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South Wind Translator: Yoshiko Tsukuda

I have helped translate articles for MIA’s quarterly magazine “The South Wind” since it was first published in 1994. Up
until three years ago, I was pretty busy working as an interpreter and English conversation instructor in addition to managing
a household as wife and mother. This meant that I often didn’t get enough sleep when MIA asked me to translate articles
although I was happy to help. After my 60th birthday, I gradually reduced my interpreting and teaching work. I also try not
to worry about housework. But I still want to participate fully in the MIA activities because I have been encouraged by the
positive attitude of other members, and I truly enjoy helping and communicating with people, including foreigners.

I have been a member of MIA since it was established and participate mainly in the Interpreting Committee. Through
various activities, I have met many special and important people. I treasure all these wonderful experiences I have had.
Now that I am over 60 years old, I am searching for purpose for the rest of my life. I believe MIA will remain a top priority
for me.

Main activities at MIA: Active member of LR], Interpreting and Translating Committees, special projects such as coun-
try presentations, New Year’s party, etc.
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A letter from the USA (45) Slow Life in 2006

[November 20, 2005]

It has been almost twelve years since we purchased this
house in a suburb of Atlanta. Our home is close to wooded
areas and I see different kinds of wild birds every day at the
birdfeeder in our yard. Wild rabbits also visit our yard regu-
larly. It was one eatly spring, when a wild rabbit came to our
yard and ate all of my pansies. On another occasion, a tor-
toise about six inches long came out of a hole in a corner of
our yard and surprised me. Every summer, lightning bugs
fly around in our yard at dusk. In the fall, migrating birds
fly in formation over my head while I tend my flowerbed. 1
grew up in Tokyo, and I believe that in my childhood, the
only way to associate with wildlife was by paying an entrance
fee or by traveling hours by train. Compared to my child-
hood memory, living here seems like being in heaven.

While we love this environment, we decided that it was
time to sell our house and buy a condominium closer to
downtown Atlanta. In twelve years, the quiet neighborhood
has changed a bit. When we had just moved here, there

Harumi N. Stephens

were lots of wooded areas. Many of these wooded areas
have been cleared and are now subdivisions. More houses
mean more cars on the streets. Congestion during the rush
hours had become unbearable. Rush hour in the morning
starts before dawn now. My commuting time has doubled
since we first moved here. The long commute started to
take a chunk out of our lives. I no longer have enough time
to take care of my flowerbed. We rarely go to museums
now. As I grow older, I find myself having less energy to
care for the house and garden, and downsizing makes sense
to us now.

The new condominium we chose is surrounded by lots
of trees. We will be close enough to enjoy city life and still
have nature close by. I can probably have a birdfeeder on
our veranda and still enjoy bird watching. We will be using
our time for ourselves instead of being stuck in traffic. We
wish to reduce our stress and increase our personal time
that including time for relaxation and exercise. “Slow Life”
in 2006. I know that I will soon again open the sketchbook
that has been sleeping in my closet for a while.

i S



South Wind

FELH KL (45) 2006 FFLIEER A%

[2005 4F 11 H 20 H ]
FENAF 22 KARANSE T v, AETCIE124FT . &
MIHEWNHEZEMIR L, BTFRIDNSRES E, FRH
RN A P A /NS, B A I I8 B 3 Bg 1 Lok,
F{IRIBICUF AR G EVIFRGE T = AL T,
BT £ P& 0 /NI AT I 25 8l 2 15em [P L. ORI
e, B BLEE K AR, BORAE B+ LR R e IR i,
ST Rt b 5 R 5 5 . 7R AR R A K
K, ADNEHEERAA B (AT A GeEmK H
WRo XTFHERU . LA RIS R R A,
HBRAT YO S HRUX B B 7, BB IR (W) 7 KA
o IS 1245, RAETIRKZ . Wk
KITARMA K AZ i TR X, MESEE N, 424

Harumi N. Stephens

WS I T o RN b PRI (DA A A A LA,
JRRIEE I IRIE DT o YT B[] 2 W R
(KP4, AEBATMAETE S, T A IR T i e ik
o WA I A7 FEAELR , WARD U L T SR T
BRI, dhs B AGES b5 RIE 1, XA
FAIFURINREY, S NRATT ATV (I T
XA AT RE T ST, (ARG AR A
ORF REAE 3 32 0Ty A3 SRR I [ IN 123 A AR,
FE G R EREARESILT . GEICH T EEERIRH
1A T 0 CEOGEBR H, A7 Ay BN 2006 4R I
By, 10 BAEMBANE T o AER U TS
L, WAEEERITIIT .
CHASE - FHE)D

PIECZ

[2005 4 10 A 30 H]
CTDOERA M, FOEMETVWEECH &
Bolz, HLU, BOBAE, [5ECE] ok
WY E LRV, [SMECZ ) OO AT —
HYTHB, HEEZELEZ THL, ME5I13IE
BERETERWHNLTH S, b, SHFEIFCC
T XET [BHECTEFRS] LEHELEY, LIEE->
TEDED/NEEEETEDZ D, EbEWVTWiz
7EET20,
REISHAFRANOFEHZSNTUE -7z, S
15 AEDOSECF RN EA T LY &L
£ ER-TWViE, ABIKSETToELTWVEA
Mo leDFE, Hiconizc LidEh->7=3nEd.
FKNIESHET A0 FICZD, NETHhERODEELR
ANWA M= ERV, #LEHHOKFbZRE L
TV IS Tz, B D &z | CAEE
DIELEE, UNEBEFMITEZTVZDT, =
7z 83V DOELLEICHE U oz, T2EZTHN
X, FHEORHHICIZBERNOMBIR B S AN D
LRE->TW3S, SECEFRICBRERZHLIEVE
B, HICOESHZVWHEE LTI, #3 5 HHHAI
> U 2BERR E T LORO BB S 2 H 12
WS EDHH B,
DELSBENCT LI TEDH S, L LEKRED
HilZEZ THDBERNTDMLV, EED—IEEE,
BEHLEUEEZEZZ T\, BOEETL, 15
ETEF] EVWIBERIDEIEESOHEICE ST,
TN EEVHER RV, £EEA S, 985,
£S5 0 DNERHENRDS, THELEEDT
TWEREERVWORED, 50 FXROTARG & ikt
HFREETTELXIICRDTVDIE, SO

2K
IVYZ7 T, RICFEZORREZZWVESVIRIC
LTEEM, BICREICE50 ERERICE TRV
EERABICE LR EE 5T, T8 ZEHFHH RS
e f7-oTE /—bTREHERLI, /—F\Vay
FRoOTWL, 7ayz 7 rTCEHSOLY 12—
BREZZOFEFRZY) =T FIcXEE (VO
O, RYBICESFETIELRFTEZED
rEES, ULhLEBERHRAICHTHALLE>TE
o HRICIOEU EETERZDOENISWVW BRA
TEEVRNTEERLES>TLB L, FRAICE KL
BoENDDIE,

B, L TCHHRMGSER, FEBRRIEESE
W HEEEM S LTE, KO —FHLTHLL
EMATE Tz, KEEZHRE —FIRAL T, SHC
Z2RHEENSERIKIEAS ERBWENLZIT, &
ol LI EEFICZh >, FETHLANAL
WaE L, HAZ TR TER, HATE RERTIE
L. U 7h, ROEMER KRz, WOEFRA
WKRILT e ZE>TE T, He 1, MIIRFET
ZTHEED Z, FEICE S TH HIE, BElcE 2
Bk, fERaME TERT. REIKEANS BV
W3,

ZNTEH, HAROHI THHENH S X ) TR T—
DOIE] WKRUFERE, FEOLWENZFOFEFICEI N
TWaEES,

HEC T, XNCHERTLEY b 2diF &5,
HEC T, hEhT2ME L THEI,
HHECZ, miglzEde L,



South Wind

New Year for Sure - Shinnen ko-so

[October 30, 2005]

This title is exactly what I want to write about. In my
case, however, “This Year for Sure-Kotoshi koso” would
be more appropriate. ““This Year for Sure” is the everlast-
ing motto in my heart. Goals are increasing year by year
because few of them were realized by the end of the year
before. This year I decided to declare my resolution in writ-
ing, so please do not laugh at the small targets I am going to
mention.

To tell the truth, I forgot my wife’s birthday last year.
I had decided to give her a birthday present, especially last
time, because in that year we were married for fifteen years.
Also, I had never offered her any birthday present before
and she had never complained. But, last year she became
forty years old and that was a rather important milestone in
her life. I really wanted to show my appreciation....

The reason I missed it was, as usual, my busy business
schedule. Failure last year was much more regrettable to me
than in previous years because I made plans well in advance.

Every New Year, my wife’s parents send us many gifts.
This year for sure, I will send them a year-end present as
well.

Another, maybe more silly goal; I would like to memo-
rize the new address and the new phone number of our new
house which we moved into three months ago.

My targets might sound dull, but it is important for me
to publish my thoughts. Whenever I talk about my New
Year resolution, I feel sorry again because most of them
are the same as the ones I made at the beginning of the last
year or even of the year before last. But even though goals
remain as dreams, “New Year” encourages me to challenge
them once more. Yes I will try again!

LI Shui

I have one more smaller target. Please do not laugh at
this one either. I want to master Japanese Hiragana and
Katakana handwriting. Being an engineer was my excuse for
a long time that handwriting was not necessary for me and
I was even proud of not being able to write. In fact I use
a notebook PC on the job instead of a notebook; on proj-
ects I use my PC for making presentations on a screen and
memos are kept in the PC. I easily escaped from writing for
many years. I have been in Japan for more than ten years,
and now I feel ashamed of this inability, while my wife is
pushing me so hard.

“New Year” sounds sweet to me. In younger days, when
my score card for the year was not so good, New Year was
a new hope for me to do better. I failed my first entrance
examination, but when I took the test the next year I was
confident that I could pass and fortunately I succeeded
that year. Before I came to Japan, I made many mistakes
while I lived in China. There, I was dropped from a gradu-
ate school. It was a bitter disappointment but fortunately I
could find a job the next year. At the end of each year I kept
saying the same thing to my wife: “Next year for sure I will
make it happen, so please wait one more year” and at the
New Year, “New Year for sure,” “I am going to work really
hard and won’t give you anymore hardships.” However,
none of that has come true yet and my wife is still work-
ing. I like the Japanese songs “Ashita ga aru sa” (Tomorrow
is another day) and “Sekai de hitotsu no hana” (The only
flower in the world) because they share my sentiments.

New Year for sure, I will give my wife a birthday present.

New Year for sure, I will master Katakana.

New Year for sure, I will make our parents happier.
[Translated by: T. NITTA]

FERCHESULEFER  “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings
include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome!

Date: Saturdays, February 11, March 11 and April 15

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Date:  Saturdays, February 11, March 11 and April 15
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

PEXERRR IS TlE. HARGEZMIRL TOTEHEBRICGETEESDRONEADT., L kEER
DL DTV, FEEICHERE BB OMNEAND S RIS THAGE TS /A 1A, LREHICENT
WET, LCJRT VYT 4 T AR IRBREBLTEDET, U0, & Z2Ew,
2HI11H (). 311 H (), 4 H15H (1) 4G 11 B~ 12 K5 30 5
ZHNNAR—)l ZAXR—ZAD (X2 4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LC]J, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesel!l Feel free to join us.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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All Directions of Bangkok (25) From Thailand -

Ms. Parawee’s Dream: “To be a Pilot and Fly Through the Sky”

[November 28, 2005]

Ms. Parawee Vasikasin was born in Bangkok, Thailand.
She is slender and 176cm tall. She has an open-minded and
gentle disposition, both of which are typical characteristics
of the Thai people. She is a student in the international
course at the College of Management, Mahidol University
(http:/ /www.cmmu.net). I also study there.

We usually call her by her nickname “Pla,” which means
“fish.” Indeed, the blue color of the tropical ocean seems
to be perfectly suitable for her since she is truly active.
However her actual field is not the ocean but the sky.

She is one of the few future women pilots for passenger
aircraft in Thailand. In May of this year she passed a dif-
ficult examination. About 3,000 people applied and only 42
passed, of which only six were women. She is now a pilot
candidate for Air Asia. By the way, it is said that at pres-
ent there are only ten women in Thailand who are licensed
pilots.

Air Asia (http://www.airasia.com/) went into setvice
in December 2003 and it is a budget airline. The domestic
airline market in Thailand was an oligopoly, with only a few
airlines operating until Air Asia entered the market with ser-
vice at nearly half the cost of other airlines. The aitline has
grown steadily with strong support from people who could
not afford to fly before, and has expanded with international
flights from Thailand to Cambodia, Singapore and Malaysia.

Ms. Parawee’s father was a pilot for Thai Airways Inter-
national. She has traveled to more than 20 countries since
she was a child, flying on planes piloted by her father. It is
an unforgettable memory for her to see inside the cock-
pit when she was small. Then gradually she dreamed of
becoming a pilot.

Masami IWAFUNE
After graduating from the Department of Architec-
ture at prestigious Chulalongkorn University, Ms. Pawawee
became a graphic designer while studying business adminis-
tration at the College of Management, Mahidol University.
When she saw an advertisement recruiting pilot candidates
for Air Asia in November 2004, she applied without hesita-
tion and she passed the examination.

Unfortunately, her father passed away in the middle of
2004. “If my father were still alive, he would be proud of
me because he devoted himself to his work with pride,” Ms.
Pawawee said with regret. She added, “My mother is also
proud of me, but she worries about my safety.”

At present, Ms. Pawawee is busy not only with training
at the professional aviation school situated on the premises
of Bangkok International Airport but also with her studies
at the College of Management. She studies the theory of
aviation in class and does practical aviation trainings on the
airfield. She will graduate from both programs next May.
Then she is expected to become a co-pilot and take her first
step into the blue sky. The year 2006 should be an unfor-
gettable year for her.

Before ending this article I would like to relay her mes-
sage to Japanese people: “I love Japanese people very much
so please come and visit my country, Thailand. T would also
like to offer my favorite words to anyone whose goal is to
be a pilot: ‘Just Do It! Take action towards the realization
of your dream rather than just worrying about it”

Ms. Pla, please fly into the blue sky with passion. You
will have made your dream come true.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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Introduction of Volunteer Activities in Minato International Association

Welcome to the Friendship Lounge

[November 29, 2005]

My program, “A night to enjoy folk songs from all over
the world,” was held during the “Friendship Lounge” in
April 2005. Although I have been a member of Minato
International Association (MIA) for a long time, I felt
almost like a new member when I worked on this program.

I worried about it every day for we only had a meeting
place and the kind help of the MIA staff on a tight budget,
and I had neither talent nor experience with music or folk
songs and didn’t play any instrument.

Unfortunately, fewer participants showed up for the pro-
gram than I expected. This might be because the music was
performed mainly by unknown amateur players, like myself.
Inadequate preparation without scores or texts confused
the participants. The eatly part of the program, therefore,
remained slow.

Mr. Gunji Shimizu, who is a professional musician and
MIA member, arrived at that time. The audience gradually
warmed up to his live accordion performance and to the
guitar playing by other members such as Mr. Hidenori Yam-
auchi, Mr. Toru Nishida and Mr. Akira Hisajima.

Still, we had some points to be improved. One was
that we couldn’t provide participants who spent their pre-
cious time coming to the event with enough time to talk

Yasuhiro KAWAMURA

with others. We hope to improve this point and provide a
delightful exchange for more song fans, if we have a similar

event again.

Lately, we have seen more people from foreign
countries. Minato-ku has become more and more interna-
tionalized. Whether we like it or not, International exchange
is necessary for us if we are to build a safe and valuable
environment. As a handy program through which we can
engage in international exchange, I recommend participating
in the Friendship Lounge to all MIA members. There, we
need small personal expense but can achieve self-satisfaction
to some extent. Please attend the monthly cultural exchange
committees, and propose your own plan there. If the com-
mittee approves your program, you can make it happen.
Minato-ku has inestimable possibilities for international

exchange.

“Friendship Lounge” is just one example of the many
programs at MIA. As a member who has participated in
Minato International Association since its establishment, I
hope to overcome difficulties and obstacles with many other
members. Minato-ku is my home, and the same time, it is a

department store for international exchange.

[Translated by: E. NOMOTO]
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The ard Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530. There will be no Friendship Lounge in February. Instead, we will meet on March 10, then
resume our usual schedule from April.

March 10, April 21 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #913
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Postscript

Happy New Year. I hope we will be able to develop our discussions and exchange of opinions in "South Wind."

For this issue, we received contributions on the theme “I’ll do it this year!” from members all over the world. I think it is

always exciting to try something new.

When I think about my “first time,” I recall the first time I got on a bicycle without training wheels, or when I entered
elementary school with a heavy book bag on my back, or when I faced a new culture in a foreign country, or when I started
my work without knowing my right from my left. But I also think, “first time” is always with us in every stage of our lives.
The first graduation of a child, the first experience in a foreign country, the first time to try a new recipe, or the first time to
try a computer, ot the birth of a first grandchild... how many “first times” will we experience this year? I hope 2006 will be
a fruitful year for all our readers.

For the next issue of "South Wind," we invite you to share with us your expetience with “Reverse cultute shock.” When
I visited the U.S. and came back after I had become accustomed to driving on the right, I was confused about driving in
Japan on the left. After you experience a foreign culture, you might have a different view on the culture and habits of your

own country. Please share your comments in the next "South Wind."

Editor-in-Chief: Atsuko NONOGAKI
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Reverse culture shock" for South Wind No. 50 is February 20.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be less than
1,200 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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