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@X®D Greetings from the Chairperson

March 2011 marks the second anniversary of the establishment
of the Minato International Association (MIA) as an independent
incorporated foundation.

Making use of Minato City’s unique local characteristic of being
the home base for embassies of 77 countries, MIA has organized
a broad range of international exchange activities for its more than
300 members, with the cooperation of the individual embassies and
related organizations.

MIA established a program called A Day to Present a Country
in which the history, culture, tourism, and present trends of a
particular country are introduced together with the people from the
embassy of that country. Also, MIA hosts the Minato City Fair of
Manufacturing, Commerce and Tourism, and in its third fair, held
in 2010, 11 embassies participated. There, they were given the
opportunity to introduce sightseeing spots, ethnic groups, and local
songs and dances of their countries, and foreign students from those
countries and Japanese participants enjoyed friendly exchanges.

In addition, there are classes in languages that are widely used
around the world, such as English, Chinese, and Spanish, and even
nonmembers participate in these classes.

My dream is to build an international exchange hall that will
act as a kind of communication center where everyone can get
together in Minato City at any time and relax over tea or wine and
learn more about each other’s country and people. Hopefully, the
hall will be a place of wa (harmony) not only for MIA but also
for international associations across Japan and around the world.
I believe that love and peace are bound to grow if people talk with
each other directly and understand one another.

Kaoru Kanetaka

@%® Theme of the Third Year as an
Independent Foundation

This is the third year since the Minato International Association
(MIA) became a general incorporated foundation. Eighteen years
have passed since Minato City established MIA in 1992 at the
suggestion of the Ministry of Home Affairs. The first-stage ideal of
constructing an international exchange hall in Minato City has been
suspended amid time and people, and plans for achieving this ideal
are still indefinite.

There are approximately 80 embassies in Minato City, and when
we look at things from a political perspective, such as the definite
progress being made in establishing economic exchanges among
cooperating Pacific nations (Trans-Pacific Partnership [TPP], etc.),
we can see that we are entering an era in which we should not just
stop at simply having friendly exchanges.

Given its geographical location, the Minato International
Association obviously needs to encourage further dynamic
expansion. Our financial policies are certainly stretching. In addition
to the cultural exchanges and personal ties it has cultivated thus far,
this year MIA will further promote support for foreign residents, a
particular theme that was consciously made when the association
became a general incorporated foundation.

MIA believes that together with the Minato City government,
it should continue to encourage historical and geographical
internationalism in its activities while pioneering new frontiers.

We should not overlook the international point of contact Minato
City has that other regions do not. I hope we can encourage all
members to shift their awareness from simply having friendly
exchanges to considering the importance of the international role of
our country, and I hope we can develop activities starting from where
we are with this idea in mind.

Yoshiya Mikami
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Participating in the Enoshima Hike

Although we were worried about the weather, it turned out all
right, and we were able to hike safely in Enoshima on May 29 (Sat.).
47 Participants, consisting of people from the Czech Republic, the
Philippines, Indonesia, Canada, China, South Korea, Singapore, and
Japan, gathered at Katase-Enoshima Station on the Odakyu Line. About
55% were foreign residents with a significantly larger number of young
participants than last year.

We were divided into eight groups, and our first stop was Ryuko-ji
Temple, famous for its connection with the Buddhist monk Nichiren.
After touring the five-story pagoda and stupa, some people went to the
main building to strike the heavy bell. After that, we crossed over to
Enoshima Island and had lunch and a friendly international exchange
in a green area located on the northern part of the island.

In the afternoon, we hiked up to Enoshima-jinja Shrine from
Benzaiten Nakamise Street. We hiked through Hetsumiya Shrine and
Nakatsumiya Shrine while enjoying the aroma of tako senbei (octopus-
flavored crackers) and entered Samuel Cocking Garden. There, we
enjoyed the sight and atmosphere. After a short rest, we proceeded
to Okutsumiya Shrine and the lover’s bell on a hill called Ryuren-no
Kane.

Through the MIA hike, I was able to get just the right amount of
exercise and made new discoveries. I was also able to have friendly
exchanges with people from various countries around the world, which
would not have been possible if I were by myself, and I think I can now
understand what is interesting to foreign residents. Why not come join
the fun in our next hike?

Akira Yoshida

A Day to Present a Country—Nepal Day
A -

Nepal Day, the 33" Day to Present a
Country, was held on June 12 (Sat.). Although
the majority of Japanese have heard of the
country, about the only thing we know about
Nepal is that it is located at the foot of the
Himalayas. On this day, the ambassador of
Nepal as well as the embassy staff poured all
their efforts into introducing the country of
" Nepal. People oohed and aahed at the scenic
slides of Nepal. Moreover, not only did people
smack their lips over the Nepalese dishes
that were prepared, but they also enjoyed
the Nepalese dance performance and yoga
demonstration that were given on the stage.

) Koichi Mori

r: Hidenori Yamauchi)

Friendship Lounge—Let’s Wear Yukatd!
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At the Friendship Lounge held on June 25 (Fri.) in the
Japanese-style tatami room of Shirokanedai Community
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Welfare Hall, there were 26 participants (excluding
the staff), 20 of whom were foreign residents. After
watching a demonstration on how to dress oneself in
yukata (summer kimono) from start to finish, the men
and women made separate circles and tried dressing
themselves.

Although most of the participants did not have their
own yukata, there were more than enough for everyone
because the staff brought some yukata. There were more
s male participants than expected, so they had to take turns
using the men’s obi (sash). It was a very lively gathering,
even during the break, with people chatting and taking
pictures of each other.

Hiroko Hirai
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Cooking Class—Making Soba

The third soba-making class,
sponsored by MIA, was held on July
10 (Sat.). With the cooperation of
several instructors, we were able to
have foreign residents experience
making soba (buckwheat noodles)
from scratch. Although everyone was
able to reach the point of flattening the
noodle dough under the supervision of
the instructors in the first half of the
program, individual differences made it
very difficult when it came to cutting the
soba. I was deeply impressed to see one
U.S. woman taking detailed notes of the
instructor’s directions.

Hidenori Yamauchi

(Photographer: Hidenori Yamauchi)

Tokyo American Club Bon-Odori Event

Date and Time: August 7 (Sat.), 2010, 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Place: Parking lot of the Tokyo American Club, 4-25-46
Takanawa, Minato-ku
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Report:

1) MIA participated in the festivities again this year at the
request of the Tokyo American Club, offering powdered green
tea to foreign residents free of charge and helping with games
geared to children and other activities.

2) This was an event in which visitors could enjoy the
atmosphere of a U.S. carnival and a traditional Japanese
summer festival at the same time.

3) There were more than 2,000 visitors again this year. The bon-
odori with the members of the Minato City Folk Dancing
Association, the performance of the Japanese faiko drum
group, the activities geared to children, the yukata and karaoke
contest, and all the delicious food and beverages made the
time enjoyable for everyone.

4) The volunteers who were in charge of the powdered green tea
(not members of MIA) served 200 people, more than double
last year’s figure. They were the busiest people there and had
no time to rest.

5) Due to the reconstruction, the Tokyo American Club moved to
a temporary location in Takanawa in 2008 and is scheduled to
move to its new facility in its original location in Azabudai in
January 2011.

Toshio Iketani
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Hakone Bus Hike

Because it was unfortunately raining on the morning of
September 25 (Sat.), the scheduled climb up Mt. Kintoki was
cancelled, and we decided to visit Owakudani and Hakone-jinja
(shrine) instead. However, even in inclement weather, all 65 of us
met at the gathering point at 7:00 a.m. Surprisingly, more than half
the participants, 34 people, were foreign residents. They were from
Australia, France, China, South Korea, the Philippines, and distant
Finland, and there were quite a few participants from Indonesia.
On the way to Gotenba, we introduced ourselves in English and
Japanese and got to know one another. The young Indonesian
group and the Australian youth made the atmosphere inside the
bus warm and friendly. From Gotenba, we passed through the
pampas grass of Sengokuhara and headed toward Owakudani.

On our way from Owakudani, the rain stopped, and we had
lunch at the Hakone Visitor Center. After lunch, we went to Lake
Ashi and then to Hakone-jinja. Next, we toured the
remnants of Hakone Sekisho (a barrier station). Lastly,
we went to Odawara and visited Suzuhiro Kamaboko-
no Sato (a museum dedicated to Japanese steamed fish
paste).

Through the MIA bus hike, I was able to make new
discoveries about things I did not notice in everyday life.
I was also able to have friendly exchanges with people
from various countries around the world, which would
not have been possible if I were by myself, and I think I
now understand what is interesting to foreign residents.
‘Why not come join the fun in our next hike?

Akira Yoshida

The 29th Minato Citizens’ Festival

The 2010 Minato Citizens’ Festival was held on October
9 (Sat.) and 10 (Sun.). Although the Minato International
Association booth was situated on the Zojo-ji Temple grounds,
it unfortunately rained heavily on the morning of the first day,
so we had some difficulty adjusting the venue so that puddles
would not form on the ground and slanting a tent roof so that
water would not accumulate there. We were not expecting very
many participants with the bad weather, but we had more visitors
than expected. At the place where foreign residents got to try on
kimonos, there were people waiting their turn, making the staff
who helped them with the kimonos feel both overwhelmed and
delighted at the same time. Everyone was very happy to have
his/her picture taken on the spot with Tokyo Tower and the main
hall of Zojo-ji Temple in the background. The happy smiles of
couples, families, foreign students, people who participated in
the summer yukata class, tourists traveling through Japan, and
those who have lived in Japan for a long time but have never
worn a kimono made all of us happy as well.

On the 10th, the second day of the festival, the weather was
fine, and we were able to enjoy traditional Japanese games, such
as ring toss, and making paper airplanes together with children.
I will always remember the serious look on the children’s faces
as they played ring toss and the innocent look in their eyes as
they chased after paper airplanes. With candy as their prize, the
children beamed with happy smiles. Also, we had some more
difficult games, such as quizzes on world flags and country
names in kanji, and some of the questions were difficult even for
adults. However, there was one amazing person who answered
almost all the questions correctly.

At this annual event, I was personally moved with deep
gratitude for the excellent teamwork of the entire staff and for
this opportunity for making new discoveries and new friendships.

Kyoko Hatakeyama
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The Third Minato City Fair of
Manufacturing, Commerce and Tourism

The third Minato City Fair of
Manufacturing, Commerce and Tourism was
held for two days, from November 5 (Fri.),
at Akasaka Sacas.

To prepare for this event, the MIA
staff held many meetings from before
summer and visited each embassy to ask
for opinions and suggestions. Although 20
countries expressed a desire to participate,
we ultimately had to limit the exhibition to
11 due to restricted space. From watching
the staff encourage the countries that were
not selected in the lottery to participate in
other similar exhibitions and follow-up
events, I sensed the deep significance of
MIA’s existence. I felt that the meetings that
followed and the detailed explanation about
the event’s venue given to each country were
all worthwhile as the fair proceeded almost completely without
problems in a harmonious atmosphere, leading to a successful
two-day event.

In addition, both days fell on the same days as the regional-
products exhibition, so there were many visitors. The event
serves as an opportunity to learn about industries with which
we normally have no contact in our everyday lives, such as
traditional Minato City arts and crafts as well as small and
medium-sized enterprises in Minato City. Enveloped in an
international atmosphere, I saw families with small children
and elementary school children listening intently to all detailed
explanations.

Although there are more than 70 embassies in Minato City,
it is rare for people from different embassies to have regular
contact with each other, so this event provided a wonderful
opportunity for the participating countries as well. Visitors
were able to have friendly conversations with ambassadors and
embassy staff, and I was impressed to see these officials and
diplomatic personnel respond in fluent Japanese. At times, I
was equally impressed to see Japanese people talk to embassy
staff in the languages of their countries. This could only happen
in Minato City.

The event was definitely without a boring moment, with
a professional announcer from Tokyo Broadcasting System
(TBS) serving as master of ceremonies on the stage and
interesting things going on wherever you turned, such as a
magic show performed by an MIA volunteer.

I hope we rise to the challenge of filling our next fair two
years from now with new plans that are refreshingly different
from this year’s.

Mariko Takada

A Day to Present a Country—Bulgaria Day

Bulgaria Day, one of the Day to Present a Country events
held semiannually, was on November 20 (Sat.) at Mita NN
Hall and was unique for two reasons.

One was that the level of Japanese spoken by the people of
the Bulgarian Embassy was so high that there was almost no
need for an English interpreter. Ms. Vera Vutova Stefanova,
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the minister plenipotentiary, gave a
warm greeting in fluent Japanese.
The other unique point was that we
asked Mr. Fumio Matsunaga, former
announcer from Nippon Television
Network (NTV), to be our master
of ceremonies. As might have been
expected, he roused everyone’s
enthusiasm with his professional
skill. With more than 150 people
in attendance—the largest number
ever achieved—we faced the small
problem of not having enough paper
plates for the meal. The friendly and
lively three hours seemed to fly by
before we knew it.

Koichi Mori

World Youth Discussion 2010

World Youth Discussion is an event where young adults in
their 20s and 30s cross over international borders and ethnic
cultures by spending one night and two days at Hakone
Nikoniko Kogen Gakuen to hold minidiscussions, play games,
and enjoy the hot springs together as a means of developing
friendship. Last year marked the 17" World Youth Discussion,
and it was a very compact group with nine Japanese people,
11 non-Japanese, and two people from the secretariat. The age
range was very broad, from those 20 years of
age to those in their late 30s

Because it was the time of year when viewing
autumn colors is popular, we were held up in
traffic and unfortunately did not have time for
the games, which included self-introductions.
However, we did have time to divide into teams
and have each team think of its own team
cheer; and so, all the participants were finally
able to laugh and smile together, and we were
able to proceed with our discussions in a warm
and friendly atmosphere. This year, we had
a minidiscussion on the theme “A Beautiful
| Future.” Because the theme was so broad, we
* | had various teams discussing a beautiful future
| in a variety of fields, such as education, the
environment, and internationalization. At the
friendly gathering, we were able to create an
instant dance club late at night with speakers that we brought
ourselves.

It was a unique one-night, two-day stay in which we
experienced multiculturalism in various ways, such as when
participants showed up at a meeting point not at the planned
time but at the time that is considered acceptable in their
respective countries. Although the goal of our gathering
was to continue the friendly ties that were made in Hakone,
participants are apparently keeping in close touch through
online social networks. There were some unexpected things
that had to be taken care of, such as the executive committee
ultimately being one person and an application suddenly
arriving one day before the gathering; nevertheless, I hope
that the circle of friendship made through this program will
grow even stronger and wider.

Izumi Yamamoto
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Friendship Lounge— Christmas Night!
December 17 (Fri.), 2010

The 2010 MIA Christmas program
has come and gone. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone who
was involved.

The event was very successful, and
all who attended had fun. It was a
pleasure for me to see everyone dressed
festively.

A wide variety of entertaining events
were slated for the evening among
the festivities, including exchanging
gifts, singing carols, and dancing for
everybody’s enjoyment. Majestic and
beautiful attractions from the various
and diversified cultures of Japan, Indonesia, and the Philippines
were the highlight of the evening. Singing Christmas carols
brought joy to the occasion. Exchanging gifts was a lot of fun as
well.

I hope to see everyone return for next year’s program. I am
sure it will be just as grand as this year’s event.

Thank you once again, and may you all have a prosperous New
Year.

Irenea Laping Tome

2011 New Year's Party

The Minato International Association’s New Year’s party
was held January 22 (Sat.) at Mita NN Hall. There was a lively
crowd of more than 120 participants, including the mayor of
Minato City, the chief director of MIA, ambassadors, and many
embassy-related people. Entertainment included performances
featuring a unique traditional instrument of China, a Japanese
kimono-dressing dance, and songs by each and every
participant. The buffet and festive New Year’s decorations
created a warm atmosphere where people could enjoy friendly
conversation. The gathering served as the first step of the New
Year toward friendly international exchanges.

Akira Yoshida
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We are now recruiting new members
to help plan and manage MIA events.

Please contact us for more information.
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