No. 40
Nov. 21, 2003

Qi South Wind

B R B B X =R B =

Minato International Association

Hx - Contents - 8%

BRI AURIRER BB T oo 2
Editor-in-Chief: YOShiko NAKANO .........ooiiiiiiii et 2
TR BREEIE | BT T e 2
Ta—T—VBEKTYANEAZEE—LRKIEFE 3
New York, New York! --- When the light went off - the North American blackout ................. 4
LGB, —— AT ZIF —— LR oo 5
TT7FI7EDBIAITEIE (13) AFDADMLUERE e, 6
Hello from Guanajuato (13) Toilet in MeXiCO .......oocuiiiiiiiiiiiii e 6
REMAERREE (13) BEERERE AT KR 7
Saludos desde GUAaNaJUAO (13) ....oeeeieiiiiiiiiee e 7

PR TRBBIERIIER AL e 8
The most sanitary toilet in the WOrld............ooorr s 8
L7 = R = ) USSR 9

DEY DR TLARIERODIEY AN et 10
| didn’t like going to the toilet @loNe ............ooceiiiii i 11

T EFTER B FFRIEIIZ, oottt 11
Za—U—3UFEY (28) FATTATEY ~NZRLERE~ o 12
A letter from New Zealand (28) Hello from Aotearoa ...........occeeveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e 12
FAZRIRE (28) iICFAZMABIEIE . 13
ATA— TR - (FBHDTA)HEY (36) FALDIE (oo, 14
A letter from the U.S.A. (36) Toilet CUIUIE ........ccuviiiiiiiiie e 15
EEEE (36) TLAEAISTH cooreeiece e 15

B B A A B B T oottt ettt 16
Introduction of Foreigners’ Advisory Service (FAS).......cciviiiiiiiiie e 16

G N ES NG 3 ST 17

T QIFE AL A7l e 17
BOBEDDIBERIRRTEEE oo 18
Special feature: Your most embarrassing moment ..............cccooiiiiiiiiii 18
I =g e e T 18
T TSP 19
o1y s o 1 o SR OO PP PPPPRT 19
BREBTTIT oottt bRttt n s 19




South Wind

- YU X 71/%1‘1‘%’%/’(5?/7%’7)'

South Wind Editorial Staff =

YO U FHiER - T

Knizsd ToAER] OIS, ERoEg 2%
DOV, THx CIBDbNFFBIFE LB > T&E 7z,
MIA ZCOWLDHDRT VT 47 « FIV—TTD
HHEELCTC, SETERANOEZ L EFEEZ
X, MATRELERWEETERTEE0RH%
BEHREKLUTCERBETEDH S, HEBEHKIC, U
DO AZBI L, B2 5K N5 bd, #
BB U7 Z i L X 5 &gk,

MIA 58] - @iREE S, BEREES. BERREM.
X HERE

[EAN ] it - 8 KT

AR AR 8, AT KR R, —
AR LA I TR AT I, 0B U A
BRI X 96 MRS HE IR B, FLBE 86 £ 6 A
B, WP B, A A A%
PRI, 35 4 60 % 2 BL R A A )
SEILL L4 AT 70 2 TR, JE RN,
I 53 2 B

MIAFEE) : DEER S, BEERS. MHALL
HE D R B

[ - A2 ]

'..1;“5“* N

VAt

Editor-in-Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO

In spite of her innate trait of being carefree, Ms.
Nakano always seems to be struggling to get through one
task or another within her limited time, probably due to her
obsession with duty. However, she is a very lucky person to
have often experienced the joy of accomplishing projects
that seemed impossible to do alone, thanks to the goodwill
and power of different people through the group activities

of MIA and other volunteers.

Upon turning the corner of her “kanreki,”

or sixtieth

birthday, Ms. Nakano reflects upon her hectic past and
hopes to establish a more relaxed lifestyle by selecting her
priorities from among the subjects of her curiosity, without

overtaxing her waning strength.

Personal Activities in MIA: Active member of Transla-
tion and Interpretation Committees, special projects such
as “Presentation of a Country,” “Minato-City Exploration,”

etc.
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New York, New York! --- When the light went off - the North American blackout

[September 3, 2003]

For what reason, do human beings wish to hear the sto-
ries of those involved in a disaster? Although the blackout
extended well beyond the New York City, when I heard
through the radio that the media in various countries turned
their eyes towards it, I wondered why this particular city
drew others’ attention. That tendency to call for attention
was rather fortified after 9/11. The city has its own allure,
and actually lures a large number of people. Yet one of the
characteristics of this city is that a very normal everyday life
is conducted here. And people, in the middle of this black-
out, seemed to behave accordingly - for example, walking

back to their families.

On my part, I came back home (or to my hotel room)
earlier than usual. Thus I was in my hotel room when the
light suddenly went off after four. First I thought it could
be the breaker; then I thought it must be the same for the
whole building. Expecting to hear something about what
was happening, I went down to the lobby. There were
several people here and there, not knowing what to do.
From what I could gather, the power was off in this “area.”
Somehow I had two phones in my room, and one of them
was working. I called my family in Japan, only to be aston-
ished to learn that this “area” extended over unusually vast
terrains. Ironically enough, at this time people in remote
lands had a better idea of happenings through TV or inter-

net than those in the actual situation.

Just before the blackout I had bought a flashlight, but
I had not bought batteries for it. Looking for batteries,
and with the expectation of running into my friend who
lived nearby, I went out. Broadway was filled with people
walking uptown. I was not in New York City at the time
of 9/11, but I imagined it must have been like this at that
time, perhaps with more evil spirits in the air. Drugstores
were already closed. At a newsstand I bought a bottle of
beverage, went over to the front of my friend’s house, came
back to my place where I bumped into her who came over
worried about me with candles in her hands. She was also
taking her little bird, called parrolet (a smaller specie of

parrot) in a small cage.

As her husband and son were away in Long Island and
she was alone, we decided to stay together. We talked about
how we did not understand what was going on or about
books we were reading. After a while, a kind neighbor
lent us a portable radio, that enabled us to understand the
current situation better. The radio was on until we went
to bed; sometimes we made or received phone calls. For

dinnet, as she could use the gas stove, she cooked rice and

Misa TSURUTA (Japan)

we had rice balls. After spending time like this, the idea
of going back to my hotel room felt unattractive. Hence, I

stayed with her overnight.

Next morning, I woke up rather early, got up halfway, to
find a night lamp in the kitchen lit. Gladly exclaiming in my
mind, the light was back! I was suspicious enough to walk
over to the bathroom and tried to switch a lamp on before
believing it. She was up too, and we had breakfast and went
out at the time when she leaves for work. It simply felt like

a morning after a stay-over workshop or camping,

On that day, the subway was not running yet. As the
Governor of New York advised us to take a day off, the
day practically became the first day of an unexpected longer
holiday weekend in the middle of summer. As the subway
was not running, we were packed in the bus like sardines,
getting on and off through the rear door, that is to say a
legal outlaw state. Under this kind of condition, people
somewhat looked a bit kinder than usual. To avoid mis-
understanding, I would say that in New York City not all
the people are crazily competitive, aggressive, or selfish -
perhaps only the rate of such people is higher than other

places. There are also very ordinary, meek or kind people.

For example, I could do shopping in order to replace
now inedible food in the fridge, but I did not feel like hur-
rying as I had food to eat. Rather, I went back and forth
in a town where usual functions broke down and the usual
tension was absent. I wanted to do something at Kinko, but
expectedly it was closed. It made me realize not to do work

today.

Two days after the blackout, still carrying the feeling as
if cast out of the usual track, I went to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art only to find it still closed. Frustrated until
merely giving up, I traced my memory back to the route to
Frick Collection and walked down there (although these two
museums are practically facing the same Avenue). Fortu-
nately, my memory was correct, and I could satisfy my need

to see old pictures.

Under the conditions of urban environment more or
less the animalistic essence of human beings is lost, a disas-
ter sounds like a message of “Go back to Nature.” Being
a kind of person who does not readily enjoy the maximum
benefits of urban “convenient” life and tries to reserve the
fragrance of soil in life, I did not perceive this as very disas-
trous. For example, why do we go to theater or movier If
we simply continue monotonous everyday life, sooner or
later we will suffocate with boredom. Of course it is not
recommendable to look forward to disasters just out of the
craving for extraordinariness, yet the meaning of an event

like this differs from person to person who experiences it.
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Hello from Guanajuato (13) Toilet in Mexico

[July 30, 2003]

When I stayed in large hotels in the big cities of Mexico,
I did not have the feeling of being somewhat out of place
while using the toilet. The first surprise regarding the use
of the toilet came to me when I stayed at a not so large
hotel in the city of Guanajuato. 1 had some doubt when I
saw a trash can in the bathroom of my room. But when I
used a toilet near the restaurant and saw some dirty paper
with excrement in it, apparently not sanitary, I was surprised
a little and felt sick.

In the house I stayed at later and in the language school,
they instructed me to put the dirty paper in a trash can and
never in the toilet. They said that to put the used paper in
the toilet is nothing but a waste of water, the water being
valuable in Guanajuato where it is scarce, and because the
drainage system is very old and not so wide. Still I asked
them if this would not be unsanitary. However, when 1
learned that the water was very valuable, I was convinced.
When in Rome, do as the Romans do. Probably that can be
done as there is little problem of the smell since the air is
very dry and there are not so many flies.

At the beginning, it was very difficult to find a bathroom

in town, and I asked permission to use the toilets in those
restaurants I knew. Later I knew that there were toilets in

Masako ONODA (Japan)

the stairs to the underground passages. Building toilets in
obscure places gave me an impression that this city takes
pride in its tourism. The charge for use usually is two pesos.
The attendants (in many cases, they are women) who are
at the entrance, hand over to people paper cut to a certain
length. Or, in the case of the bathroom where people enter
by paying with coins, a large roll of paper is often installed
on the wall and each person teats it off according to his/her
needs. Sometimes I see some people forget to obtain the
paper beforehand and after they have used the toilet ask by
reaching out from under the door for the paper to people
passing by in front of the door. Even if there is no paper
installed, there is soap in most places. Sometimes I think
that in the cities the percentage of public bathrooms where
they install paper towels or hand dryers is larger than in
some areas in Japan. Dirty doodles written on the walls
inside seem to be less common than in Japan.

Also there is a discrimination issue. Among the govern-
ment offices, there are two types: one is open for all visitors
and the other is locked up with a key and its use is only for
employees. In the latter case, according to my few experi-
ences, the spaces are much larger and cleaner, and some
of them are equipped with the latest technology such as a
sensor in the toilet bowl, hand washers and hand dryers.

-6-
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Saludos desde Guanajuato (13

[30 de julio de 2003]

Cuando me hospedé en los grandes hoteles de las prin-
cipales ciudades de México, no tuve ninguna sensaciéon de
estar fuera de lugar en el uso del bafio. La primera sorpresa
que me dio al usatlo fue cuando me quedé en un hotel no
tan grande en la ciudad de Guanajuato. Tuve un poco de
dudas al ver un cesto en el cuarto de aseo de mi habitacién;
pero, cuando vi en el interior de este algunos papeles sucios
con excremento, aparentemente no de sanitario, me sor-

prendi mucho y me sent{ mal.

En la casa donde me alojé después y en la escuela de
idiomas, me orientaron para poner los papeles usados en un
bote y nunca jamds en el servicio. Dijeron que verter los
papeles en la alcantarilla es nada mas y nada menos que un
derroche de agua: el agua es valiosa en Guanajuato donde
a menudo escasea y ademas, porque el sistema de drenaje
es muy viejo y no tan ancho. Aun cuando les pregunté
si no era anti-higiénico esto, escuché que el agua era muy
valiosa. Entonces, no huvo mas remedio que convencerme.
Cuando a Roma fueres, has lo que vieres. Lo cual se puede
hacer ya que el aire es muy seco, no hay mucho problema

con el olor y no parece que haya muchas moscas.

Al principio era muy dificil encontrar un bafio en la calle
y pedia permiso de pasar al bafio en algunos restaurantes
conocidos, después supe que habia unos bafios en algunos
pasajes hacia la calle subterranea. Colocar bafios en aquellos

lugares no muy a la vista del publico me dio la impresioén

Masako ONODA (Japan)

de una muestra de orgullo de la ciudad por su turismo. El
costo por utilizarlos usualmente es de dos pesos. Los encat-
gados (en la mayoria de los lugares son mujeres) se instalan
en la entrada y entregan papeles cortados en cierta longitud
o, en el caso de los bafios donde se entra poniendo monedas
en una ruleta, muchas veces el rollo grande de papel esta
instalado y cada persona tiene que cortar lo que necesita.
Algunas veces vi a personas olvidandose de tomar papel y
cuando ya estaban utilizando el bafio pedian papel a las per-
sonas que pasaban en frente, sacando la mano por debajo
de la puerta. Donde no hay instalado el rollo de papel,
casi en todos hay jabones. Algunas veces me patrece que el
porcentaje de bafios publicos en ciudades donde se encuen-
tran instalados rollos de papel o secadores para las manos,
es mayor que en algunos lugares en Japon, igualmente, es
imperdonable que pinten garabatos o escriban obscenidades
que son o hacen despertar el recelo de una actitud digna en
los bafios, no obstante parece ser menos que en los bafios
de Japon.

Asi mismo existe una especie de discriminacién. Entre
las oficinas gubernamentales hay dos tipos de bafios: uno
esta abierto para todos los visitantes y otro se encuentra
cerrado con llave y unicamente se les permite el uso a los
trabajadores de las mismas. En el caso de los segundos, de
acuerdo a mi poca experiencia, los espacios son mucho mas
anchos, limpios y algunos cuentan con tecnologia de punta
como el sensor en el inodoro, los lavabos y secadores de
manos.

-7-
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The most sanitary toilet in the world

[September 27, 2003]

I lived in the northernmost town in China for a time in
my childhood. The town was located in a region where the
temperature drops to -40 degree centigrade in the midwin-
ter.

The house I lived in was made of thick brick and was
heated with floor heating system and stoves, so the inside of
the house was completely protected from the severe winter
cold. But the toilet, which was separated from the main
house, was directly affected by the outside temperature.

The extremely low temperature, such as -40 degree cen-
tigrade, created a marvelous environmental condition. All
material (liquid or sludge) released from the human body
became sherbet in a minute, then changed to hard rock-
type ice within several minutes. The fine particles, which
create unappealing smell, were locked inside the ice at once.
All bacteria, which rot the material, stopped their activities.
There were no problems caused by flooding or flow of the
dirty.

Indeed, the toilet in my house in midwinter was one of
the most sanitaty toilets in the world.

However, the toilet had a disadvantage. Since the mate-
rial released from the human body changed to ice very
quickly, the ice bed of material was not flat but a sharp
mountain like Mt. Fuji. The peak of the mountain rose day-
by-day, and finally reached a point just below our rear end.
To use the toilet further, it was necessary to break the peak
of the mountain and made the ice bed flat. To do this was
always the role of young W who was working at my home.
He inserted a long heavy iron bar into the toilet from the
outlet hole and broke the peak down by the bashing;

Nobuhito KIYOSAWA (Japan)

Though he was young and energetic, this outdoor works
took considerable time and made him very cold.

After he had completed his work, he always warmed
himself at the stove placed on the earthen floor of the
kitchen. But sometimes his rest was interrupted by my
mother’ screaming, “Oh no W! Please get out of the room

17>

quickly!” The reason she screamed was that the fine par-
ticles of ice - scattered on his clothes, face, and hair during
the outdoor works - were being melted by the heat of the

stove and had begun to give off a terrible smell.
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings

include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome!

Date:
Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

ZH NN FZ—)l AR—ZD (FEHXZ 4-1-23)

Saturdays, December 13, February 21 and March 13 (no meeting in January)
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HAGATEEd 2/ “Let’s Chat in Japanese”
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Date:
Time: From 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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“HNNF—)l ZAR—RZAD (HEXZ 4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesel!l Feel free to join us.

Saturdays, December 13, February 21 and Match 13 (no meeting in January)

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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I didn’t like going to the toilet alone

[July 17, 2003]
I have numerous toilet related memories.

One such memory is when I was a child in Greece. The
floating island “Syros” in the Aegean is where I was born,
and the cozy white house on the top of the hill is where I
lived. There was a marble-floored toilet, which was called
“TOUALETA” in Greek. My Japanese mother used to ask
me “TOWALETA?” "TOWALETA?” I had just stopped
wearing diapers, but for some reason I did not like to use
the TOUALETA. In Japanese, this Greek word could be
mistakenly understood as “TOWALETA,” which means
“broken door.” I would hang around alone near the young
goats’ shed in the back yard. It was a day when the spring
wind blew, and I was taking a pee next to a young goat,
when I looked up and met my father’s eyes. 1 guess he
knew all along where I had been going to the toilet, and I
soon lost interest in going there after Easter time.

Another toilet-related memory is when I was in Munich
and I used to go to the National Museum cafe early in the
morning to get a seat with a good view. And the best seat,
my well-kept secret, was one near the toilets in the museum.
There would be a fat lady wearing a blue skirt jingling coins
in her pocket while wiping the toilet seat. It was my first
experience of being asked for money after using the toilet.
Consumer service in Tokyo is very much like that!

Another memory is when I used to take ballet lessons
near the Centre National d'Art et de Culture Georges Pom-
pidou in Paris. In a terrace style house, divided only by a
corridor on the second floor where dancers were obsessed

Katetina Yoko MATSUOKA (Japan/Greece)

with their pirouettes, was the changing room AND toilet.
It was not only a place where men and women changed
together, but also where they showed off how they looked
when they were born. I was horrified! The phenomenon
of Paris: androgyny. It was a more advanced melting pot
of bisexualism than Athens. I preferred to change my leo-
tard in the toilet.

I have many more memories than those told above, but
I would say the memories in childhood are much stronger
than any other time.

Going back to the 70, I was at my Japanese grandpar-
ents’ very old house in Nara. Slide open the wooden door,
step onto the ceramic tiles—you find a men’s toilet; then
take another step, slide another door, and there you find a
“plop” toilet! A very large emotional place it was indeed...
the men’s and women’s toilets divided only by a flimsy piece
of wood. Sometimes my grandfather would be taking a pee
right next to me and on these occasions I would hold my
breath and pretend I didn’t exist. I had just returned from
Greece and was used to wearing my shoes in the house. My
grandparents would say, “Katerina doesn’t know the dif-
ference between inside and outside.” But what I wanted to
complain about was what sort of ““inside” and “outside”
was it when a little girl is taking a pee inside already, and a
solemn gentleman is also inside urinating at the same timel?
One day I was using the “plop” toilet, when I heard vacu-
uming outside. I did not know then that the blue tank held
all the excretions. I stood up in the middle of what I was
doing and yelled “Grandmall” I realized then that I actually
didn’t like being in the toilet alone after all.

(2003 47 H 17 Hid ]

AT 2 55 BT i B R — HAR R T D
Ll THUP (R /N T B B IR s - L . RSO K BEAT )
D] T A A i 5 A gy 5% [ TOWALETA ] (HiES = =17
NTH. bR

[T T2 ]

[T T2 ]

[T T2 ]

EFEHL ) o AN IRAT T A H A A0 IR
5 FH il BT VR & W RS R T IR T 2 ) e 2
o oo e o) —HBEBEMIFEE N R firfi i 2 U7
ffi—F. FAWGRIHE—R, DNFELERIRAME T
BE. EELF R mE T X . TRAER
WUEANT 2 )5, HEHEEOELERT .

8 BT I E ST T L, A R AR A
B IR R, R REAR B e — KR R T . Sk
A — R R 1 S A R 8 . Fe— B R
sl R ) L 5 W 6 AR (P PR KK — 144740
PRGOS S5, AR DOREE
— R SR AT T /AN X AR T P RS
FAEH,

KXl Katerina vE¥ (HA / F5HE

CURME LR LT, 0 T S L. —
IR K ELR AR R 53 ) BRI 6
I A B TSI ) (. 5
Het WA BT . OB 5000 Tt
BRI, SR, RN LS.
KL PSS B, R ERAE
BEHAR
SERRILIEA R D, RIS R it e
BHRAIILL | GAZE) 1970 41U RN 2 R, A
SR A (EE T AR K105 BT, TR
A PR TR SR S M ELATH 4
Jre SLRBAAL, BRI A R P 5
R 4 SRR (EVOR R 1175 4 ) D
IKFE T SRS R (0T A2 A7 B TR
RS A (LR R TAER 2 5 M BT
8 5T A1 O LS 3E  H
Seo WY ST RIE(E LRBTR LT3 T 457,
SR TFAEAER BT T . RS e THRIBTE | i1
i CLPTRE (ORI DB, e 44,
S, EMATI T T CARBIBTR ) 1A (2 I L
B3 A ARG A A R
CERETT

-11 -



South Wind

Za—J—F 2 FEY (28) 747707k ~NZ F 1 LI~

(20034 9H7H]
NZDARA=DF )= & T V=] &L
FRENEd, hALEZFNEZKMLTH, b LI
BWRENNTT, D A LD ENWVEZ I 2 KLHE
ELTWBDIIREEMBRAND kA LR T IV TIE R
L BENICRITISENTVS AL, U—F %
WCHBFALT, WhDERNRMEFEEINS A
LT3, ZLTELT R LiF, FEALHRYINE
BZlLTwWihwvre, FEOHOILY Fo9A47—%
WEINTWVWAZETY, —KHENEHMLTWVED
IAREHICE STz &b ET,
HHRTHIBTZSAAR A2« Dy,
324H0ETH, H, HhAT, FKEHGNEHEXT
— RN EFREMEV DI HADY ¥ T— A LT
BEWTL X 9D, FAIERTE, BREICHEDE XS
KR, EEDHTHEL, MEMBROATU TR
THANCEEHTI2HEENE A0 ELEN, H
KONAT 7 A LIFHRORTmZBATED,
E o EHFICHIF T RVICENZ-FO—DLEL
TRENE A,

e vl (HAD

7THICIZIE 1 HESDICIRE LB, T 14 TR
HORBIMDNIEDEDDENC LIFFREICH LWL
TIH, BRI TEREFRKT B —HOHIC b
ALEFTENTVARIATT, NZAFG[o#k L 7zBRIC
WHARTHATHERS>TLES HOET S/ ZH#T
FLED, RE—FBR->TrEleh >0 d A%k
Z5 ()% T—bA LT U, HERDOIRIZ .
BB DR, MEBHEFELEFTAXRD T IcE b
53, ERRICWEEEFRITIBLTOEREAD - - -,

HATERDY T+ —LWT—LILIE>TWV5
XO5TIH, NZTiE100FELER-T25HKE KHE
KFANDEEIN, STEEMETHRG I ENTVET,
ZDV) T A —LDOKRHFEVETRFyF . N
ZI—LTIH, REENENA T 7{bE Nz b A
LICEBLECEIEHD EE A HAREEHN, F
10O0FEDFEK - « « TEHICAZENAT I AL
WEIREFENTWVWABRBD - HHEE N ER LKL
TBHTLE D1,

A letter from New Zealand (28) Hello from Aotearoa

[September 7, 2003]

The image of New Zealand is often defined as ‘Clean &
Green.” The toilet is no exception. Reflecting those words,
the toilets here are relatively clean. The rule that I make
for the level of cleanliness of the toilet is not based on the
toilets in commercial areas or hotels but the ones either
in the parks or at the beaches, the so-called public toilets.
What I admire is that they always provide paper and even
an air drier is installed in most cases. I wonder who takes
care of them. There are many made-in-Japan products such
as cars, cameras and electric goods, of which Japan is very
proud. However I believe that the shower toilet is not as
appreciated as the other things. I am now involved in the
construction business field, so I have many opportunities to
pay attention not only to the housing industry, but also to
interiors and designs in commercial facilities. I believe that
the Japanese high-tech toilet is on the cutting edge of world
technology and is one of the most marvelous Japanese

products.

When I came back to Japan for the first time in almost

one year in July this year, I was shocked to see quite a bit

Yayoi SOTOISHI (Japan)

of change in the landscape of Tokyo, which is still fresh in
my mind. However I also begin to feel that I have returned
home instantly because of the appreciation of the toilet
environment in Japan. When I moved to New Zealand, 1
brought an old piano, which was considered a large-sized
discarded article in Japan. To tell the truth, what I really
wanted to bring with me was this shower toilet. Besides the
shape of the lavatory, I checked the bore diameter of the
pipe and electric power consumption and so on but I still
cannot use it, unfortunately. It seems that remodeling old
houses has been booming in Japan. On the other hand, in
New Zealand houses of more than one hundred years old
are preserved well and command a high price. Most cases
of remodeling here are living room, kitchen or bathroom.
Sorry to say, though, I have never encountered a toilet with
high-tech functions. If we had a house whose appearance
was old and had 100 years of history but, once we entered,
it shone brilliantly with a high-tech toilet, then all the people
visiting might feel like staying longer.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The Friendship Lounge is not a lecture or a classroom.
Our main purpose is to enjoy chatting, exchanging views and making friends over a cup of coffee or tea. The ard Friday
of every 20d month is your time to participate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-
Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call
MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

Dec. 19 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 9h floor, #911-912
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A letter from the U.S.A. (36) Toilet Culture

[August 6, 2003]

Years ago, when I met my husband in Tokyo, I was
still struggling to learn English. My husband, who is from
the States, helped me to improve my English back then. I
always asked him how to say certain things correctly in Eng-
lish. One day, I wanted to know how to answer in English
when someone knocks on the door while you are using the
toilet. Surprisingly, he had to think for a moment to come
up with the phrase “Someone’s in here.” I was curious to
know why it was so difficult for him to come up with the
phrase. He told me that, in the States, I probably wouldn’t
have to use the phrase very often, and he himself could not
remember when was the last time he had to use the phrase
in the States. As I listened to him explaining to me what
he meant, I was fascinated to learn that there are some sub-
stantial differences in Japanese and American cultures, even
with the toilet.

In Japan, toilet doors are kept closed all the time.
Therefore, you need to knock on the door to make sure
that nobody is in there before you open it. In the States,
they keep the toilet doors open, and the door is closed only
when someone is using the toilet. If the door is closed, you
automatically know that someone is using the toilet. Even
the public restrooms are different in both cultures. While
knocking on the doors is a regular practice in Japanese
public restrooms, you rarely hear knocking in the public
restrooms in the States. Because, in the States, doors in
public restrooms usually aren’t to the floort, so you can still
see the feet of the person in there.

Harumi STEPHENS

Many years later, I can point out a few more things
about differences in our toilet culture. First of all, many of
us know that in the States, they do not use the word “toilet”
very often. They usually say “bathroom.” That is because
usually you will find a toilet in a bathroom next to a bathtub.
Keeping the doors open means that you need to keep them
presentable. Americans love to decorate their bathrooms.
They color coordinate shower curtains, toilet seat covers,
bath mats, towels, soap dishes, etc. They decorate their
bathrooms with plants, pictures, or other ornaments. Some
people keep magazines in their bathrooms. In the States,
they decorate their bathrooms with the same care and atten-
tion as they would their living room or dining room.

A typical Japanese house or an apartment has just one
toilet. In the States, while a small apartment may have
only one bathroom, a typical American house usually has
two or three bathrooms, and in some upscale houses, you
may find more. These days, it is standard for a house to
have a master bedroom with a private bathroom where
no one else has access once you close the bedroom door.
And of course, the house usually comes with a separate
bathroom(s) for other bedrooms, and possibly a powder
room, which has just a toilet and sink for guests.

In Japan, the toilet is sometimes well hidden. Itis a
space that is completely isolated from the rest of the living
quarters. In the States, bathrooms cleatly play an important
role in the interior decor. Here in the States, if you visit
someone’s house for the first time, you are likely given a
tour of the house, and the host may expect to hear lots of
“Oohs” and “Aahs” when you see their bathroom.

K[54 (36) A A
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Introduction of Foreigners’ Advisory Service (FAS)

FAS is one of the voluntary activities of Minato Inter-
national Association (MIA). We are open every Wednes-
day (from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) and Thursday (from
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.) in the FAS room adjacent to the
MIA office.

We are ready to be approached by foreign residents
living in Minato City or anywhere in Japan. We will advise
them on the problems they may face in this country, such

as legal issues, miscellaneous daily problems, etc.

If we find it difficult to solve a foreign resident’s prob-
lem, we will introduce him/her to an outside legal con-
sultant or to the concerned public agency. Though not
experts, we can advise on appropriate procedures to be
undertaken. We are just pilots and we will do our best to
give good advice to the foreign residents. Of course, each
volunteer has his/her own specialty and expetience, so out

knowledge altogether will be able to solve most problems.

Masamune SUGAYA (Japan)
Director, Foreigners” Advisory Service (FAS)

FAS welcomes new volunteers who are interested
in our advisory service for foreign residents. Please be
advised that speaking English or having a specialty is not
always required for those who want to be volunteers.
MIA staff will help volunteers with their English upon
request. Also some volunteers who have individual spe-
cialties will support new volunteers if necessary. The
most important thing for us is that we should sincerely
listen to foreign residents who come to us to seek our

advice.

In addition, FAS has its own program that will help
each member to brush up his/her own knowledge about
various fields so that each volunteer will be able to provide

a better advisory service to foreign residents.

Finally, I hope we can enjoy doing our activities as a

good team.

[Translated by: T. YAMASHITA]

-16 -



South Wind

AT

HhENAR G 2 i X [ B AR S S AR 2
=, BFAEM= R 10 BN 2 5. BEEA Y
NPT RES A, RS F SRS L, h
N iE AN GO SME T BRI B .

BT E B X Y B R AEAE H AR A SR A,
KN 5 A3 P R B i ) 5 3 AT DR R T S mT
PAFESX BLEAT o AR B AT A T 22 2%
B, AWTHREMRRETAT M. (HE, BT DU
ZIPBRMRLE TS A% 1) MR LE BURF LR B L X i
SR R A, KRR ER D Lk
SR FRATTER SR R R X Ry 25 A s B,
IRAXS TR AKRAHZ —PFPRIR S 2 2R,
B2 an b N DAY 3% 1 [ T AR £ 46 A

SAE BRI ER HA HR (HAD

TALANHN, ER N ELCR IEZ AT A A, 8
AR REAS B AATT )R A ) LS B FCAE R P

VFA N RSO R N B, HAETE S Lk
WISk Z A5, LKA R A KIS, 15
HOT M55 R WA EAMEI N g e, 2T %
MEFR, B N R 2 AT DU AR Bl . de QB ) 2 fE
WK VS & AR

PR R TARK — 3, ASDOZ W ORI 1R
Wiy IR NIRRT I ER BN IT SRS 3, A43%
TN S AT R A R P s B ARR AR SE . S Jafs
R KA O, AR BATE PR A AR AR R
WP %

CARE © R0Hk ]

W UES A 073 8] o A = AR
1S A3 S videta, vlF 28U 24 10
158 93 2 A7bA] 18]a vjF 29

A4 7
RE R AMA S RaE Aeta gyt

o

>~

MU ol ARz AbgHe BEolal o] 4T3
= SFolhH o714 QAT Fo| AT EA
NN WA FA ol 27174 A BAES AT

Fowd ddsn Ay,

(2ot o
N9 A
)
X
s
K3
o
off
tlo
N
1_,r1
r
2
Ir
o
N
s
2
~

of

N
N
. o of

lahi= Abghol A 229 2 Ao]

o
=
wol FAohd ME27t 712 F2 o] obdzt

(o

AABARE FAR RE FRAEE 247 27)

Al 3t 57, A4, @A BF F-skal

9 gA 2skok vhabRY)

>
32
X
£
M
=2
M
Y
)
)
i
i)
rlr
o

al
o

EG o 9l g el geol et me
& wol7] fatel, g o] Fohd FH
Folwr 1A Aol ohel, AABEL oW 3
WS, vl 9ad A48 | A4 52
AFehE BYw 2



South Wind
DRI DFREBRAAGIE

NETEL LD, AEANEELTHWSE, ERELEHEOENTEODTTRTH LR ZE Lz
LREHOFRBADN?FNETERLIZ-C LD >T-HORETE R A SRR D E£9,

Tk, BZMOMZ, TEIRTIHEBROHAAN] ERO6NZ NS L, ETERINMLIKLET,
SUCA-T2mE . ZOLTMTEERmRS LnEnh s E, UMD TR >IADTLEVET,

NUDT I IRV EED T, —AEFVELTWEEOZ ETT, TNETIYyI—RITTHEET
WHiDIZ, REEE S EELHNCITTZS> R0 DOBETHRARICAD KD ET, LTAM., 229K, B
WIKICZED D, KT, BUNC LT NBBANCHKEN =405 &, Zili/aREENTZ T THRIETE5 X9
BOIROBELA—Z ="ty FLTEOTLINEDE, L35, FAOLH> TV BESLOHEINES RT,
COEYNAFB KB OREME LD, 2olc— ATEDLS LTV ADMEE NN LE > T3S EHE
T3, TDOL, BHELFRIEIMZZES5EYy FLELEEOD, FITIIEBEHFIRHAICYI 0 X, 4§
DOEVHEOEREZCEDIE L. BRI, KD ZEUAAETRORAERKBICRTE LS h—T Vv EET
WK Z T2 FOWVZIE., IEHEBEEROBIAIZ. XOAAL v IFRHEMOIGICECWEICIFTED TIIHEA, o
CDZESTOVTR., BEZFEOTENSATNERSARV, SFIEATRELTCHERLLNTITHSEA
T2 bR T, RS EIC TV F—REEL TWIEDTT,

HiET-DOEEFROITE), HIEDEFA B> TWVWREBEEDOEDIC, NzRPEKbEIEEZHDEEAN?
ZOH, EOXITHIULLFE UM ? ZD%. HRIEOES LFITZAMNZEHH 0 F Lich ? F AR
KRBT EI V. YUX - I Y RDFiE L., RO EIDMBEVEEAN?

YU g v RREE P ET

Special feature: Your most embarrassing moment

Have you ever been embarrassed because a culture or tradition is different from yours when you were living in a foreign
country or having something to do with foreigners? It may have been a good occasion to think over personal habits and
conduct that you had acquired naturally and almost unconsciously.

Usually I am rather easily satisfied with only what I need, so I feel extremely ashamed if my deed makes somebody con-
sider me as a Japanese chasing after luxurious and extravagant things. Even if I am very much attracted by something, I hesi-
tate to buy it when I find that it is an object of luxury to the local people.

The following story is my own embarrassing experience while I was living alone in a rented flat in Paris. As the tempera-
ture dropped sharply in fall, I felt like having a good warm bath, instead of taking the usual quick shower before going to
bed. Suddenly the running water turned chilly. Upon my inquiry about the reason for it, my kind neighbor replied that she
had set my power board to heat the necessary water using the more economical nighttime current for me. Furthermore,
looking at the amount on the bill that I paid for electricity, she expressed surprise at the fact that I alone was paying more
than a family living in our building. Although I reset the power to heat the water 24 hours during the cold season, I turned
it back to consume only the nighttime current as spring started. And I kept turning off the radiators in rooms when I was
absent and changed to thicker curtains so that the heat from the sunshine during the day would last longer in the rooms. I
also remembered that the light in the emergency staircases went off automatically by the time a person reached the switch at
the next landing. You are left completely in the dark if you can’t reach there in time.

I regretted very much to have consumed carelessly the valuable energy that the local people were forcing themselves not
to waste.

Don’t you remember your unconscious deeds or habits that you had taken for granted until the moment you were
embarrassed by them? What did you do then? Have you changed your way of living since then? We look forward to your
contribution of an article about your embarrassing experience that the readers of ‘South Wind’ can share and reflect upon.

Editor in Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO
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Post-Script

The front cover of “South Wind” has changed in appearance since the last issue. The logo was created by Ms. Haruna
SHIMIZU, a friend of one of the editors of “South Wind.” I would like to remind you of the commemorative mark she
created for the programs in connection with the 10th anniversary of the Minato International Association last year. 1 hope
you like our new weathercock, through which she expressed our wish to bring the happy south wind into our quarterly.

This issue features articles about the world’s toilets that were contributed in response to our call in the last issue. We
received quite a few essays, allowing us to speculate on characteristics and circumstances in various parts of the world.
What are your thoughts about them? In these articles, we can read about the efforts of people searching for the most effec-
tive hygienic means of processing excrement, sure evidence of living creatures, appropriate to their local climate and finan-
cial factors. I also found it interesting to learn about different concepts in regard to placement of the lavatory.

It was not so long ago that we used human excrement, as well as that of domestic animals, as an important organic agti-
cultural fertilizer in Japan. The articles do not refer to the consequence of the materials processed through the individual
toilet. It is not easy for the ordinary person to follow the process of how excrement is further treated or whether it is recy-
cled. Now that people seek out organically grown food and high-quality nutrition, there should be ways of looking at our
excrement other than as mere human waste.

Today, as we think highly of the ecological movement and a society that avoids excessive consumption, I feel that I
should observe our smelly by-product more indulgently.

Yoshiko NAKANO
Editor in chief
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

3. Deadline for articles on "Your most embarrasing moment" for South Wind No. 42 is January 10.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be between
800 and 1,200 words.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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