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South Wind INlustrator—Kin CHIKADA

When I retired six years ago, I joined Minato International Association hoping to make use of the English I learned
when I was working. I had used English mainly for business correspondence, writing Telexes, etc. Shortly after joining MIA,
I became a regular participant in MIA’s “Let’s Rediscover Japan” (LR]) lecture group.

When I look again at Japan and Japanese people, trying to “Rediscover Japan,” I feel sorry that our surrounding nature
has been spoiled and lost very quickly. I truly find it regrettable that we have been losing what Japanese people used to think
of as virtues, for example, respect for nature, consideration toward others, etc.

Around that time, I happened to see a notice in the Bulletin of Minato City for a sumie-ink painting class at the Konan
Kumin Center. I decided to enroll to help me pass my time.

In sumie, you use only one color --black-- in various densities, and thin ink washes to represent the unlimited range of
color, forcing the viewer to use his or her imagination. Drawing pictures on seasonal themes helps modern people get ‘back
to nature,” and returns Japanese people to their nearly forgotten roots. That is why I continue to paint with ink.

Several of my works were published in the spring edition of South Wind at the kind recommendation of Ms. Nakano,
the editor-in-chief. I, however, thought they were not good enough to show anyone. Despite my lack of skill, I hope my
works in South Wind will serve, if only a little, to stir seasonal feelings in you.

Additional notes: Almost three years ago, I became a member of the ‘Minato Citizen Exchange Garden’ (Minato Kumin
Koryu Garden) which is in Shiba Park, diagonally across from Minato City Hall. I take care of the flowers in the park.
Often the dates of gardening meetings conflict with LR] lectures. It’s always difficult for me to decide to which activity I
should give priority.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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All Directions of Bangkok (23) From Thailand—A Pleasant Country

Kazuki YANO - Asia Is His Stage

[June 9, 2005]

Mr. Kazuki Yano is from Kumamoto prefecture, Japan.
He is an actor, who has lived in Thailand for 22 years. He is
not very tall at 171cm, and has a wiry physique built up by
martial arts practiced during his junior high school through
to college days. Everything he does on the stage charms
the audience. Mr. Yano, well known among both Thai and
Japanese people as an actor and a pantomime artist, has
performed in Thai movies, TV dramas and shows, and on
stage. He has appeared in pantomimes and held workshops
in Korea and the Philippines. He acted in a pantomime in
Angkor Vat, Cambodia in 2003, which was a first worldwide.
He is very active in international society. Kazuki played the
role of a Japanese scientist recently in “Lizard Woman,” a
Thai occultism film, which was released in November 2004
and was a big hit. The theatrical company he runs, YANO
ACT LABO, staged “Mogare Seimei” in August last year,
and “Jouen kyoka“ (Censorship) in May this year. The
subject for the former film is Abeno Seimei, a Yin-Yang
Master in the Heian era, and Mr. Yano wrote the script him-
self. This was staged in memory of Mr. Shinsuke Hashida,
a close friend of Mr. Yano, who was shot to death in Iraq.
The latter play was a charity performance for children who
were harmed by the disastrous tsunami at the end of last
year.

Mr. Yano first came to Thailand in 1980. At the time
he was a senior in college and he went to a refugee camp in
Cambodia, to visit the Japan International Volunteer Center
(JVC). JVC was carrying out a rescue operation at that time
in the border region of Thailand and Cambodia. Kazuki
was shocked seeing the hardships of the refugees and the
young people who were devoting themselves to volunteer
work. He thinks back over the past and says, “There were
people about the same age as I was and their way of living
was completely different from mine. That was a big sur-
prise. Some had experienced travels in India and worldwide.
I had never imagined there were such people when I lived in
Japan. I stayed there for one month altogether and made up
my mind to come back.”

The second time Mr. Yano came to Thailand was in
1983, fascinated by the country and deciding to tackle a
refugee-supporting task. He was one of the research mem-
bers with the Japanese Embassy in Thailand and conducted
research on refugees from Cambodia and Laos who were
applying for permanent residency in Japan. After complet-

-—

Masami IWAFUNE

ing the period of contract, he went to work for JVC and
trained Cambodian refugees for jobs. Kazuki had a memo-
rable experience there. He asked a gitl one day, “Aren’t you
worried about the future living in such a place?” Strong
feelings of uneasiness were surging through the rally in the
camp then. A lot of refugees had already emigrated to the
U.S. or Canada, and the rest said to be sent back to Cambo-
dia. However, the conditions in Cambodia at the time were
still chaotic. The refugee girl handed a letter to Mr. Yano
the day after she was asked. It was written in shaky English
to show him her inner world. Mt. Yano related how, “The
letter said, ‘I now live here. I get my education here at the
camp. Iam sure I will have a bright future.” I felt her spirit
when I read the letter. It is important to live to the best of
your ability under any circumstances. I should live as hard
as I could.”

During that period, Mr. Yano was troubled with the
thought whether or not he should pursue a specialist career
in relief work. He had made the first step toward the theat-
rical circles one year before then, belonging to a pantomime
troupe. “After reading the letter, I made up my mind to
take the step forward to do what I could devote myself to -
a theatrical world - here in Thailand. (See: Kazuki YANO,
Pantomime In The Refugee Camp, Mekong Publishing,
http://www.mekong-publishing.com)

Mr. Yano’s achievements after making up his mind were
striking. As I mentioned before, his pantomime perfor-
mances and workshops have been not only in Thailand,
but Cambodia, Korea, the Philippines, and Japan. He
presented plays leading his own group, appeared in numer-
ous movies, dramas, and television, as well. He now trains
young Thai and Japanese making good use of his long expe-
rience to mediate the differences of opinions between the
Thai and Japanese staff and actors. I myself am an ardent
Kazuki Yano fan. His updated information is on http://
blogs.yahoo.co.jp/yanoactlabo (YANO ACT LABO).

Lastly, Mr. Yano has sent messages to the readers of this
essay. “Only one play may change the life of an audience. I
would like to present such a drama. The real world is under-
going big changes, with 9.11, the death of Mr. Shinsuke
Hashida, the merciless tsunami last year, and such like. I
feel like I’'m being pushed on the back and hearing the voice,
“Do whatever you can do.” Life has various crossroads, and
I believe that you will follow the right track in the long run
whatever path you may take.”

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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PEETHSUEEH A “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings
include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcomel

Date:  Saturdays, September 10 and October 15 (no meeting in August))

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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If I Hadn’t Come Across That Phrase

[May 10, 2005]
It's getting into the third year since I enrolled in MIA
as member. The motivation for me to join MIA was that
I lived in Minato City when I was in my twenties and 1
dreamed of inviting foreign people living in Minato City
to become acquainted with traditional Japanese culture
through the carving of images of Buddha, which I, myself,
have enjoyed as a hobby for the last 32 years. Besides, I had
a feeling of emptiness resulting from my voluntary retire-
ment from the company I had worked for 30 years. In the
beginning, I borrowed space in the MIA office and opened
a class in carving and borrowed space at a temple in Shina-
gawa City and formed a volunteer group to learn more and
to become better acquainted with images of Buddha. Thus,
I started to realize my early dream little by little.

When I was working for the company, I almost lost
myself in the pressures of my daily routine and heavy work
and in order to escape from the pressures, I spent night after
night drinking. It was at that time when I realized that a
change of my life style was inevitable. Thus it was 32 years
ago when I started carving images of Buddha. One day I
happened to see beautiful pictures of images of Buddha

in the art corner of a book store. I was deeply fascinated

Norimichi ENOMOTO

by the expressions on faces which showed quietness, deep
thought and a sincere attitude in seeking the truth.

I did never think of making images similar to those, but
when I found a phrase in a book that said, "it is not neces-
sary to make images beautiful, but the most important thing
is to express your sincere spirit influenced by Buddha." It
was my belief that everybody had a merciful nature influ-
enced by Buddha, and the phrase mentioned above inspired
me to carve images of Buddha. The fact that I've been able
to devote myself to this work for over 30 years is due to that

phrase.

These days, I often deliver speeches on the subject, such
as "the spirit of Buddhism expressed in images of Buddha,"
"the kinds of sculptures and their roles" and through these
activities, I try to help seekers to "discover the true nature
of Buddha and enlightenment." If I had not found that
phrase, I might have lived a completely different life. I was
deeply impressed by the important effect of those wise and
thoughtful words.

*Bussei ({Af ), "The spirit of Buddha," is a gentle Bud-
dha-like spitit inherent to even the most fiendish person.

[Translated by: A. KUSHIMA]
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Seated image of Shaka Nyorai
Artist, photographer: Norimichi ENOMOTO
Carved from a solid 23-cm diameter fragrant olive
wood log,
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Daikoku-ten
Artist photographer: Norimichi ENOMOTO
Carved from a 25-cm-tall piece of camphor wood; in his
right hand is a mallet to hammer out good luck
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Letter from the USA (43) My Twenty-fifth Birthday Changed My Life

[May 14, 2005]

I grew up hearing that women only need "temporary
employment" because they eventually get married and
become housewives, or "women seck tenure in marriage," or
"marriage is a perfect job that provides women three meals
and nap time." I not only grew up thinking that a marriage
is an unattractive choice of life, but I was also feeling disap-
pointed with the role of women in Japanese society. My
mother probably wanted me to find a temporary job that
would require me to serve tea to male workers at the office
and to concentrate on finding a husband. Against such
hope, I went to a school to study fashion design and got a
professional position as a designer at a major apparel com-
pany. In my office the majority of employees were females.
However, my job was not considered as "temporary employ-
ment." It was the kind of job that you can build a career on.
I decided to remain single and to support myself for life. 1
believed that for a woman to be recognized and respected in
Japanese society, being financially independent was impor-
tant.

It was about two years later that I met my husband Mel
who was working for the American Embassy in Toranomon,
Tokyo. While I was not interested in marriage at all, and
nobody including him was in the picture, I was always look-
ing forward to a conversation with him. His viewpoint as an
American helped me to see different facets on many issues.
One day, he told me that he needed me to explain why the
Japanese had tendency to consider work more important
than their families. I was working in an environment where
working overtime was normal practice as well as working
on Saturdays. It was not easy for me to have a date, even
on weekends. "Which is more important to Japanese, work
or family?" he asked me angrily. I grew up in the era where
"Economic Animal" was a buzzword. Putting your work
or office before your personal life was a common practice
in Japanese society. I did not ask myself why I had to work
late almost everyday and why I never had time for myself. I
answered without any hesitation, "Of course, work is more
important than family." He looked at me in disbelief and
was speechless. His reaction stuck in my mind for a long
time.

O %

Harumi STEPHENS

Several months later, my twenty-fifth birthday came.
Mel made a reservation at a fine restaurant for that evening
to celebrate my birthday. 1 did not have a lot of work that
day and I was supposed to leave my job at the regular time.
Just as I was getting ready to leave, the general manager
of our division suddenly showed up without notice. He
discussed some business matters with us, and then decided
that all of us would go out and continue our discussion
over dinner. This was a typical Japanese office. There was
no way for me to say "I want to be excused because I have
a date." I had no choice but to join them for dinner. This
was before the use of cell phones became so common. At
that moment, it was impossible for me to look up the tele-
phone number of the restaurant to contact Mel. I ended
up standing him up. 1 spent the rest of the evening feeling
uneasy. Apologizing to Mel over and over again, my memo-
rable twenty-fifth birthday closed its drapes.

When I asked myself "Why do I have to go through this
on my birthday?" my wotk that seemed to be so important
in my life suddenly had no value to me. "The work I do can
be done by somebody else. Someone else can take my posi-
tion at this company. However, I cannot be replaced. My
life cannot be replaced." I didn't want to be ignored in this
society. I was trying so hard to be recognized and I did not
realize that I was the one who was ignoring ME.

Needless to say that Mel, who made me see one impor-
tant fact of life, made me change my mind about "remain-
ing single for life." I am very fortunate that I now enjoy
working as an interpreter, which I always wanted to do, in
balance with my personal life. I used to think that having
a good position at a company or having a title would give
me a sense of "self." Now, "self" means, to me, being a
daughter to my patents, being a sister to my brother, being a
wife to my husband, and to some people, being a friend or
companion. To respect "yourself" means to know that there
is only one "You" in this whole world and that no one can
replace you. And this I learned on my twenty-fifth birthday.

"'\-\-'
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HAGATiEd & / “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

Date:
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Hick: 9H10H ().
(8 AXASD)
BT ZHNNER—)L AX—ZD (HEXZ 4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LC]J, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesell Feel free to join us.

Saturdays, September 10 and October 15 (no meeting in August)

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Effort to Construct a Harmonious Society

On March 11th 2005, I visited a village for former
Hansen’s disease (leprosy) patients located in Guangxi as a
translator for visitors from Japan. Most Japanese visitors
also have been cured of the same disease. I was impressed
that they had come all the way to China to see these patients
in spite of being not very well themselves.

We finally arrived at the village and rushed out of the
bus. The village people were pleased to meet us. I trans-
lated their words of their greeting to each other. Their
simple words, such as “How old are you?” and “How are
you?r” showed their real feelings. They didn’t need words—
they knew well enough what they saw—all they needed was

WANG XUE JING (Student at Guangxi University, China)

to hold each othet’s hands. It comes from the fact that they
all share the same suffering.

Students of Guangxi Medical School were among the
visitors. They were campers at a work camp cooperating
with HANDA (a Chinese NGO), making every effort to
improve the village environment for former Hansen’s dis-
ease patients, for example by constructing houses.

One camper told me, “Patients with Hansen’s disease are
repulsive to others, but it is the patients who really suffer.”
I agree with that statement. The world would be much
brighter, if each person showed consideration for others.

[Translated by: Eiko NOMOTO)]
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Honduras Day

There are two “presenting a country” days a year jointly
sponsored by embassies located in Minato City and the
Minato International Association (MIA). Honduras Day on
June 25th was the twenty forth such event since 1993. This
event was my first time as a staff member and I enjoyed the
experience very much.

Our first contact with the Embassy was almost six
months ago. We met the Ambassador, His Excellency Mr
Carlos Manuel Zeron, and Ms Yolanda Batre the Economic
Counsellor, for the first time in February. Ambassador Zeron
kindly informed us about his country from Mayan ruins in
Copan, marine resources in the Caribbean Sea to tropical
nature in the north east. A few days later Madam Lilian
Maria Zeron and Ms Yolanda Batre visited us at Mita NN
hall, the venue of the party and Libra where the food was
to be cooked. We met for the second time in May and this
time Minato Cable TV shot an introductory film of Hon-
duras Day with Ambassador Zeron which was televised for
two weeks and some of you might have seen this.

Meanwhile, we at MIA volunteers had our first meeting
in the middle of April and about twenty of us turned up.
At this meeting we had a lesson on Honduras so we would
know more about the country. The teacher was Mr Kawa-
gishi who worked in Honduras for many years as a member
of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers sponsored by

Tatsuo NITTA (leader of the Executive Committee)

the Japanese government. Mr Kawagishi is married to a
Honduran woman. We also made plans for the coming
party such as cooking for one hundred and fifty people,
transportation, venue set-up, reception, audio-visual opera-
tion and drinks. The assignment of tasks to the volunteers
went smoothly. I was impressed with the volunteers’ coop-
eration and deep knowledge of each job. We had the last
meeting one week before the day and finished final prepara-
tions.

At the last minute we found that Ambassador Zeron had
to return to Honduras due to urgent official business and he
could not join the party. Madam Zeron, however, took care
of cooking preparation and made an opening speech on
behalf of the Ambassador. Japanese volunteers did a great
job in cooking and I think the success of the party heav-
ily depended on women power from both countries. One
hundred and fifty people, including thirty MIA volunteers,
enjoyed the day’s program of Honduran food, music and
dancing, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you to all of the people who contributed to making this
party so successful especially to the Honduran Embassy.

The next national day is scheduled for November this
year. Please join us again and please join us as a volunteer
next time, and let’s know more about another country and
meet new friends.
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3rd Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

October 21 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #911
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Post-script

For this issue of South Wind, we called for the contribution of articles concerning experiences in connection with the
theme, “What changed your life?” Under what circumstances do people decide to step forward into another way of life?
Contributed articles show that in many cases, people were vaguely aware of the necessity for change in their lives but hesi-
tated to advance further. They were in a dilemma over the uncertainty of the good or bad consequences of the change and
the fear of abandoning the attachment to their stable lives. Then someone’s words or a reflection on someone’s life affected
them so deeply that all of a sudden the right way was revealed in their minds. Those people referred to in the articles were
all equipped with the positive sensibility to accept the precious influence. They made me think that I too should be more
attentive to hints that someone might offer me that could alter my routine life.

For the autumn issue of South Wind, we would like to invite you to contribute articles on the theme “Something nice
that makes you happy.” I hope you remember and share your happy experience with other readers.

On a personal note, almost one decade has passed since I assumed the position of Editor-in-Chief of South Wind. On
this occasion, I would like to announce my retirement from this post. I hope the new Editor-in-Chief will bring a fresh
breeze to this quarterly, starting from the next issue. I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for the cooperation and
support that you have extended to me for such a long time and ask for your further encouragement of and contributions to
South Wind in order to keep this unique multilingual quarterly an active space for exchanging ideas and opinions through
your articles.

Editor in Chief: Yoshiko Nakano
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Something nice that makes you happy" for South Wind No. 48 is August 31.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be less than
1,200 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8* Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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