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Haruna SHIMIZU, designer of South Wind's new weathervane logo

After graduating with a major in oil painting, Ms. Shimizu became an instructor in the art depart-
ment; she also works as an illustrator for magazines and other media and creates digital art and clay
objets. In her private life, Ms. Shimizu, a true “Edokko” (a native of Tokyo) and woman-of-the-world,
enjoys being a wife and the mother of one daughter.
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MIA Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our MIA Friendship Lounge. The 3 Friday of every 20d month is your time to par-
ticipate in mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the
space and please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. For details, please call MIA at: 03-3578-3530.

Oct. 17 (Fri.), 18:30-20:30
Minato City Hall 10th floor, #1012
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CALMUN Report

On Saturday, March 1, 2003, I participated in the Cali-
fornia Model United Nations Conference in Long Beach,
California. I attended the conference with five other mem-
bers of a school club I joined last September. Each of us

represented a country. I was a delegate from Ecuador.

To my surprise, the conference was fairly large. 21 col-
leges and high schools participated, but colleges had the
majority of the delegates. They represented nearly 150
nations from around the world. Six sessions were held:
The General Assembly, The Economic and Social Coun-
cil (ECOSOC), The Special Committee on Peacekeeping
Operations, The Security Council, The Arab League Com-
mission, and The Organization of American States. 1 was
assigned to The ECOSOC with another delegate from my
club. We addressed issues that had been decided before-

hand by the committee.

The ECOSOC began with registration, followed by vari-
ous protocol decisions, such as the time limit for speeches,
the number of comments allowed after a speech, etc. The
speeches began after all the formalities were completed.
Most of the speakers spoke about their opinion of the
committee’s topic and asked for delegates to join them in

writing a resolution.

Caucuses were held after every few speeches. In the
first caucus, most of the participants seemed to have
already introduced themselves to each other and exchanged
opinions on the committee’s topic. I did not understand
what was going on, so I was not very active during the first

couple of caucuses.

After the third caucus, I made a speech giving my opin-
ion on the committee’s topic. By then, I had figured out
what I was supposed to do in the caucuses, but it was too
late. During the caucus that followed my speech, I tried to
join one of the groups of delegates that were organized to

make a resolution, but in every group almost half of the

Junnosuke TASHIRO (Japan)

resolutions had already been completed and it was difficult
to join in. Therefore, I began walking around the room

observing each group’s accomplishments.

Our committee was closed after the final vote on our
committee’s resolutions. Each of the delegates was allowed
three votes. I voted for all three resolutions, but as a matter
of fact, one of the resolutions failed. However, I person-
ally thought that passing two out of three resolutions was a
remarkable thing, considering the fact that there were many

aggressive and headstrong delegates.

This conference impressed me in many ways. One of
the things that impressed me about the conference was that
it was incredibly formal. Although I did not and still do not
completely understand the UN 1 think the conference we
had was very close to the original. I base this belief on all
the protocols that we covered before beginning the confer-
ence. When the conference began, every participant was
expected to speak as though they were actually represent-
ing their country. By imitating the UN, it made me feel
how difficult it is to attend a conference as a delegate of a

nation.

My first attendance at the Model UN turned out to be
a very valuable experience. By attending the conference, I
was able to learn a lot about the UN in general. The group
discussions of real-world issues helped me recognize the
primary function of the United Nations: to discuss and

solve the global issues that exist among the member states.

In conclusion, although I was not able to fully partici-
pate, my first experience of Model UN was very special. I
would like to attend the next Model UN conference, and 1

recommend that every reader of my report do so as well.

Junnosuke TASHIRO is a 14-year-old boy living in Palo
Alto, California (USA) who has finished his sophomore
year at Palo Alto High School. He graduated from
Tikura Nursery School in Minato City, Tokyo.
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Getting along with the Japanese
CHO Hyun-chul (South Korea)

[June 26, 2003]
Do you get along well with the Japanese? What points
do you think foreigners like me need to pay attention to in

order to get along well with Japanese people?

We live in Japan, but I think many foreign students
are troubled because we have very few chances to meet
Japanese people. Do any of you know of places where
we can meet and talk with Japanese people? I have been
in Japan for 11 months and, during that time, have visited
many places. Among them, I would like to recommend the
Minato International Association. I can talk about many

subjects with Japanese people there.

Even if I don’t speak Japanese well, I can confidently
speak to someone with the feeling that I can make a good
friend. However, before speaking with a Japanese person,
we must understand that Japanese people do not say “yes”
or “no” clearly and do not like to talk about their real feel-
ings. I think that is because the Japanese culture is one of
tacit understanding. To those students, myself included,
who make no effort to understand the differences between
their own country’s culture and customs and those of Japan,
I would like to give the proverb, “When in Rome, do as the

Romans do.”

There are many ways to study a language, but I think the
best method is to make friends and learn the language and
culture together while associating with them. That way you
can gain a mutual understanding of each other’s cultures
and I think this mutual respect is the key to getting along

well. Let’s all strive to do our best for each other.

Hyun-chul CHO was born in Gyeonggi-do, Suwon City,
South Korea in 1977. He currently lives in Ikebukuro

and is a student at Arc Academy.

[Translated by: L. KAWASHIMA]
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All Directions of Bangkok (16) From Thailand—A Pleasant Country
Asia is his stage (1) Yokosuka Shioya-san’s Challenge, The Excellent Villain

[June 1, 2003]

“I’d like you to see how well I can do in Thailand!” To
answer the question, “Do you have any message for the
people in Japan?” the man with a muscular body and deep
voice asked leaning forward.

Yokosuka Shioya-san, a 43-year-old actor.

From his appearance he looks like a wild warrior. How-
ever, the pupils of his eyes, which show his delicate and
profound feelings, are as smooth as polished obsidian.

Yokosuka-san’s career as an actor spans more than 20
years and he has performed in quite a few movies and on
television. Particularly, he has established a great reputation
for performances as a villain. He has many fans who are
captivated by his presence.

Unfortunately, he was obliged to take a rest last year
because of pain in his knees which resulted from a series
of demanding violent action scenes. The voice of his fans,
who greatly value his unique talent and look forward to his
comeback, is getting louder and louder day by day.

In that situation, Yokosuka-san has chosen Asia as his
new stage of challenge.

He came to Bangkok in March this year with expecta-
tions and support from many people.

Well... even a chance meeting is due to the Karma in
a previous life. By a curious turn of life, I got acquainted
with Yokosuka-san and closely listened to the story of his
eventful life.

Throughout Bangkok with focus on Asia, I would like to
spread knowledge of his colorful life and new challenge in
Asia.

Masami IWAFUNE (Japan)
Yokosuka Shioya-san was born in Yokosuka, as 1s evi-
dent from his name. He started chasing the dream of
becoming an actor when he was a movie-addicted junior
high school student. Particularly, playing the role of a vil-
lain was very special. While seeing numerous movies, he
became charmed by the importance and greatness of its
existence. However, he had to wait for some time to make
his dream come true.

Yokosuka-san graduated from a fisheries high school
in 1977 and went alone to the Republic of Ghana under a
one-year contract to work at the base of a deep-sea fishery
dealing in tuna and bonito.

There weren’t very many young people who worked
abroad upon graduation from high school, and he was inter-
viewed by “The Youth Square,” one of the programs aired
on NHK. It was telecast as a 30-minute documentary.

“It was my first encounter with television.” Yokosuka-
san sounds like he thinks fondly of those old days.

The work in the fishery base was tough. Once you go
fishing, you keep going after schools of tuna and bonito,
and don’t return for months until the hold of the ship gets
full of catch. The ship pitches and rolls fiercely and sharp
fishhooks flit around: both the Africans and the Japanese
unite their efforts and the excitement is similar to that felt in
a battlefield, Yokosuka-san said.

The hard work paid off and he was offered another
year after the contract expired. However, Yokosuka-san
decided to come back to Japan, for he could not forget
about his dream of becoming an actor even for a moment.
(To be continued)

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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A letter from Mexico (12) Hello from Guanajuato

[May 30, 2003]

Last September, when I got my master’s degree, 1
thought that something was necessary to show my gratitude
to my school. It seemed a good idea to plant trees, espe-
cially cherry-trees and jacarandas, as representatives of my
home Japan, and my place of study, Mexico. I asked the
advice of a gardener at the school about my idea. He told
me to go to the government to file an application. I could
not understand why I had to go to the government; there-
fore, I talked with the Director, and he also told me that I
should go to the government.

Then, one day, I visited the office of the government in
the Centro. The reception clerk told me to go up the stairs;
the office was to the right. Although I was half in doubt
about the clerk’s words, I went up and spoke to the young
lady about my plan of planting trees for my school. She
listened to me and asked me what trees I wanted to plant
and how many. Later, she telephoned someone and said to
me that the teacher did not know “cherry-trees.” I had to
explain to that person that the flowers of the cherry-tree are
the national flower of Japan and they flourish in spring with
flowers of white, pink and rose. Because he did not know
cherry-trees, he asked me if he could plant other trees, such
as peach-trees, in exchange for them. I was disappointed at

Masako ONODA (Japan)

the thought that I could not plant cherry-trees, but reluc-
tantly accepted his proposal. Then, I asked the government
official how much I should pay for the trees. She told me
it was not necessary to pay, since it was a part of activi-
ties of their social services of the high school. In Mexico,
social services are included as part of the curriculum for
high school students, and the planting of trees was one of
the activities. Therefore, I wondered how could I show my
gratitude to my school.

Two months passed and nothing had been planted.
When I returned home to Japan in November and returned
to Guanajuato in February of this year, still nothing had
been planted, and I knew that I had to ask at that govern-
ment office soon. One day in March, the Director told me
that the government had at least begun something, since
they had transported soil to the site. But soon after that
day, I had to return suddenly to Japan once again.

When I returned to Guanajuato in May I went to the
school; the Director invited me to the garden and told me
that although they were still very young, we now had cherry-
trees. 1 do not know how the teacher found cherry-trees,
but certainly enough, there were cherry-trees in front of me
at the school.
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Saludos desde Guanajuato (12)

[30 de mayo de 2003]

En septiembre del afio pasado, cuando obtuve mi maestr
fa, pensé que era necesario hacer algo para mostrar mi
agradecimiento a mi escuela. Pensaba en plantar algunos 4
rboles, especialmente cerezos y jacarandas, era buena como
representacion de los dos paises: Japon y México. Pedi
consejo a un jardinero de la escuela sobre eso. Me dijo que
fuera al gobierno para solicitarlo. No pude entender por qu
¢ tenia que ir al gobierno. Por eso platiqué con el director,

que me dijo que necesitaba ir al gobierno.

Entonces, un dia visité una oficina de gobierno en el
centro. El recepcionista me dijo que subiera la escalera y
que la oficina estaba a la derecha. Audn no lo crefa, subi y
hablé con una sefiorita sobre mi plan de plantar arboles en
mi escuela. Ella me escuché y me pregunté cudles arboles
serfan y cuantos. Después llamé a alguien y me dijo que

ese maestro no sabia "cerezo."

El me pregunté y tuve que
explicar a esa persona que el cerezo es la flor nacional del
Japén y ellos florecen en primavera con flores blancas y

rosas, etc. Ya que no conocia los cerezos, me sugiri6 plantar

Masako ONODA (Japan)

otros arboles como los duraznos a cambio de los cerezos.
Senti no poder plantar los cerezos, acepté su propuesta de
mala gana. Y luego pregunté a esa seflora cuanto me cobrar
fan. A eso, me dijo que no era necesatrio pagar, ya que era
parte de los servicios sociales de la preparatoria. Sali de esa
oficina pensando entonces como podria mostrar mi agra-

decimiento.

En octubre, todavia no habia plantado nada, y en
noviembre tampoco. Después tomé el camino de Japon y
otra vez regresé en febrero de este aflo. Todavia no he plan-
tado nada y estoy pensando que tengo que preguntar en esa
oficina dentro de pocos dfas. Un dia de marzo, el director
me dijo que ahora el gobierno comenzaba algo, ya que habi
a transportado tierra al terreno. Pero poco después de ese d

fa, de repente, tuve que regresar a Japén otra vez.

Cuando volvi a Guanajuato en mayo fui a la escuela y el
director me invité al jardin y me dijo: "Ahora tenemos cet-
ezos aun muy jévenes." No sé como fue posible para este
maestro encontrar los cetezos, pero ciertamente son cerezos
que han plantado y estan frente a mi en el terreno de mi
escuela.

- 11 -
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A letter from the U.S.A. (35) First In Flight

[May 23, 2003]

One hundred years ago, on December 17, 1903, at ten
thirty five in the morning, the famous first flight in history
by the Wright Brothers took place. The Wright Brothers,
Wilbur and Orville of Dayton, Ohio flew over the sand
dunes on the coast of North Carolina at a place near Kitty
Hawk called Kill Devil Hills. A biplane that the Wright
Brothers built with spruce wood, muslin cloth, and piano
wire for about one thousand dollars made a major break-

through in the history of aviation that day.

The historical flight lasted for a mere 12 seconds. With
younger brother Orville laid prone on the center of the
lower wing, piloting, the biplane flew approximately 120
feet. Orville proceeded with two more flights on this day.
He flew 175 feet on the second try and 200 feet on the third
try. On the fourth try, older brother Wilbur flew 852 feet.

It was the first manned, powered flight in history.

On August 9, 1896, only seven years prior to the Wright
Brothers’ historical flight, a German aeronautical engineer
lost his life during his experimental glider flight. Otto Lil-
ienthal was famous for glider research and the first man
to launch himself into the air and fly. However, the glider
he designed lacked the ability to direct or initiate the flight,
which proved fatal. Intrigued by Otto Lilienthal’s story,
the Wright Brothers began to design and build gliders at
their little bicycle shop in Dayton, Ohio. Although neither
Orville nor Wilbur had gone to college, they self-educated
themselves extensively to solve the existing problem of
flying.

When the Wright Brothers had almost completed their
first engineered glider, they started searching for an ideal
testing site. To test their gliders, not only did they need a
wide-open space, but also they needed strong steady wind.
Not being able to find an ideal place in Dayton Ohio,
Wilbur wrote to Willis I.. Moo, chief of the U.S. Weather
Bureau, in November 1899, requesting information on
winds in various parts of the States. Willis L. Moor then
sent Wilbur copies of the August and September issues of
Monthly Weather Review. The Weather Review included
wind speeds recorded at Weather Bureau stations across
the country. As Wilbur expected, most windy places you
could find were lakeshore cities like Chicago, Illinois and
Buffalo, New York. The windiest rural spot he could find,
according to the Weather Review, was the place called Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina. It was a remote village situated on
the ribbon-shaped sandbank that was almost parallel to the
North Carolina shore. After confirming with the locals by

telephone, Wilbur was convinced that the sand dunes called

Harumi STEPHENS

Kill Devil Hills, just south of Kitty Hawk, had ideal condi-

tions for their experiments.

In the fall of 1900, the Wright Brothers traveled to Kill
Devil Hills for the first time to test their kite-like glider.
Following this initial trip, the brothers traveled to Kill Devil
Hills many times for their experiments. Each time, they
carried most of the parts of the disassembled kite/glider
they engineered in their bicycle shop in Dayton, Ohio, along
with camping materials. Large pieces such as the long wood
piece used for the wing frame had to be purchased locally
once they arrived Kill Devil Hills. On the dunes of Kill
Devil Hills, they built a small camp house and a workshop,
where they assembled their experimental machine each time.
After flying the kite/glider hundreds of times there, they
designed and built a new Flyer based on Otto Lilienthal’s lift
table. They tested their new “Flyer,” and the performance
was poor. Discouraged, Wilbur made a remark to Orville
that, “Not in thousand years will man ever flyl” The poor
performance of their “flyer” was not even close to what the
brothers expected, and this experimental flight led them to
believe that Otto Lilienthal’s data was inaccurate. Wilbur
and Orville realized that their 1901 “Wright Flyer” needed

significant engineering modifications.

In 1902, after countless repetitions of testing, modify-
ing and rebuilding, the Wright Brothers completed a new
engine-equipped “Wright Flyer.” This time they were con-
fident that they had mastered the three principles of flight:
lift, power and control. From this 1902 “Wright Flyer,” the
historical 1903 Flyer was created.

Today, millions of people enjoy traveling by air each day.
Today’s aircraft, such as the Boeing 747, or even a super-
sonic warplane, is designed based on the Wright Brothers’
engineering and principles of flight. Their legacy is proudly
carried on the license plates of North Carolina (“First in
flight”) and Ohio (“Birth place of aviation”). The Wright
Brothers’ “First Flight” is also on the Commemorative
State Quarter for the state of North Carolina. Throughout
this year, many special events are taking place to honor the
Wright Brothers and to celebrate one hundred years of avia-
tion. For example, at the National Air and Space Museum
in Washington, D.C. there will be a special exhibition and
the original 1903 Flyer, which had been suspended from the
ceiling, will be displayed at floor level for the first time. In
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina, a flying replica of the his-
toric aircraft will take off at precisely 10:35 AM on Decem-
ber 17. You can learn more about the Wright brothers and
the centennial celebration by visiting [firstflightcentennial.or

g| or [centennialofflight.gov] on the Internet.
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A letter from New Zealand (27) Hello from Aotearoa

[June 21, 2003]

When the Easter holiday is over, it hints at the end of
the summer season in New Zealand. As the holiday this
year was connected with Anzac Day, there were not a few
persons who enjoyed the end of summer by making use of
a long eleven-day vacation, including their three paid holi-
days.

There are four seasons in New Zealand, as in Japan, but
when asked which season they like best, spring, summer,
autumn or winter, I can’t tell how many residents may reply
“I prefer winter.” In Auckland the temperature seldom falls
below 5°C. Compared with winter in Japan, it is not so tet-
ribly cold. During the winter in New Zealand, however,
there is a lot of rain and high humidity. So, unless they use
a dehumidifier, rooms and clothes in chests of drawers get
a musty smell. The weather is difficult to forecast because
it’s changeable, for example from fine to heavy rain, then
fine, then cloudy, then rain, etc.... I don’t want to say such
weather conditions “are as fickle as a young girl’s heart or
an autumn sky,” but what do you think is a good phrase for
these weather conditions? I think that a dazzling sun and a
blue sky with floating white clouds is the most suitable for
New Zealand, and it is not too much of an exaggeration to

say that I hate the winter there.

By the way, we have been facing an electricity supply
crisis due to a shortage of water since autumn this year. In
New Zealand, where dependence on gas for energy is low,
we suffer some difficulties with heating, showering, cooking
and hot-water supply when electric power is cut off. This
season, the public was obliged to cut energy usage by 10%
and neon illumination in the city was turned off. Even for
necessary facilities, the power companies unilaterally raise
electric rates when there is a shortage. Because of the rising
electric costs, some marine product processing plants were
forced to suspend operation. In Japan, energy shortages
happen in summer. Do you know whether Japan has ever
faced a crisis in winter? Energy shortages in summer in
Japan and winter in N.Z.... The northern and southern
hemispheres seem to have the same problem at the same

time although their seasons are opposite.

Yayoi SOTOISHI (Japan)

It was reported that the population of N. Z. contin-
ues to increase and exceeded four millions some days ago.
There are about 270,000 Asian residents at present and it is
estimated that the number will exceed 600,000 in the year
2012. With regard to this issue, I am concerned about the
possible electricity supply measures that the Government
should take on the assumption that the population will
increase as expected. Research on a pleasant living envi-
ronment in the world’s cities shows that Auckland was one
rank up from its previous sixth place and is now equal with
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Sydney and Berlin. I hear that this
ranking was the result of research conducted in 39 fields
such as political, social, economic, medical, educational and
traffic issues. But local people have no way to confirm that
the real living environment in Auckland is as comfortable as
those ranked above it: Zurich at the top, Vancouver second,

Vienna third and Geneva fourth.

As the amount of rainfall fortunately continued to
increase, the end of the electricity crisis was declared several
days ago. Finally I felt relieved to that we would manage to
pass this winter. I wonder when the winter solstice is...?
When I learned it was today, I felt refreshed, too. Today is
the longest night and tomorrow is the shortest day (winter
solstice means the shortest day of the year). In New Zea-
land this expression is used for a two-day period. How
many nights do we have to sleep until summer comes?
Tomorrow I would like to eat pumpkin. There are many
unique vegetables and fruits in New Zealand. It’s not rare
for Japanese produce to be introduced with the original
Japanese names. Some examples are satsuma (orange; sweet
potato is called kumara), fuyu (persimmon), fuji (apple),
daikon (radish), nashi (pear), mizuna (potherb mustard),
wasabi (horseradish), shiitake (shiitake mushroom), enoki
(hackberry), gobou (burdock), etc... -and there are three
kinds of pumpkin. Don’t miss trying pineapple-pumpkin if

you have a chance.

[Translated by: N. NARITA]
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HAGTah 9~ “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

Hick: 9H20H ().

Lz

Date:
Time:

Saturdays, Sept. 20, Oct. 18 and Now. 15
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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LCI RV T 4 7 ARy IDHBRHFLELTED XY, €O, THIEE,
10H18H ().
ZHNNAR—)L AX—ZAD (FHXZ4-1-23)

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you are welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanese!!

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Let’s Chat in Japanese (L.CJ])

One of the programs sponsored by MIA is “Let’s Chat
in Japanese,” generally held on the third Saturday of the
month from 11 AM to 12:30 PM at Mita NN Hall (4-1-23
Shiba, Minato-ku). A theme (for example Japanese events,
world sports information) is chosen for each meeting and
a printed sheet is prepared in Japanese (with kana readings
shown for the kanji). The moderator leads the discussion,
referring to the prepared sheet, and Japanese and foreigners
present their opinions, developing the theme through dis-

cussion of problems to deepen mutual understanding.

One Japanese university professor wrote in his book,
“There is no tendency among the Japanese to discuss seri-
ous things.” It is certainly true that, compared to university
students in the US and other countries, Japanese students
shy away from opening their mouths. (Even in university
classes, it is usual for the professor to lecture, reading from
his lecture notes, while the students copy these notes into
their notebooks.) Even so, there are questions and answers
and debates at university seminars and at the junior high and
high school levels debate is quite popular, with the affirma-

tive and negative sides arguing against each other.

Toyoharu IKEDA (LCJ Staff Member)

Of course, Japanese participants want to tell others
more about Japan and foreigners want others to know more
about their countries and for foreign residents learning the
language, these meetings provide a good opportunity to
become familiar with Japanese.

The gatherings are based on free discussion, so par-
ticipants are free to talk about culture, politics, economics,
manners, customs - or anything else. This is a chance to
make friends with no national boundaries, a near-at-hand
form of international exchange. As older Japanese also
attend these meetings, it is an opportunity to hear natural
native Japanese, not only the strange intonation used nowa-
days.

“Talk Live,” a program on TBS radio starting at 10 PM
on weekday evenings, has been attracting attention as the
current trend. The guest commentator for the evening
holds intense exchanges of opinion with listeners by phone
or fax. It would be great if a variety of individualistic
guests would take turns attending our meetings and give
them a feeling of entertainment.

[Translated by: L. KAWASHIMA]
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PEETHUEF A “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
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Hicb: 9H20H ().

Y Hr

Date:  Saturdays, Sept. 20, Oct. 18 and Now. 15

Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the second or third Sat-
urday. Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some
things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas. Meetings

include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcomel

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Your speculation about the world’s toilets

These days many people have become more conscious
of the sources of what they eat. More people look for
organically grown vegetables, although they are usually more
expensive than ordinary vegetables at the market. Concern
about pesticides and additives is driving people toward natu-
ral foods.

Then, how about excrement? You can’t be a perfect
controller of your health unless you observe your diet from
intake to excretion. I’ve even heard that some babies don’
t want to give up diapers because they fear that something
pushed out of their bodies is flushed away. If a human
being still lived by instinct, would he feel more attached to
his bodily waste just like some animals do?

Today, the lavatory is popularly referred to as “Toire
or Toilet,” ”W.C,” or “O-tearai or hand washing place” in
Japanese. Just like in English, there are many other Japanese
argotic appellations for it in addition to “Kawaya” from
Chinese origin; “Go-fujo,” “Habakari,” and “O-chozu” that
are often used by women in polite conversation; and “Sec-
chin” from the one in the Zen Buddhist temple. The vari-
ety of appellations implies certain a perception of people
toward the lavatory.

South Wind J&k5

Many foreigners may have experienced an uneasy time
with the Japanese-style flat lavatory. Some may have been
fed up with filthy graffiti on the walls of public toilets.
Allow me to give an example from my experience. While
we were traveling in Yugoslavia, my husband rushed blush-
ing out of a toilet in the public park. The fact was that the
piss pot was too high for him to urinate into. Quite a few
tourists may have been embarrassed by toilet troubles out-
side their home countties.

In idle conversation among the editors of South Wind,
the idea came up of suggesting an investigation of what
people have experienced in the world’s lavatories. By so
doing, we may be able to see different ways of living, differ-
ent concepts of hygiene and health care among the people
in the world.

We look forward to your contribution of articles featur-
ing the toilet situations in the world that impressed you.
Wouldn’t you like to speculate on matters in the private time
and space specially reserved for you?

Yoshiko NAKANO, Editor in Chief
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Post-script

The articles in South Wind are usually carried in three languages: Japanese, English and Chinese. Sometimes they are
translated into an additional language related to their content, such as Spanish or French. The present issue No. 39 carries a
Korean version of an article that Mr. Cho Hyun-chul submitted in his own language as a contribution to South Wind.

The more different languages we have, the more complicated our editorial work becomes. It may result in more pages
that readers find hard to follow due to the disproportionate amount of space required for the additional translation.

The Editors of South Wind discussed these problems to see if any positive reaction can be expected by printing the
same article in several languages. Our conclusion was that it would be worth offering an opportunity to those who feel it
easier to read the article in their own language and learn about the opinions of people from different cultural backgrounds,
in spite of the fact that it may cause some discomfort to those who do not know the particular language.

We feel that South Wind may be able to play an active role in attracting more different people to attain the goal of

Minato International Association by issuing the quarterly in several languages for better multi-cultural exchange.

Yoshiko NAKANO, Editor in Chief
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South Wind,” we
hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding and friendship with
each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The Editorial Committee reserves
the right accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).
2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.
3. Deadline for articles on “Toilets Around the World” for SW No. 40 is September 30.
How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese; essays should be between
800 and 1,200 words.

.Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537  E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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