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MIA’s New Year’s Party
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MIA’s New Year’s Party 2012 was held at Iki-iki Plaza in Shiro-
ganedai for the first time. This year, we set up two separate areas—
those who wanted to listen to music and singing stayed in the
“Event” area, while those who wanted to chat moved to the “Com-
munication” area. The Event area featured lots of Japanese songs
and hand-bell playing (see photo below), which was very new and
unusual to most of the guests. At the beginning of the party, a slide
show describing MIA’s activities in 2011 was presented to familiar-
ize people with what MIA is and what it does.

As is the case every year, the party ended with an exciting lottery.

Guests seemed to be having such a good time that they wanted to
stay, even after the party had ended.
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information.
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We are now recruiting new members
to help plan and manage MIA
events. Please contact us for more

Annual membership fees (from April)
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