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Madagascar Day, held on November 1, 2008, at Mita NN
Hall with the Minato International Association, was a success,
according to all of the people involved in this 31st event of the
kind organized by this association.

The members of the association were delighted by the quality
of the performance of the Malagasy students in Tokyo in the
traditional dance of Madagascar. The food and drinks served
were also appreciated as much as the information on Mada-
gascar tourism provided by Air Madagascar. They also showed
a keen interest in the Malagasy products that were displayed at
the site.

The staff members of the Embassy of Madagascar were
appreciative of the quality of the collaboration between the
two entities in the preparation of the event. Everything went
perfectly well, as planned, and there was excellent communi-
cation. The Malagasy students in Tokyo were also pleased as
they were able to participate and show their talent.

The ambassador expressed his heartfelt appreciation to the
Minato International Association for giving the embassy the
opportunity to talk about his country. He said the embassy
had tried to bring samples of what can be seen in his country
but encouraged the audience to go and visit Madagascar. He
wished long life to the association and stressed the importance
of such an event. It allows the Japanese public to learn more
about a foreign country and promotes closer relations among
peoples, and that day, they managed to bring Madagascar to
Japan.

Embassy of the Republic of Madagascar
November 28, 2008
(H.E. Jimmy Ramiandrison)

Madagascar Day took place at Mita NN Hall on November 1
(Sat.), 2008. This was the latest in M.I.A.’s series called A Day
to Present a Country. Executive committee members gathered
at 9:30 a.m. to start preparations. They were to undertake and
support various events from 1:00 p.m. The events consisted
mainly of an introduction to Madagascar, a sampling of Mala-
gasy cuisine, and a traditional Malagasy dance show.

H Preparation with Malagasy Embassy Staff
The staff of the Embassy of Madagascar arrived at the site
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with posters and traditional craftwork just after all of the M.L.A.
members had arrived. Together, we pinned posters on the
walls and placed traditional craftwork on the tables. The site
looked really nice after the work was done. During the prepa-
ration, Malagasy students studying at universities in Japan ar-
rived. They immediately started practicing traditional dances
on the stage for the show to be given later. Soon thereafter,
employees of Air
Madagascar who
were to introduce
the country arrived.
We made final ar-
rangements with
the students and
the people from the
airlines.

H Start of Madagascar Day

Visitors started to arrive before 1:00 p.m. H.E. Jimmy Rami-
andrison, Malagasy Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary, arrived as well. Everything was set for the event to
start. When it did start, we were happy to find that there were
so many guests that extra chairs were needed. The chairperson
of the M.I.A. executive committee started the program with an
opening speech, which was followed by speeches by M.LA.
Chief Director Yoshiya Mikami, M.I.A. Chairperson Kaoru
Kanetaka, and the ambassador. After the speeches, the intro-
duction to the country began.

H Introduction to the Republic of Madagascar

I knew the name, the Republic of Madagascar, through
television and other sources but did not know other details.
Therefore, I was able to learn many interesting things about
the country from the introduction. For example, the country
is a large island situated off the southeast coast of the African
continent and is 1.6 times the size of Japan. Official languages
are Malagasy, French, and English. Before I had the image
that Madagascar was a country of valuable wild animals, but I
came to know that it is home to beautiful beaches. The whole
explanation changed my image of Madagascar, making it one
of the countries I hope to visit in the future.

B Malagasy Cuisine and Traditional Dances

The visitors began tasting Malagasy cooking after M. A.
executive committee members prepared to serve the dishes.
There were pork and bean stew, shrimp with vanilla sauce, and
other specialties. Committee members tried the food after they
finished serving the visitors and found that it was delicious. As
we ate, the Malagasy students performed traditional dances on
the stage. I felt like joining them in the dance because it was
quite lively, and it was accompanied by music just as cheerful.
With the end of the dances, Madagascar Day came to a suc-
cessful close.

Hl Comments

This was the first time I had ever participated in A Day to
Present a Country, not to mention the first time I had ever been
on the executive committee. I learned that this is a very popu-
lar event. I also learned that the embassy had high expecta-
tions because the Embassy staff joined in the preparation and
offered their utmost cooperation. Given the popularity of this
event and the embassy’s high expectations, I think there is a
need for M.I.LA. to continue to host this series in the future to
link the people and embassies.

Tomotoshi Nakagawa (Executive Committee Member)
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Mt. Fuji Bus Hike
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On September 27 (Sat.), 2008, we went on a much-awaited
bus hike to Mt. Fuji’s fifth station. Eighty-nine participants
gathered in front of Aoyama Junior High School and left on
two buses when it was still chilly early in the morning. The
participants were from all over the world: Japan, the United
States, Italy, India, Australia, Canada, South Korea, Singapore,
Taiwan, China, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Malawi, and
Malaysia (in hiragana order).

Aboard the bus on the way to Mt. Fuji, we passed around a
microphone to introduce ourselves
inturn. Some participants said they
lived in Minato City while others
said they worked there. Many live
in Japan while others were here on
a short trip to visit friends. We got
to know each other a little, talking
in Japanese and English. The self-
introduction was followed by a
song about Mt. Fuji sung by the tour-bus gulde who also briefed
us on the mountain. As we approached Mt. Fuji, the sun started
to shine and the sky turned bright blue. We felt that our prayers
were answered because it had been cloudy when we left Tokyo.
Mt. Fuji, which appears smooth from afar, has a surprisingly
rough surface when seen close up.

After driving for a few hours, we finally reached the fifth
station, or half-way up the mountain. We immediately started
the main event of the day: hiking along a horizontal route
around the mountain (Ochudo trail). The mountain air was so
refreshing! The peak of the mountain, which was situated to our
left, could not be seen at first because it was enveloped in clouds
(or maybe mist?). However, the clouds disappeared gradually,
and finally the beautiful mountain appeared clearly. Some of
the participants who had climbed the mountain several times
exclaimed that it was the clearest view they had ever seen. It
must have been a gift from heaven bestowed on us for our good
behavior. We were very lucky.

After hiking, we had lunch at Koumi Park, which is adjacent
to Lake Kawaguchiko. It was a relaxing moment; we were
surrounded by beautiful greenery and enjoyed a good meal after
our exertions. Later, we visited Asama Shrine and Oshino Hakkai
(the eight springs). On the way to the springs, the participants
were attracted to vegetable stands lining both sides of the road.
Fresh local vegetables were sold at reasonable prices. Many
participants purchased bags of vegetables—a good souvenir for
participants living in the city.

Finally, we took a photograph of all the participants at Hirano
by Lake Yamanakako to remember the wonderful day when
strangers became friends.

The event not only was blessed by the weather but also
proceeded smoothly as scheduled. This was due to careful
preparations based on past
experience by the M.LA.
secretariat and executive
committee members as well
as the cooperation of the
participants. I hope that such
events continue to be planned
and that people continue to
actively participate in M.LA.
events and activities.

Miyuki Kurata (Executive

Committee Member)
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The 15th World Youth Discussion
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I was selected to chair the executive committee for the World
Youth Discussion even though this was only my second time
to take part in the event. I lacked experience and know-how,
but tried my best to plan the event so that participants would
have the greatest opportunity to enjoy exchanging opinions and
getting to know one another.

Planning meetings were scheduled after working hours, and
they frequently lasted until late in the night. We decided to focus
on the overall schedule and not get tangled up in details, as we
weren’t sure what would happen on the day of the event.

Finally, the day came. I arrived 20 minutes ahead of schedule
because, as the chair, showing up late was absolutely out of the
question. Running through the list of participants as I waited
for the others to arrive, I felt that it was well-balanced because
approximately one-third were foreigners.

The bus we took was a public one and had other passengers
on it, so it was bustling. It was a relatively smooth journey to
Hakone Sengokuhara, with only minor traffic jams.

In Hakone, we engaged in discussion and debate. This year’s
theme was “Do you REALLY like Japan?” The participants
expressed their opinions aggressively, almost making me feel as
if I were being preached to as a representative of Japan. It was
stimulating to hear the foreigners’ impressions of the Japanese
and what they thought were good and bad about us.

The foreigners liked the Japanese people’s honesty and
kindness. On the other hand, they did not like their tendency
to try to obscure problems. Because I held the same opinion,
I realized that people think similarly regardless of nationality.
The debate continued after dinner. When the event was over, we
enjoyed an informal party. The participants, who had engaged
in a heated debate just moments ago, chatted as they drank in a
relaxed atmosphere.

The following day, we asked the participants what they
thought of the event and said goodbye. Some stayed in Hakone
for more sightseeing while others went to Hakone Yumoto to do
some shopping. I was happy to learn that the participants got to
know each other well enough to go out together.

As last year, being a member of the executive committee, [
had to keep an eye on the time so that we would not run behind
schedule. Moreover, among other tasks, I had to preside over
this year’s events and make sure we would not be a nuisance
to other guests at the hotel. It was quite tiring and stressful,
and the pressure was even greater since I was the committee
chair. However, there was a sense of accomplishment that only
committee members can feel when the event ends successfully.
I wish to take part in the event again next year as a committee
member.

(Taiyo Koizumi, Executive Committee Chair)
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This biannual event, which introduces
traditional and modern craftsmanship
as well as tourist spots and embassies
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next event.

Cooperating embassies (in booth arrangement order)

The Dominican Republic, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
Kingdom of Bahrain, the Federated States of Micronesia, the
Republic of Haiti, the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, the Hellenic Republic (Greece), the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, the Republic of Bolivia, the Argentine Republic, and
the Republic of the Fiji Islands

Akira Kushima (Executive Committee Chair)
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Minato Citizen’s Festival
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I participated in the Minato Citizen’s Festival for the first time
this year, taking part on both Saturday and Sunday. Although
it rained on Saturday, the weather did not prevent enthusiastic
visitors from coming. They started arriving early in the morning,
when we were still preparing our booth. This year, as in
previous years, M.ILA. offered two attractions: kimono wearing
and ring toss. Adults as well as small children enjoyed the ring
toss, saying, “I want to try it, too,” and, “Oh, I remember my
childhood days.” We gave away almost all the prizes we had
prepared for that day in the first two hours. It was even more
popular on Sunday, when it was sunny, and the prizes were gone
in the first hour.

Kimono wearing, on the
other hand, attracted many
foreigners. After we dressed
them in kimonos, they took
pictures in front of Zojo-ji
Temple and Tokyo Tower.
= The ladies in kimonos

. looked lovely in front of a
Japanesque setting. Children
and men tried on kimonos,
too. They looked just as
great. It was fun talking
with people from various
countries while they were changing into kimonos. Many were
tourists. I was happy to hear them say, with bright smiles, that
the event would be a wonderful memory of their visit to Japan.
I felt that they really liked our country.

My main duty was to take pictures, print them, and invite
peopleinto our booth. I was nevertheless able to enjoy the festival,
taking turns with other staff. The Minato City booth distributed
boxes of tissues and other
booths gave out eco-friendly
bags, perhaps reflecting the
city’s efforts to promote a
greener environment. All such
booths had long lines in front
of them. By the way, I use
an eco-friendly bag myself.
I was thrilled to find a booth
introducing  service  dogs
to help those with hearing
disorders, various welfare-
related booths, booths offering
local delicacies (the pleasure
of my life!), and booths
offering drinks and dishes from
foreign countries. Zojo-ji Temple made a special contribution,
exhibiting the usually hidden painting on the ceiling and putting
on an ice-carving show. I took a break near the temple, sampling
tea and Japanese sweets served by people performing tea
ceremony demonstrations. They were both delicious and gave
me comfort.

At the ML.I.A. booth, we asked the people who stopped by to
write down their answers to the question, “What is international
exchange to you?” Many answered, “For everybody to be
friends,” and, “To realize peace.” People think the same way
regardless of nationality. I believe such thinking helps promote
international exchange. It was a very good experience for me
to be in touch with the spirit of international exchange at the
festival.

Akiko Iwamoto (Executive Committee Member)
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Friendship Lounge: Knots and Furoshiki—How to Tie
and Use Them

The M.IA. autumn Friendship Lounge was held in the evening
of October 17 (Fri.) in the Kita Aoyama Office conference room.
The event drew 25 participants.

First, the participants learned how to make rope knots using
practice ropes. Mr. Nishida,
a member of M.LA., gave
instructions. Then, they
learned several other types
of knots, such as the square %
knot and bowknot. After a |
coffee break, they started
to learn how to wrap things <" ' ~
with furoshiki and how the Look at these earnest eyes.
cloth could be used in other BERIFIREL CHEADET
ways.

In the furoshiki session, because few participants brought
their own furoshiki, Mr. Nishida lent his furoshiki to each group.
They were surprised to find that furoshiki originated in ancient
Egypt. They appeared interested in learning how the cloth
developed in a unique way in Japan and were fascinated by the
variety of materials, sizes, and designs in which the cloth comes
in Japan.

When they actually started to wrap things with furoshiki, they
immediately understood why rope knots were essential in using
the cloth. They enthusiastically wrapped boxes, books, bottles,
and other things in furoshiki, tried various knots, and took on
further challenges until the time came to say goodbye.

(Secretariat)

Minato-Chaoyang Senior Citizens’ Calligraphy and
Painting Exhibition

Minato-Chaoyang Senior Citizens’ Calligraphy and Painting
Exhibition was held on October 22 (Wed.) and 23 (Thu.), 2008,
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., at community welfare halls in
Minato City, Atago Senior Citizens’ Hall, and Konan Health and

Welfare Hall. A total of 24 marvelous
works of art by the senior citizens
of Chaoyang District, Beijing, were
displayed together with works by their
counterparts living in Minato City.
(Secretariat)

We are recruiting new members to help plan and manage association events.
Please contact us for more information.
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