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Miyuki SHINDO

It’s been seven years since I became a member of MIA.
I love to study foreign languages and enjoy the music of
European singers. Recently I’ve started listening to Japanese
petrformers such as Ayaka Hirahara and Kazumasa Oda as
well.

People seem to see me as strong, and assume I come
from a big family. In fact, I am an only child and a little
spoiled, so I tend to depend on others. The best thing
I’ve gained from MIA is that I now enjoy being with people
more.

Main activities in MIA: Translation Committee, Country
Presentations, Embassy Visits with junior and senior high
school students, etc.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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All Directions of Bangkok (21) From Thailand—A Pleasant Country—

A Message for the Future

[November 24, 2004]

What I would like to hand to the future is, I suppose,
deep emotion gained by the encounter of different cultures.
Soul-stirring experience has the whip-hand over your life
according to time and circumstances.

I can say that a photograph determined the course of
my life. It was the one named “Flee to Safety” taken by the
late Kyoichi Sawada. A woman and little children are swim-
ming across the river trying to get out of the fire during the
Vietnam War. Mr. Sawada was from Aomori prefecture and
he was a war photographer. He started taking pictures of
the Vietnam War in 1965 and was shot to death in Cambo-
dia in 1970. I was thirteen years old when I saw “Flee to
Safety” in 1980, ten years after Mr. Sawada’s death.

Mr. Sawada’s pictures from war are absolutely moving,
above all “Flee to Safety.” You may feel shocked as if you
actually were on the spot. It gets the fact across to you that
a war would infringe upon citizens’ everyday lives, beloved
homes and even existence itself. I was extremely touched by
Mr. Sawada, who dared to throw himself into the front to
take pictures.

I was born in a small town in the Tohoku District and
indistinctly hankered after working in foreign countries. Mr.
Sawada’s picture encouraged me and made me realize, “This

Masami INAFUNE
sort of man actually existed. Dreams will come true.” His
photo influenced my later career of working for an Inter-
national NGO in Thailand. I hope I will be able to leave
“something touching” to the future, although still falling far
behind Mr. Sawada’s belief.

I would like to keep working on international aid or
cross-cultural exchange all my life. I believe that new values
will arise where different cultures come across. 1 want to
leave these values to posterity through writings or pictures.
I hope they will create new thought and give you fresh moti-
vation for international aid and cross-cultural exchange.

Before I came to Thailand, I used to join the meetings
called LR]J (Let’s Rediscover Japan) in MIA (Minato Inter-
national Association). I rediscovered Japanese culture from
a participant’s perspective. It was a new discovery like a gift
from another culture. I’m learning taijiquan, a traditional
Chinese martial art, from an English woman. The lessons,
in English, are very casual as we call each other by our first
names and they are also always very enjoyable. It is thrill-
ingly exciting that we are in Bangkok, studying Chinese
martial arts in English. Why not convey this excitement to
everybody? At any time, I should think.

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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Spirits of time

Unexpectedly, I got a chance to visit the Diet building,
I was touched deeply and was even moved to tears. People
who know me well are probably wondering why a person
like me would visit such a place. One day my friend invited
me and she dragged me there, saying, “How about going to
the Diet building? You might not think of going there, but
it is really fun.” I replied, “Huh, is that so?” ...thus my visit
began with idle chatter.

The center building is wedged between the Lower House
and the Upper House and we went into the building on the
right, the Upper House, first. It reminded me of a field trip
when I was in elementary school.

And suddenly I opened my eyes wide. Everything there
exists with methodical beauty. I was astonished to realize
that this building has existed for more than 68 years, not as
an art or other museum but as a building for regular use.
For instance, the entrance to the Upper house building is
paved with gorgeous marble stones from all over Japan
whose names I’d never heard of: “kasumi” (mist), “usu-
gumo” (pale clouds), “kuro-gasumi” (dark mist) from Mine
City in Yamaguchi Prefecture and on the walls “uzura” (quail)
from Shuho-cho Akiyoshi in Yamaguchi and “kijamon” (set-

Yuko YONEDA
pentine) from Minano-machi in Saitama. The naming of
those stones was also impressive. “Hototogisu” (cuculiform)
from Anan City in Tokushima sounded witty. The people
of that time probably tried to use the right materials in the
right places. And I assume that the people who worked with
those stones were proud to produce them for the occasion.
The hall of the well-known center building is also decorated
with 13 kinds of marble stones from all over Japan and
it makes a beautiful mosaic. I was amazed to learn that it
consists of about one million stones. Each stone carries the
pride and soul of the craftsman, and the hall was completed
in Showa 11 (1936) after 17 years of construction. The
Diet building was made of the best quality genuine Japanese
materials of the time. The marble stones there carry many
stories and you can imagine it is a treasure house made with
breathtaking Japanese pride, soul, art and culture. I could
not help getting goose pimples. The breath of people of
the time still exists there, and it came directly to me. I left
the Diet building refreshed and with a great impression in

my heart.

[Translated by: A. NONOGAKI]
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MIA Friendship L.ounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The 3rd Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

Feb. 18, April 22 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #914
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Our Legacy

[November 24, 2004]

There is little more than a month remaining in this year,
and a new year—2005—will start very soon. If T think
about what those of us who are now living should leave to
posterity, it would be the message that we should treasure

our Japanese language.

I remember being surprised when I returned home from
an exchange program in Norway. As I watched a televi-
sion program, I realized people were leaving out words as
they spoke. We Japanese tend to speak in abbreviated ways
whether we’re talking at home or in the office. Japanese is
our native language but unless we think about it consciously,

we don’t use it correctly.

In my job I often talk with people on the phone. Since 1
cannot see the facial expressions of the other person, I try
to explain things clearly so I can be understood. We now
use E-mail as a regular means of communication and I've
noticed frequent typographical errors and omissions. E-mail
is wonderful because it’s almost as easy as speaking directly
to someone, but mistakes are common because all we have
to do to convert words into characters is hit the keyboard.

I’'m often confused by mails I receive at work.

Miyuki SHINDO

When we actually write on paper, we move the pen
with careful consideration. If we don’t know how to write a
character, we look it up in the dictionary. Since the arrival of
the computer age, we have fewer opportunities to write by
hand. I’'ve heard that the number of people who read books
has fallen since the Internet became widely available. It’s sad

that people can’t use Japanese correctly.

But I am not criticizing computers or the Internet. I
think we need to strike a balance between using comput-
ers and writing by hand and reading. In Japan, the number
of people who study foreign languages is increasing. I have
heard that people cannot master foreign languages if they
didn’t gain a solid understanding of Japanese during their
university days. Unless we understand the precise meaning
of a word, we cannot translate it into other languages. I had
trouble understanding this when I first heard it, but recently

I’ve come to appreciate the importance of Japanese.

I believe our role is to pass on to future generations a

deep appreciation of our language. That is a priceless legacy.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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A letter from the U.S.A. (41) We must not make reading a thing of the past

[November 13, 2004]

In September 2004, the National Endowment for the
Arts, an independent agency of the federal government
established by the United States Congress in 1965, held a
session in Atlanta to discuss reading, writing, and publishing
at the Southeastern Literary Magazine and small Press Fair.
At this session, the agency brought an alarming message
to the audience. The agency conducts an extensive survey
every 10 years to find out how frequently Americans visit
museums and historic sites, go to the theater, listen to jazz
and opera, and read fiction, poetry and drama. The most
current survey was conducted in 2002. The results showed
that Americans are participating less in art-related activities
in recent years, and they pointed out that reading, especially,
declined sharply among American people.

In 1982, 57 percent of adults said that they had read
some kind of literature in the past 12 months. In 2002, the
survey showed that only 47 percent said they read some kind
of literature in the past 12 months. The decrease is more
significant among young people. In 1982, about 60 percent
of young adults between ages of 18 and 24 said they read
some kind of literature. In 2002, only 43 percent declared
that they read some kind of literature. The survey indicated
that while young adults showed the steepest decline among
all age groups, it also marked a significant decrease in the
total number of people who read literature. Young or old,
black or white, rich or poor, college graduate or high school
graduate, Americans are reading less literature. Will reading
become a thing of the past?

It is clear that there is a cultural shift. Americans, espe-
cially the young generation prefer television and digital
entertainment to books. It seems that we all should simply

Harumi STEPHENS

accept the new technology and the new source of reading
and education for the sake of convenience. However, the
study on the behavior of Internet users conducted by Sun
Microsystems in 1997 showed that the Internet does not
necessarily make people read more or become informed citi-
zens. Sun Microsystems said that only 16 percent of people
tested read word for word. The rest scan the page, looking
for mostly visuals and keywords, and without reading the
whole page, they move on to the next screen. Other sur-
veys conducted in 2002 by various groups such as National
Geographic show a startling reality about young adults’ his-
torical knowledge and political awareness. Only 15 percent
of young adults who were surveyed could find Afghanistan,
Iraq or Israel on a map. While 82 percent of the Internet
generation could name the hometown in “The Simpsons,”
a popular cartoon program on television, only 40 percent
could say what party controls the US Congtess.

What kind of world do we want to leave to the next
generation? What would be the most valuable thing that is
worth protecting for generations to come? Cultural artifacts,
architecture and heritage immediately come to my mind as
the things we want to preserve for future generations. Con-
serving nature is also important. Taking part in volunteer
work to help bring peace to the world is very important as
well. There are many more things that we need to preserve
for future generations. To preserve all of these beautiful
things, future generations should not only foster, understand
and appreciate beauty and the arts, but should be able to
think critically as well. Reading, I think, is one of the most
important and fundamental elements for a brighter future.
We must not make reading a thing of the past.
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A Heritage for Future Generations

[November 7th, 2004]

Even if called a “heritage,” it doesn’t appeal much to
me as a fifteen-year-old. But to the degree I think of the
theme of “heritage to future generations” I offer the fol-
lowing. What comes to mind immediately when I hear the
word “heritage” is the so-called “world heritage sites”—
Horyuji Temple, Shirakami-Sanchi (the generic name) and
the Atomic Bomb Dome (Genbaku Dome) in Hiroshima—

among others in Japan.

Preservation of art and nature or scarred reminders of
war-time—these are a heritage to be passed on to future
generations. In October when I visited the Shirakami-
Sanchi on a school trip I was engrossed by its beauty and
strongly felt that this beautiful scene must be preserved by
all means. Some heritage sites have regrettably been pol-
luted by inconsiderate people. For example, Mt.Fuji has so
far not been inscribed on the World Heritage List due to its
“inappropriate management.” This has in many instances

been caused by climbers leaving rubbish behind.

LI Min

I don’t think Mt. Fuji is unappreciated just because it is
not listed as a World Heritage site. By the same token, there
is no justification for leaving rubbish on and around Mt.
Fuji just because it is not on the World Heritage Site List.
No one should have the right to diminish Mt. Fuji or any

other beautiful scene.

What I want to say is that it is not enough merely to
indulge ourselves in getting excited by these scenes and
objects, we also need to use our imaginations to think of
future possible circumstances. Unless we use our imagina-
tions I am afraid that through indifference we may cause
another war—even if we reflect on war when looking at the
Atomic Bomb Dome or when throwing away rubbish at
Horyuji Temple and Shirakami-Sanchi.

Accordingly, by thinking of the impact on people's
imaginations of certain scenes and objects and, further, the
feeling of empathizing with them, I think that we will be
able to protect and preserve not only nature and our natural
heritage but also the whole earth as a “heritage* for future

generations.

[Translated by: N. NARITA]

-12-



AR I & —A 15 S, XT <
XA BT IS 2R B AR . IR, FRib 2 HE
AN CEARRAI ™) XA H RBRR H AL,

VRN, F G FRARE R K2 BT (S
77 e AE AR SR AT VAR SE, Ak, )
By J SR A L A5 o IS LI T AT RS SR EARAE
AROZRS IR AR, A AR . #V X8R
T B 45 e T T

£ 2004 £E11) 10 1, BATHZEB 2RI, £ TH
Al LIS NBU IR FERKS I [F]
I, BRI i PR A B TR (K S I 50

A A NI, o BIVAE 2 e AT 44 1 & Lo il
WP — LA A BRSO (L3 fLy s
BHE R “EBAL”, BT A BERCE S A 8™ o

South Wind

PR

FIHAEYE, AT, HBA . HEFA
REAE “ARIE R ki h, XmgvE b, 8
BRGNS L LA R T I SR R (B B B
jzljy ’@ *io

HRE, FRATAN 2 H LA IX SRS, 1Y 24
R T HENLERED), SRBATZERFEE., L
W, AEVRRE ST AN AR LK ALY, B ik
FE] By J -y iR Mgt ik 2 i e iy e w Ls, il

WERBATAACR ORI I AR TEA L, [Nt
ST NSNS o W R AT RE s 35 1 Y
i FATHA U BRI, ML EHER a1
JRO AR I R R

A

PEETHUEEH A “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings
include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome!

Date:
Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

ZH NN FZ—J)l AR—ZD (FEHXZ 4-1-23)

Saturdays, February 19, March 12 and April 16 (no meeting in January)
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The Heritage for the future

When we hear the term “heritage” most of us think of
cultural heritage, historical heritage, world heritage or the
legacy of an inheritance. I would, however, like to look at
the term from a different angle—that of “human” heritage.
We have said in Japan since long ago that “children are gifts
from heaven.” Most parents do their utmost to bring up
their children (“gifts from heaven”) with the hope that they
will grow healthy and bright. In reality, however, children
do not grow up as parents dream. Today, parents must
realize that there are some things that they must do before
children leave their protection. It is a very common scene
where parents put blame on the school when an accident
occurs involving children. They allege that there is a lack of
moral education, training for social life, etc. Parents, how-
ever, must realize that social training and disciplinary educa-
tion (shitsuke) for children are the responsibility of parents
rather than that of the school. Disciplinary education is the
basic education that should be taught at home by parents
before children start attending school. Together with moral

and knowledge education at school, disciplinary education

Toru NISHIDA
at home is an essential factor in bringing up children well, in

addition to the educational influence of the community.

In the draft put forward by the Fundamentals of Educa-
tion Act, the Central Council for Education proposed that
the educational philosophy needed for Japanese people in

113

future included: “public mind,” “moral mind,” “normal

PEINT FENNT

consciousness,” “respect for traditional culture,” “respect
for the community” and “patriotism.” All of these prin-
ciples have been neglected in education since the war (World
War II). Based on these principles and in coordination
with parents, school and the community, children should be
brought up as Japanese, respectful and with dignity and as

cosmopolitans.

Children who can observe social rules, not cause trouble
to others, live truthfully and perceive the pain of others, will
be loved and respected by others, and their excellent abilities
will greatly contribute to society and the nation. Such char-
acter will be an excellent heritage for their descendants and
therefore children must be brought up with great care. This

is the most important responsibility of our elders.

[Translated by: A. KUSHIMA]
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If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesel!l Feel free to join us.

Date:
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

“HNNFx—)l ZAR—RZAD (HEXZ 4-1-23)

Saturdays, February 19, March 12 and April 16 (no meeting in January)
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Two new members of South Wind's editorial staff.... Are we going to the dogs?

YIAY 4V FORIFRERDMEFIRD

South Wind's Assistant Editor at work....
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Japanese Cooking Program

The purpose of this program is to provide foreign-
ers living in Japan with a chance to learn Japanese culture
through cooking and eating together. The program is always
fun, permitting natural exchange, and the participants can
also enjoy multi-cultural exchange and make friends since
there are people of various nationalities at each table; this is

one of unique characteristics of this program.

The menus are carefully chosen from everyday Japanese
home cooking, with ingredients available outside Japan, or
with unique Japanese cooking and with sense of the season.
We assume that some of the unique cooking processes will
give a deeper look into Japanese culture; for instance, to
make tofu salad to mix with cooked vegetables, we filter
the tofu and pound it in a mortar. Such a process might be

interesting to foreigners.

The participants say there are so many foodstuffs in
Japanese markets that they have no idea how to cook, like
dried foodstuffs and unique Japanese vegetables. And when

they see those foodstuffs cooked with basic stock from

Japanese Cooking Program Committe

Atsuko NONOGAKI, Chairperson

dried kelp or bonito flakes, or used in tofu salad, they always
show great interest. Some people check the taste with their
fingers from the bowl, and some other people ask difficult
questions such as “How can I make tofu at home?” or “How
come konnyaku (devil’s tongue) is so springy? Is it mixed
with gelatin?” These are stimulating questions for the Japa-
nese staff. We are always happy to hear from the partici-

pants that they have tried cooking the foods at home.

Making recipes, translating them, shopping, making the
recipe booklet and childcare on the date of the program—
those complex tasks are shared by about 10 staff members.
During the past five programs, we have been lucky to have
hard-working staffs, as well as warm cooperation from other

members, to lead the program successfully.

I find there are many foreigners who are interested in
Japanese culture and I myself would like to learn more
about it. I hope this program will continue to give us a
chance to enjoy learning and understanding Japanese culture

together.
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Post-script

Happy New Year!

I felt that sad incidents succeeded one another during the past year. In many areas, various natural disasters threatened
human lives and people continued to kill each other, using the excuse that they were fighting for their nation’s peace and sta-
bility. I was very impressed by a woman who, amid the debris of her home destroyed by the strong earthquakes in Niigata,
answered the TV interviewer, “I am lucky just to have survived....” She encouraged me to believe that human beings retain
the power to restore themselves, even in the most desperate situations.

This issue of South Wind features articles concerning our “legacy to the future.” In their articles, the contributors
emphasized the importance of continuing to appreciate the cultural assets that the authors described and of preserving the
natural environment to protect human life. One writer said that we should be more attentive to our own language; another
warns against our tendency to read less and less; while a third says that our greatest responsibility as adults is that of educat-
ing our children in the right way, as it is our children who will determine the future of our world. What I, myself, would like
to learn from our ancestors and to hand down to our children is the wisdom to survive no matter whatever misfortune we
may have to bear. And I hope that I can say for my last words, “I was happy to have been born human being.”

For the next issue of South Wind, we would like to ask you to contribute your ideas about “Recycling” We Japanese
used to say “mottainai” when we were forced to dispose of something that was still useful. This precious word seems to be
disappearing from our Japanese vocabulary. Some recycle themselves by willing their organs for transplant to somebody in
need. Is there anything that you consider “mottainai” to throw away? How would you like to recycle it? What would you
propose in order to create an effective recycling system? We look forward to your contributions.

Editor in Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO
é‘ = i

WL

e LW —Ed, BERAE T2 NBIE. ERZ M, CEI AR ICE B A N, A
R D SR 22 A0 4 I 2 (R B AR AR o — 07 7ERE Niigata 5 Re 3 55 5 bl R B vh = A7 1) 30 Lo fE v AR
KR FTRIRRAT N T, “Ip@AE T k.7 WAL, RIMEERS N B2 absih, N4
REFE BRI ).

KA AAE I RE S B, SRR TIRATT “4h T ARKMIE =7, FEIXEC R, AEF AT T 4k FRATM 301k
= FRP I FRAT TN LUAEAF ) BRI R v . — (iR R G, AN ZE TR A CRES, 5
AT BRATT I 5 15 ke e/ (R e B T TS A Ak, BRATIAE R BN S FE K IR BT S FH R A 1 =
HBEBMNEZT, POV TR o X A7 Ak, R TFRA D, NN eI 5L 2% ) JF HAR sy AT
T, DRIRAVEASZAFAE, AT AR E A L. JFHRAH , IReeEEa s —ZiU6
CORAR LA — N NI B ok

PE a8, FRATJAEU RN S5 0% T PG A 7 11— SO A . Bl A B — 600 2 A FH IR AR VY I IR
FATHARNFE UL “mottainai”s WIXANFE BT[] 1F G A0 NBATTHY H Bl rh i 2k . AL Nl 4Rt B 2
WHEZS T AL 1 O AR a3 DARE S, 8 WA A — 20 /2 “mottainai” [ZARPENE? RBOK 2B A4E
R ? B A A BN R ANE — NP RS 2 AT A R .

ISt AL E S
CRIE © TS ]
-19-



Pehs S
EXEERBEMIRNEER T, | EZERFER S, S e LT, SRMZEEL, —F
RO & i 2 HDICRDE S T e2HRE LT ISouth Wind) Z¥1T L TWE T, & XOKMZ
BRHEHLTHBO XTI, Ak, HBEICOWVTIE SW HES THREIEE TV E T,
@ South Wind I fgi#lt & N7zFc FF X ERALT = D website ICHEHE NS T LEHD XTI,
@ South Wind I f8# & N7z FIT DV TOE/EHEIZEX EFECSSRIGRICIRE L X9,
® South Wind No. 46 D7 —< : TUH A7)l | iIcDWT EE#YIH=2H2 0H)
BRGE 0 FRIEHIE LTH « 3 - howd izl L T REW, RREROTEIL 1,200 ¥
DINTHBBVWLE Y,
I : 105-8511 #EXZNE 1-5-25  HEXARFT 8 [
FEX ER iR = %R South Wind # ST
Fax: (03) 3578-3537 E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp

Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Recycling" for South Wind No. 46 is February 20.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be 1,200
words or less.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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