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South Wind Translator and Editorial Staff Member: Shiori ITO

My drawings and essays appeared in South Wind (SW) No. 52 and I helped decide
the theme and translated articles into English for SW No. 53. I lived in Kenya, Malaysia
and Hong Kong for ten years from the age of ten. My favorite fashion is of 'simple

beauty.'
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Date: Saturdays, February 17, March 17 and April 14
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

HAGETiid 2 “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

BEXEER TGS T, AAREZMRL T TEEBICGETERENRWANEAND S, il kEE R
DL D2, FEEICHIEZ BRFD ONEAND G2 MR THAGE TS ) Z2@H 1, LREHICFEWT
WET, LRI VT4 T ARy INBREBLTHEDE T, HUO—E, T 7T,
2HI1TH (). 3H17H (&) 4 H14H (&) a7 11 K~F1% 12 K 30 77
ZHNN A=)l ZAX—ZD (HKZ 4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanese!! Feel free to join us.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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A letter from the USA (49) Fashion is a statement

[November 24, 2000]

When you say fashion or being fashionable, I believe
that most of us immediately think about clothes. I once
worked in the apparel industry, and I too think about
clothes first when it comes to fashion. However, fashion is
in the food you eat, the cars you drive, how you spend your
vacation, etc. In fact, fashion is a part of every aspect of
our lives. Fashion is not only applied to something visual
but also to your concept of, attitude to or philosophy on
life. It is better to say that most visual fashion we know is
the result of having a certain concept or philosophy. After

all, fashion is a statement.

I remember when I was little, going to see a movie or
going to a department store was an opportunity to wear
nice clothes that were only for special occasions. Going
to a grocer’s shop around the corner did not justify wear-
ing pretty clothes but riding a train to go and see a movie
or going to a department store did. When I look back, my
mother must have looked forward to those occasions to
escape from mundane housekeeping work and wrap herself
in a pretty dress and perfume. When I entered my teen-
age years, I fell in love with jeans and dark-colored t-shirts.
When we were out for this ritual mother-daughter shop-
ping, my mother used to insist on buying me clothes in soft

Harumi N. STEPHENS

colors like pink. But I was always drawn to not so feminine
colors. However, my choice of clothes back then was not
because I did not care for fashion. My mother used to open
my chest of drawers and sigh over my wardrobe which con-
sisted of nothing but dark colors. I believe that worn-out

jeans and dark colored tops was my fashion statement.

Growing up in Japan as a girl it seems that I always
resisted the idea of being a traditional Japanese woman. At
the time I felt as if society was telling me that my job was
to become a good wife and mother who could cook and
clean for her husband and children. I used to hate home
economics class at school. Cooking and sewing were the
last things I wanted to learn. I did not want to grow up to
fit into this mold that society had prepared for me. Per-
haps that is why I didn’t want to wear anything feminine or
pretty.

My fashion statement has since changed. I still don’t
like to wear pink very much, but I do wear bright colors and
soft colors such as yellow. I like to wear something feminine
from time to time, though jeans are still my favorite. And
I now love to cook. I think this is because since coming to
the States I have been able to develop a certain concept or
attitude and say that I wear these clothes and cook because I

choose to, not because I am supposed to.
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About “dressing smartly”
Toeko M. NAKAO

[November 22, 2000]

How can we say “dressing smartly” in one word? There are many forms of dressing from casual to formal and I believe

“smart dressing” is the one based on certain premises agreed upon by everyone.

While travelling in Europe, one day in Italy I saw a young man in shorts and a young woman in a tank top rejected from
entering a restaurant in a hotel. There are many hotels and restaurants in Europe where dress codes are very strict. This is
not because they stick to formalities but because they want to keep other guests feeling comfortable. They want their cus-

tomers to enjoy food, conversation and atmosphere and they do not want to make other parties feel uneasy.

This does not mean shorts and a tank top are totally wrong. They would fit at an outdoor barbeque party in summer
and in a case like this, formal dress would be totally out of place. I must say that real smart dressing is based on good
knowledge of TPO (Time, Place, Occasion).

Have you ever been embarrassed at turning up at a party in casual dress when other guests were in formal dress, or the

other way round?

[Translated by: T. NITTA]
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Fashion

[November 28, 2006]

In China, there is a saying “Jianglang writes himself

2

out” It refers to a writer who almost exhausts his writing
ability. The saying exactly refers to me as I have written
myself out through contributions (to SW) since last year.
What's more, the theme given to me this time is “fashion”
which is outside of my field. Nevertheless, I thought it over
again as I did not want to be another Jianglang and thought
that a country boy like me might have a different observa-

2

tion on new “Fashion.” Thus, I bravely volunteered to

write again.

I passed my boyhood at a college campus in the remote
countryside. At the campus, a girl who wore a skirt with
flowers printed on it was considered sufficiently fashionable.
I entered the college, at the campus on which I spent my
boyhood. In the college, there were many students from big
cities all over the country. Yet, it was almost impossible to
see a girl in a bikini at the seaside in the summer. The boys

who just wore sunglasses were considered dandies.

Today, a girl may be called a hick if she wears a skirt
with a simple flower pattern unless the pattern is carefully
selected to match with the environment. A guy who wears
sunglasses may be seen as shady unless it fits with the atmo-
sphere. On the college campus in those days, it was rare to
see students dressing up in dandy clothes or girls wearing
cosmetics. My one-year-older sister was in the same faculty

of the same college, just a year ahead of me. As faras 1

LI Shui

remember, she never had fancy dresses or used cosmetics.
Fashion seen in those days was limited to movies and stage
shows. At my house, the only a sign of fashion, if it could
be called so, was a picture of my aunt who practiced danc-

ing with a slight touch of rouge on her cheeks.

I came to Tokyo—the city I dreamt of for a long time—
some 10 years or so ago. A senior in my college days, a
native of the countryside like me, was in Tokyo. He took
me around and introduced me to friends as a country boy
from a far remote country. Wishing to convert myself into a
city boy, I rented a room in a building near Kachidoki Bridge
close to the center of Tokyo. The apartment was just a
20-minute walk from Ginza crossing via Showa-dori (street).
Yet, I was not brave enough to go through Ginza-dori after
passing Kabuki-za (Kabuki Theater and Showa-dori. While
it was some distance from Ginza, the ladies visiting Shin-
bashi Enbujo and Kabuki-za were sufficiently beautiful.
Women decently dressed in Japanese kimono with matching
sandals were seen to be the height of fashion.

Refraining from going through Ginza, I detoured and
walked to Hibiya Park. On the street between the Takara-
zuka Theatre and the Imperial Hotel, I had a chance to
meet Takarazuka actresses once in a while. I noticed that
they were considered superstars by the sudden gathering of
people. Such a scene often gave me, an old country boy, a

feeling of excitement to see and feel the latest fashion.

(Continued on next page)
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Fashion (Continued from previous page)

My wife and daughter joined me in Japan 5 years or so
later. Since my wife had experience working in a college in
Beijing, the capital and one of the biggest cities in China,
she was, as expected, brave enough to run after fashion.
Walking behind her, I finally crossed to the Kabuki Theatre
and to the crossing where the Wako Bldg. and Mitsuko-
shi Dept. store stand, the center of Ginza. Nevertheless,
these famous stores with the highest prices are far from our
reach. I had a tip from my friend before that Kanematsu in
Ginza was the place to buy a present for your lady. Sorry!
No dice! Fortunately, we found a shoe store nearby, called
“Washington” and prices seemed more moderate and closer
to our reach. The main store of “Washington” was being
renovated and we were led to a temporary store. All the
sales clerks were kind to us “out of country” guests and we
bought some shoes. On our way home, we passed through
the main store of “Washington.” All of a sudden, a gentle-
man standing in front of the store called to us and said
“Thank you so much.” We were surprised and soon noticed
that the shopping bags we had were from their store. How
enchanting and wonderful the town and people are!

My daughter has a friend clad in Burberry. For us,
a family of salaried workers, these brand goods are far
from our budget. The most we can buy is stationery from
“Ito-ya.” What my daughter is proudest of is the oldest
type of iPod I bought for her at the Apple Store in Ginza.
The logo of the bitten apple which was known only by
otaku (geeks) before, is the most advanced fashion today. I
bought it at a price less than a small Louis Vuitton purse.
Nobody will complain to me if I say it is the latest fashion,
the logo of the bitten apple, in view of the recent trends.
The Ginza seems to me a combination or mixture of tradi-
tional, modern, Japanese and European and represents the
latest fashion of Japan. I have been writing randomly so far
and at this point, I wanted to examine some other aspects.

There is a net-research questionnaire recently made by
a certain group. “Which country do you think is the most
fashionable?” was the question. The first and second were
France and Italy. The questionnaires were sent to both
men and woman between their teens and their sixties, and
the results are surprisingly similar among all ages. I have
to accept the results though I have not been to Europe.
Famous Italian brands are Ferragamo, Guecci, Prada and
Armani and French brands are Chanel, Celine, Hermes and
Cartier. These two countries are well known as the source
of fashion in the world. For those who wish to make their
business in fashion, these two countries cannot be over-
looked. On the other hand, Japan is the country that pro-
vides the largest market in the world for fashion goods and
therefore Japan should be called one of the most advanced
counttries in the world in the sense of fashion.

According to a language dictionary, the word fashion

means “to pay attention to makeup and what one wears.” To
make up well is written in Kanji as “ {#§7& > (share, or o-share

LI Shui

in Japanese) and it means to keep oneself clean and not argue
about anything. Really, not many people can compete with
actors and actresses in Kabuki and Takarazuka in makeup or
in costume. To think of it, French and Italian people seem
to be open-minded and do not argue. On the other hand,
easy access to these expensive brands does not mean that
they are most advanced in fashion making. To be really fash-
ionable is not easy to attain. For example, those designers
of haute couture strictly select fashion models of the highest
classes, yet often they cannot makeup or produce the high-
est results. While they select the most beautiful models, they
might suppress their beauty due to poor technique in making
up.

ff P (So-Tou-Ba) in the age of Sou (& ), described
in his poem the highest standard of beauty or fashion.
[HERTGWILLVE 7 BB E ] (T Y 7
PPt Y PARA LN, BRBE, AL KT HE ),
Compare the beauty of the Lake Xihu with Xizi (#§¥*), both
are most beautiful either in thinner or thicker make-up. Xizi
(V4 ¥ ) is XiShi ( P4 Jifi ) a beautiful lady in legend who lived
near the lake. She must have made up daily. The lake Xihu
had a human touch but the trace is not seen clearly. Both
must have shown the highest beauty of nature without much
trace of human touch.

White bank ( [132) is one of the 10 most beautiful scenic
places around Lake Xihu and is said to be the place where
the White Girl ( 1R ) in « F1#¥1Z 7 (Story of the White
Snake) went into the lake. The white girl is famous for her
beauty and she appears on the stage always made up in white
through many generations. I saw real fashion only on the
stage and even today, I watch fashion or makeup being done
by artists. For example, those entertainers known as “celebs”
try to work hard but I cannot feel an edge or relaxation from
them. I mean they are not fashionable.

On the other hand, the baseball pitcher of Waseda Jitsu-
gyo, Mr. Saito gave us an example of the highest fashion.
At the tensest point in the game, the young man took out a
folded blue handkerchief from his pocket and slowly wiped
away perspiration, which helped all his teammates relax.
Even audiences had a moment of relaxation. I should say
that the blue handkerchief was made a symbol, which should
be called the highest fashion of the year.

I, myself, was still a pure country boy, when I first came
to Japan. But when my family joined me, I began to feel
some relaxation in my way of thinking. Today, I feel I can
walk in Ginza where people with the highest fashion gather.
To wear sensible clothes and modest make-up might be a
necessity, but the fashion itself should be the means to tell to
others more than that. If we can give a feeling of relaxation
to those who see us, it might be the best fashion. At this
stage, I seem to realize what the real meaning of fashion is.
I might no longer be called Jianglang if this contribution of
mine is accepted by the fashionable SW staff.

[Translated by: A. KUSHIMA]
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Dressy clothes

[November 20, 2000]

As you know, there is an expression, “TPO,” (Time.
Place, Occasion). Even when dressing oneself, it’s often
necessary to consider time, place and occasion. I remember
that when I was an elementary school gitl, I used to go to
school in my best or “dressy” clothes at my parents’ recom-
mendation on occasions such as the birthday party of our
class teacher and other ceremonies. However, when I was
asked by my classmates “Why do you dress up even though
it is not your own birthday party? You look like a prima
donna,” my childish heart was broken and I felt like an out-
cast. I guess Mother just wanted me to be dressed up on
those special days.

Now I agree with that idea, but in those days I tried to
match my clothes to those of my neighborhood friends in
fear of being thought “different,” which would result in my
being left out.

Many young persons currently wear dressy clothes with
their own sense of style, thinking that the style is a way
asserting their individual characteristics. However, clothes
can really and finally be classified into several kinds such
as traditional dress, or styles worn by rich people. Even if
clothes are chosen with care, they are regarded with hostility
if they are too different from those of others in the neigh-
borhood. I have always thought that persons who live in
many overseas countries bordering on foreign countries can

Tzumi YAMAMOTO

easily accept the diverse senses of values of various races
and can enjoy their dressy clothes as they wish and other
specific things. On the contrary, the other day when I went
to an exhibition and sale held by artists from the European
sphere, a certain artist said “I envy Japanese who can freely
enjoy their dressy clothes.” She added that in Austria even
if a person dressed up most carefully in his/her own style,
the person would generally be regarded with hostility if his/
her clothes were perceived to differ greatly from a majority
of the neighborhood. Although I can acknowledge to some
degree the supposition that since the Japanese living in an
island country have historically not had enough communi-
cation with other races, a minority sense of values may be
easily considered strange, I was surprised to learn that the
majority opinion is really appreciated as the true opinion
even in Europe.

I think that “dressy clothes” can be worn for the first
time only when the style has been firmly established as
one’s own characteristic. Regardless of how fashionable,
costly or gorgeously dressed up the image is, the dressy
clothes appear dowdy if they do not suit the person. All
persons who are regarded as “fashionable” have their own
quirks. Fashionable men and women of all ages glow. So,
I think it is important for such persons to know more

about themselves.

[Translated by: N. NARITA]
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PR CTHSUEFHA  “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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Hick: 2H17H (). 3H17H (1) 4H 148 (1) % 1830575~ 3K30 7

B At Z=HENNFR—)V AXR—ZAD (FEXZ 4-1-23)

This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings
include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcomel

Date:  Saturdays, February 17, March 17 and April 14

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Every Direction of the World (2) Outward Appearance is Important

[December 9, 2000]

“Don’t be deluded by appearances, the inner being is
important.” This is a phrase we frequently hear. I myself
had long accepted these words as true until three months
ago when I had a consultation with Ms. K., an image con-
sultant.

Setting this subject aside for a while, one month ago I
attended a job seminar hosted by some volunteer students
in Waseda University as a guest speaker. I was asked to
speak about job hunting for non-profit organizations. After
the talk one of the students stood up and said, “I always
give my shoes a good shine before going to job interviews.
I want to show the interviewers my inner self; that is I
always try to give attentive thought to my appearance. In
other words, I want to show my inner attentiveness by tidy-
ing myself up.” These remarks symbolize the relationship
between the inner and outer self. Appearance is important,
for it shows your inner world.

When I was studying at a business school in Bangkok,
professors would tell us, “You should dress appropriately
when you make a presentation. You won’t be a success
if you can’t make a good impression on the audience.” A
presenter wearing a suit really does seem more trustworthy
than one wearing a T-shirt. What should I wear? I can’t tell
what clothes suit me best; there are many fashion maga-
zines though.

Right after coming back to Japan when I had finished
at the business school, I got in touch with Ms. K. who has
long been serving as a Director of the international NGO
that I am with. An image consultant gives advice to his/her
clients on how to make the most of themselves—their per-
sonalities and their outlook, which is called presence man-
agement. This is based on a survey by Albert Mehrabian, a
social linguist who specializes in communication. He says

Masami IWAFUNE

only 7% of the impression you give is from what you say;
38% is from your tone of voice, speed of speech and into-
nation; and 55% from your outward appearance and body
language. In short, your appearance makes the greatest
impression at a first meeting,

Ms. K. explained briefly the importance of presence
management. “You are concerned about how you look
when you have a date, aren’t you? Why shouldn’t it be the
same in a business sense? You want to be chosen by your
customers, don’t your” An image consultant sees your skin
color and talks with you to get to know your personality,
and then gives advice on what color will bring out your
hidden charm. How to put on your make up is included
when you are a woman. The theory in detail is beyond my
comprehension, but I know that the core concept of pres-
ence management is to present yourself advantageously
through your clothes and make-up.

T used to wear brownish clothes called earth colors, but I
changed dramatically after taking advantage of Ms. Ks con-
sultation. I started wearing sharp colors to give a contrast—
like white and blue, refined pink and purple. Ms. K. says
those colors match my skin and express my logical disposi-
tion which, she says, is my strength.

To be honest with you, I used to get embarrassed when
trying to express myself clearly and logically. 1 was afraid
of giving a negative impression. After following Ms. K.’s
advice I felt confident in setting forth my strength through
my outward appearance. I am no longer shy about showing
my inner self. I now pay attention to the way other people
look. Appearance represents your inner world, doesn’t it?

Some people recently said, “Mr. Iwafune dresses
smartly,” which is a big surprise when I reflect on how I
used to look. Now I believe appearance is important, to
show your inner richness.

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3@ Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

Fridays, February 23 and April 20; 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9" floor
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SXELIE X5T%, X!
Bye-bye Year of the Dog! Welcome Year of the Boar!
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Shimenawa

Do you know the significance of the thick rope, or “shimenawa,”
that you see at a shrine or on the Shinto god-shelf in a home or office?
It is a single rope indicating the boundary that separates the impure
world outside from the pure one inside.

The word is said to have its origin in Japanese mythology. After
Amaterasu Omikami (Japan’s mythical sun goddess), came out of her
cave in the heavens, a rope (the original shimenawa?) was strung across
the entrance to prevent her from going back inside.

At New Year’s, Japanese people decorate the entrances to their
homes with “shimekazari” (shimenawa) and kadomatsu (pine branches),
indicating their wishes for the good health and safety of the family
within by preventing evil spirits from entering,
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Postscript

I bought a new pair of jeans, and I became more careful about walking nicely. My
favorite perfume from my teenage days always makes me feel like “myself” even if I
have a difficult business appointment that day. And it often happens that the color
of my clothes or accessories encourages me. Some people might say “I am far from
Oshate/Fashionable” and try to avoid talking about it, but I think it entiches our daily
lives and creates better conditions.

In the next issue, we would like to receive your contributions on “Tea.” I always
enjoy chatting with my friends when I hold a mug filled with cafe au lait in my palms.
Each country has various kinds of teas and customs for drinking it. We are looking
forward to your contributions under the theme of “Tea and me.”

Editor-in-chief: Atsuko NONOGAKI

)

WA T H A4, 2220 HP I S B s e % . BT LS s
MHIIE K, TRt B ME AR TAEMR E, bR A N2 2)
8. PUAR IO PR AT A Ui g 3. A ZHERN ZAS EAM B O
G0y, Mgz . WEXFERENAE - RIVER, S DA,

N, RS OCT RIS . TS I G T (KIETBON AR,
FHRM A IR et 2 20T 0, Al JAE, AFEPE KB AT
AR AN R 25 SR H i [ 3RS Jo Bl T4 R g R
GYHRAERY B R A B (4R -

L ML B ER SR

LR @ 2K ]

-17 -

South Wind



Pehs S
EXEERB AR R TR, | EZERFER 2, S e LT, SRMZEEL, —E
RO & i 2 DCFERDE S T e Z2HRE LT TSouth Wind) ZFfT L TWE Y, & XOKMZ
BRHHLTHBO XTI, Ab. HBEICOWVTIE SW HES TR EE TR E T,
@ South Wind IZ#g#{ & N 7zFl FH X E RS = D website IR ENE LB HH KT,
@ South Wind IZ f8# & N7z FT DV T OE/FHEIZEX EFECSSRIBRICIRE L X9,
@ South Wind No. 54 O 7 —= : [fA & 3575 GRFaREYIH= 2 A 20 H)
Bfifiik 0 FEREERIE LTH « 3 oSzl LTIV, REFERO7HIE 800 FLL
NTHBBENLET,
ik 105-8511 HEXZ N[ 1-5-25 XA 8 [
HEIX ER i = 9% R - South Wind # ST
Fax: (03) 3578-3537 E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp

Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Tea and Me" for South Wind No. 54 is February 20.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be less than
1,200 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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