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The First Dream of the Year 2003

-The seven Japanese lucky deities in Minato City and the merger of Shinto and Buddhism-
Nobuhito KIYOSAWA (Japan) M.I.A. Translation Committee Chairman

Shichifukujin or the seven lucky deities refers to six
gods and one goddess: Daikoku-ten (happy god of wealth
and agriculture), Ebisu (deity of fishermen and seamen),
Bishamon-ten (god of war), Benzai-ten (deity of art, litera-
ture, music and eloquence and the only female), Fukurokuju
(god who is able to prophesy events and perform miracles
to benefit mankind), Jurojin (god of longevity) and Hotei
(god of contentment and happiness).

The custom of worshipping the seven deities as a unit
is said to have started toward the end of the Muromachi
period (1336-1573); it became very popular during the Edo
period (1603-1868), when a picture of the Takarabune (trea-
sure boat) with the seven on board was added. In Minato
City the seven deities and the treasure boat are enshrined at
following shrines and temples. Many people make a tour or
mini-pilgrimage, visiting them one after another, especially
during the New Year’s holidays. The shrines and temples
are all located within a three-kilometer square area near the

Roppongi and Azabu, offering a good two- to three-hour
stroll over a total distance of some seven kilometers.

Shrine or Temple  Deity enshrined Location

Hojuin Temple Benzai-ten 4-8-55 Shiba-koen
Kumano Shrine Ebisu 2-2 Azabu-dai
Jyuban Inari Shrine  Takarabune 1-4-6 Azabu Juban
Daihoji Temple Daikoku-ten 1-1-1 Moto Azabu
Hikawa Shrine Bishamon-ten 1-4-2 Moto Azabu
Sakurada Shrine Jyurojin 3-2-16 Nishi Azabu-
Tenso Shrine Fukurokujyu 7-7-7 Roppongi
Kyukoku Shrine Hotei 2-1-16 Roppongi

You must have noticed that the above list consists
of not only Shinto shrines but also of Buddhist temples.
Why? Generally we attribute Buddha to temples and gods
to shrines. The answer lies in the historical fact that Japan
has uniquely merged Shinto with Buddhism. Let me take
Daikoku-ten enshrined at Daihoji Temple as an example.
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The First Dream of the Year 2003 (cont.)

He was originally a Buddhist guardian deity and was incor-
porated with the image of Okuninushi-no-mikoto, one of
the Japanese native gods, when he was introduced to the
Japanese; he eventually became the god of agriculture as
well as the god of the kitchen in the house.

The merger of the Japanese native religion Shinto with
Buddhism was completed at an early stage in Japanese reli-
gious history. In “Nihon Shoki” (Japanese Imperial chro-
nology compiled in 720), the chapter on Emperor Yomei
says, “The Emperor believed in Buddhism and revered
Shinto.” It proves that Shinto and Buddhism already coex-
isted in harmony and that the people didn’t find any contra-
diction in adopting both religions in their spiritual lives in
ancient Japan.

What made this possible? My explanation is that, in
addition to the basic standpoint of Buddhism being more
tolerant than other religions such as Christianity or Islam, it
also reflects the Japanese characteristic of being rich in flex-
ibility and reverent of harmony.

Religious antagonism and expulsion have often been
the main causes of war and conflict in the past and present
wortld. The suppression by force of one party by another
provokes the former into further hatred and repulsion. And

the handing down from generation to generation of these
feelings of hatred and repulsion will never lead to a perma-
nent peace. When I think about the discord and struggle
taking place in the world today, I ask why we shouldn’t sug-
gest that the world adopt this traditional Japanese spirit of
merging two religions by respecting their differences and
trying to integrate and harmonize them.

Last year, South Wind sent out questionnaires on how
to promote international exchange in the 21st century and
the results were reported in South Wind No. 36. To sum-
marize, we used the phrase, “We should respect and cooper-
ate with each other, regardless of nationality, race or culture.
We also received various opinions and suggestions in this
regard. One of them was that we Japanese should know
more about our own culture and history and transmit it
around the world. I entirely agree with this opinion. Why
shouldn’t we reflect Japanese culture based on the merged
Buddhism and Shinto and have enough confidence to trans-
mit it to the world?

My first dream in 2003 is for us Japanese to contribute
to the permanent peace of the world by transmitting our
unique culture.

[Translated by: Y. NAKANO)]
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Look into Minato City—The Tombs of Feudal Lords (11)

Are you aware that people related in one way or another
with all three of the best known revenge stories in Japanese
history are buried at a temple in Minato City? The temple is
Tozenji Temple of the Rinzai Zen sect (3-16-16, Takanawa).

This temple is widely known as the place where the first
British Legation was established in Japan. Tozenji was often
involved in affairs of bloodshed during the last part of the
Edo period, when there was a growing cry for expulsion of
foreigners. I already referred to Denkichi, an interpreter
assassinated in front of the British Legation in 1860 in the
article about Korinji Temple (SW 35). After the assassina-
tion, groups of Ronin (masterless samurai) attempted to
attack the Legation twice, calling for the expulsion of for-
eign people. All these incidents are recorded in Japanese
history textbooks and are known to the public.

Now I would like to invite you to look into some less
commonly known historical facts about Tozenji Temple.

The Temple was originally founded by the priest Reinan,
for whom Reinanzaka slope was named, and relocated to
this place. Once it was a famous and grandiose Zen temple,
having five subsidiary temples within its precincts of more
than 9 hectares.

Just like Sengakuji Temple, many Daimyo (feudal lords)
supported Tozenji and once there were as many as 22.
However because it was used as the British Legation, quite
a few of them departed, taking their family tombs from the
sites, indicating their strong feeling that their families would
be disgraced by coexistence with westerners. These circum-
stances led the Temple into serious financial difficulties and
it could not even afford to restore the severely damaged
main gate in the beginning of Meiji period.

Among those who rest in peace in the temple graveyard
are three Daimyo related in some way to the three best
known revenge stories in Japan.

Last year (2002) was the 300th anniversary of the
incident, in which 47 Ronin from Ako Province avenged
their late lord by killing KIRA; this anniversary created
a “Chushingura” boom throughout Japan. One of the
important figures in this episode is buried here.

The graveyard is not open to the public. The chief
priest of Tozenji says, “The graveyard is a place to pray for
the repose of the deceased. It is not for historic interest
or tourism.” However, when I explained my intention of
including Tozenji in my series in South Wind, the gate was
finally unlocked and I was permitted to enter the graveyard.
There used to be a huge burial ground for the family of
Lord DATE. Today the individual tombs for the DATE
clan, holders of 620,000-goku* worth of property in Sendai
Province (present Sendai in Miyagi Prefecture), are unified
into a single tombstone roofed with a Chinese gable and
engraved with the words, “Tomb for all the souls of the
DATE Clan in Sendai.”

*One goku is equivalent to the amount of land required to
grow rice (180 liters) to feed one person for one year.

More than ten five-storied stone pagodas stand in an
area surrounded by low stone fences. They are for the sub-
sidiary families of the DATE Clan in Sendai. The DATE
clan in Iyo Uwajima Province with 100,000-goku worth
of property (present Uwajima in Ehime Prefecture) and
the DATE clan in Iyo Yoshida Province with 30,000-goku

Koichi NAKA (Japan)

worth of property (present Yoshida-cho in Ehime Prefec-
ture) were respectively founded by a son and a grandson
of DATE Masamune of Sendai. These pagodas are for
their successive lords, their spouses and children. All these
DATE clans survived until the Meiji Restoration.

Among these pagodas, there is one for the third lord
MURATOYO of Yoshida Province. The “Chushingura”
incident started when the Shogun assigned ASANO Nagan-
ofi to entertain the Emperor’s official envoy to the Shogun.
On this occasion, there was another protagonist who was
involved in this bloody affair. It was this MURATOYO
who had been ordered by the Shogun to entertain the envoy
of the retired emperor, “In”.

Later he became the model for MOMOI Wakasanosuke
in the story “Kanadehon Chushingura”. He is an impor-
tant character who appears in the first three scenes in the
Kabuki drama. Thanks to the wisdom of his faithful subot-
dinate who had bribed KIRA, he was able to accomplish his
duties according to the dramatized story.

Another popular revenge story for Joruri puppet plays,
Kabuki dramas, story-telling entertainment and movies con-
cerns the SOGA brothers. Two SOGA brothers succeeded
in avenging their late father by killing one of their kinsmen,
KUDO Suketsune, after overcoming various problems and
difficulties.

Suketaka, of the seventh generation after the murdered
Suketsune, became the first feudal lord of the ITO clan
with 50,000-goku worth of property in Hyuga-Obi (present
Hyuga in Miyazaki Prefecture). And his son Sukenori was
the one who sponsored the establishment of our Tozenji
Temple.

Stone steps lead up to his tomb. Looking up from the
bottom of the steps, I see a low stone fence in the center of
the higher ground. Inside there are 16 treasutre-stone gabled
pagodas, seven in the center, eight on the left side and one
on the right side. The middle pagoda in the central group
is inscribed with Sukenori’s posthumous name, starting with
Tozenji, and a stone plate standing nearby says that it is for
the founder of the temple. The rest of the big pagodas
standing in the central and left rows are for the lords of the
ITO clan. Some 30 tombs are for their spouses and chil-
dren. I noticed a unique inscription that reads “A common
boat.” According to the stele, six spouses of lords are
buried together there.

Many of you may be surprised that a descendant of
KUDO Suketsune, ancient enemy of the SOGA brothers,
established the temple and that the temple was named for
his posthumous name TOZEN]JI.

I go up to a small plateau where there is a compound
for the graves of the IKEDA clan with 310,000-goku
worth of property from Bizen Okayama Province (present
Okayama in Okayama Prefecture) and their many subsid-
iary families. Their remains were reburied in 1992 and now
rest under two gabled pagodas, one inscribed, “Tomb for
the successive lords of the IKEDA clan of Okayama,” and
another, “Tomb for the souls of the IKEDA family.”

The last episode I would like to mention is popularly
known as “Revenge crossing over Iga mountain pass.”
WATANABE Kazuma, a subordinate of Lord IKEDA,
was assisted by ARAKI Mataemon, his brother-in-law

_5_
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Look into Minato City—The
Tombs of Feudal L.ords (cont.)

and a master swordsman, and succeeded in avenging his
brother on his colleague KAWAI Matagoro, at the street
corner where there was a tea-house or inn named Kagiya
in Iga-Ueno. This revenge involved some Hatamoto, direct
subordinates of the Shogun, who supported KAWAI, and
eventually Lord IKEDA himself. This story, as the other
two incidents described above, was dramatized as the “Iga
Pass series” and became one of the three most popular
revenge stories in Japanese history.

In the graveyard of Tozenji Temple, there are many
more tombs for different Daimyo. ODA Naonaga with
10,000-goku worth of property from Yamato Yanagimoto
Province (present Tenri of Nara Prefecture) is the fifth son
of ODA Urakusai, brother of ODA Nobunaga. The name
ODA Urakusai remains today as Tokyo’s Yuraku-cho.

The following are some other feudal Daimyo clans who
rest in peace in Tozenji:

SUWA clan, 30,000-goku in Shinano-Takashima Prov-

ince (present Suwa in Nagano Prefecture)

MORI clan, 20,000-goku in Bingo-Saeki Province (pres-
ent Saeki in Oita Prefecture)

INABA clan, 50,000-goku in Bingo-Usuki Province
(present Usuki in Oita Prefecture).

Besides Daimyo, another distinguished family name
inscribed on the tomb is OTSUKI. OTSUKI Genpaku and
his son Bankei were well known scholars of Dutch studies
in the Edo period and OTSUKI Fumihiko, authored “Gen-
kai-Sea of Words,” a large Japanese dictionary.

Daylight doesn’t last long in winter. Ilooked back at the
holy ground. An elegant three-storied tower soared in sil-
houette against the glow of the evening sky. Many Daimyo
were involved in bloody incidents, killing or being killed in
the name of revenge, simply because of the honor of head-
ing a samurai clan. A few hundred years have released them
from their worldly bondage and they all rest in the silence
of this Zen temple.

[Translated by: Y. NAKANO]
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M.I.A. Youth International Understanding Lecture Series—NIS Winter Concert
Lewis Lam (16) from NZ

One word says it all. Beautifull Some songs were rather slow but “Blue Moon” and “Lighting a Candle” I found most
impressive. The voices of children singing so pure gives this wonderful feeling,

Over all, it has been a spectacular concert. Great opportunity for the students, a fantastic chance for parents to discover
talents in their children.

It has been an experience to remember.
I thank you much Nishimachi International School and the Minato International Association for inviting me.

With sincere thanks and best wishes,

Lewis Lam
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Lecture for International Understanding for Youth
Winter Concert at Nishi-machi International School ‘LIGHT’

Mariko Abe (16 yrs)
To make joy out of sadness
To bring hope to a life
Like the promise of the dawn after a long wintet’s night.

These words are the lyrics of a song ‘One Candle, One Flame (words & music by Linda Sobo) which all the students
sang at the end of the concert.

The theme of this concert was ‘LIGHT’. The last time it was ‘PEACE’, in connection with the events of September
11th. I really love the kind of winter concert that gives us various messages based on a theme.

There are many ways to convey a message, and especially this time, the 9th grade students expressed the image of light
visually by using a screen reflecting pictures. I was very glad to experience this different aspect of presenting music.

I am very grateful to the MIA staff and all the people who were involved in the winter concert tour on this occasion.

[Translated by: R. TAKEUCHI]
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A letter from the U.S.A. (33) Georgia’s Other Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

[December 12, 2002]
On December 10th, 2002, a former President of the

United States of America, Jimmy Carter, from Plains, Geor-

gia, received a Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway.

The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to him for his
untiring effort to pursue world peace and human rights
for the world community. At the Carter Center Library
in Atlanta, many of his supporters and people who work
closely with him, gathered in front of a big screen to wit-
ness the ceremony in Oslo via satellite. In his hometown,
Plains, where Jimmy Carter still resides, his family, friends,
and many of his supporters also gathered to see him accept
the prize via satellite. The ceremony started around 7 AM
eastern standard time, and it was broadcast live on television
in Atlanta. It was such a proud moment for Georgians to
have a Nobel Peace Prize winner from the State of Georgia

not only once but twice.

In 1964, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. of Atlanta Georgia
received the Nobel Peace Prize at the age of 35. He was
the youngest ever to receive the prize and the first from the
State of Georgia. Since King succeeded in integrating city
buses in Montgomery, Alabama, the nonviolent civil rights
movement spread rapidly in the American South, seeking

desegregation and equal rights for African Americans.

In Europe, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was treated
like royalty when he received the Nobel Peace prize medal.
However, here in Atlanta, his native city, this civil rights
leader was treated almost without honor. While the black
community in Atlanta was thrilled and proud that the peace
prize was awarded to someone from their community, some
whites were outraged that the peace prize was awarded to

someone they considered a rabble-rouser.

Shortly after they announced that the Peace Prize was
going to be awarded to Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., King
supporters began planning a celebratory banquet. More
than one hundred invitations were sent out to prominent

city leaders. While a small group of religious and civic

Harumi STEPHENS

leaders urged Atlantans to celebrate King’s achievement,
responses to the celebratory banquet to honor King were
coming in slow. The New York Times reported that one
high level banker made phone calls to discourage participa-

tion.

J. Paul Austin, the chairman and CEO of Coca-Cola,
and the Atlanta Mayor, Ivan Allen who believed that King
deserved the honor, summoned key Atlanta business lead-
ers to the Commerce Club’s eighteenth floor dinning room.
Austin told them flatly, “It is embarrassing for Coca-Cola
to be located in a city that refuses to honor its Nobel Prize
winner. We are an international business. The Coca-Cola
Co. does not need Atlanta. You all need to decide whether
Atlanta needs the Coca-Cola Co.” Within two hours of the

end of that meeting, every ticket to the dinner was sold.

Suddenly, at the last minute, the city’s white elite were
scrambling for the few tickets left. More than 1,500 people
crowded the Dinkler Plaza Hotel in downtown Atlanta for
the banquet. Some people expressed the fear of violence
from ultraconservative groups that opposed anything that
was inter-racial. The police were outside the hotel to con-
trol picketing or in the event of possible violent protest.
However, such violence never took place. The event was a
success. That evening Atlanta witnessed one of the impor-

tant turning points for the city.

In Oslo, during the acceptance speech of the Nobel
Peace Prize, Jimmy Carter touched on the civil rights move-
ment and Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. He said that he was
honored to be associated with King, and having won the
same prize was a great boost to his prestige. Jimmy Carter
was one of many people influenced by Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.

On the 10th of December, when Jimmy Carter received
the diploma and a medal for the Nobel Peace prize in Oslo,
I wondered how many Georgians remembered that this was

a celebration of Georgia’s second Nobel Laureate.
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M.I.A. Friendship Lounge — Let’s talk over a cup of tea!

We welcome your attendance at our M.ILA. Friendship Lounge. The 3t Friday of every second month is your time
to enjoy mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-Japanese residents. Feel free to visit the
space. Please bring a snack worth 200 yen with you. (Tel. 03-3578-3530)

April 18 (Fri.), 18:30 — 20:30, Minato City Hall 9th floor, #911
June 20 (Fri.), 18:30 — 20:30, Minato City Hall 7th floor, #712
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Hello from Guanajuato (11) A letter from Mexico

[November 14, 2002]

About 15 years ago, I asked a German couple who were
ready to return to their country, “Why are you going back
to Germany?” The answer was very harsh. They wanted
to educate their children there, since they did not consider
Japanese universities as “universities,” because graduates
of a Japanese four-year university did not have the level of
knowledge of a German high school student; therefore they
would not accept that Japanese university graduates are of
an equal level with graduates of the German universities. I
did not know how to reply to them. I still cannot forget the
regret and shame I felt at that time.

In recent years, I had many opportunities of getting to
know some young people from Korea and China. All of
them said to me in the same way that their countries were
going to surpass Japan within several years, since young
Japanese did not have the guts to carry the future of their
own country on their shoulders. And, as if to support their
words, the educational level of Korea has progressed a great
deal recently. For example, in the results of examinations in
mathematics and sciences, that the OECD held in 1999, for
students in the second year of junior high school, in math-
ematics, Korea occupied first place, followed by Japan; and
in sciences, Hungary took first place with Japan and Korea
following --- but the difference between Japan and Korea
was only one point.

Japanese university students are now notorious around
the world for not studying. They do not study subjects
they do not like. They study a few required subjects for
the entrance examination for a university, enter a university
and do not study satisfactorily, but still graduate. Of course

Masako ONODA (Japan)

there are some university students that do study, but I hear
that they are the exceptions. It is said that although they
have graduated from a university, an increasing number of
graduates cannot even calculate the fractions or decimals
that they should have studied in primary school. Statisti-
cally, Japan is counted as one of the countries with higher
education. Certainly, the number of university graduates
has increased, but surely the level of academic achievement
has been falling down.

What is the situation of professionals in Mexico? Here,
only those students who have met the requirements for
graduation from the university are permitted to take the
thesis exam; and then, only those students who pass that
exam receive a degree. Therefore, there is a big difference
among the number of graduates and those receiving titles.
After the degree is obtained, people begin to address the
person by his/het professional degtee ot title, especially
in the work place. The university degree here has a value
equivalent to “gakushi” in the Meiji era in Japan. For this
reason, when someone obtains his/her degree here, it is
customary to have a party. Citing my case as example, when
I appeared for my thesis exam, that same day I obtained the
degree under oath. When the director told me that I had
received my degree, there was a great deal of noise outside;
my friends rang a bell and set off firecrackers. That same
day, my Mexican family gave a big party in my honor, invit-
ing around 70 people. Since that day, even at my school, 1
have been introduced with my title, Master of Educational

Research. I feel a little embarrassed to hear it, but it is
probably because there are not many people who obtain a
master’s degree.
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Saludos desde Guanajuato (11)

[14 de noviembre de 2002]

Hace 15 anos, pregunté a un matrimonio aleman quienes
estuvieron listos para regresar a su pais, ¢por qué van a
regresar a Alemania?, la respuesta fue muy severa. Era para
educar a sus hijos, ya que no admitfan a las universidades
japonesas como “universidades,” los graduados de las
universidades de cuatro afios de estudio no tenfan cono-
cimientos superiores al nivel de preparatoria, por eso no
podian admitirlas como un nivel igual al de los graduados de
las universidades alemanas. No supe como replicar a eso.
Todavia no me olvido el lamento y la vergiienza de enton-
ces.

Estos aflos tuve algunas oportunidades de conocer a j
ovenes de Corea y China. Todos me dijeron de la misma
manera que sus paises van a superar a Japon dentro de
algunos afios: ya que los jévenes japoneses no tuvieron el
coraje de ellos al cargar en sus hombros su pafs. Y como
los hechos acreditan el dicho, el mejoramiento del nivel edu-
cativo de Corea ha progresado mucho. Por ejemplo, en los
resultados del examen de matematicas y ciencias del grado
ocho, que la OECD hizo en 1999, en matematicas, Corea
ocup6 el primer lugar, seguido de Japdn: y en ciencias,
Hungria se situé en primer lugar, Japén y Corea lo sigui-
eron: pero la diferencia entre Japén y Corea fue tnicamente
un punto.

Ahora los universitarios japoneses se hacen famosos en
el mundo por no estudiar. No les gusta estudiar las materias
que no son necesarias para el examen, y estudian muy pocas

asignaturas obligatorias para pasar el examen de ingreso,

Masako ONODA (Japan)

son admitidos y egresan sin estudiar satisfactoriamente. Por
supuesto hay universitarios que estudian sinceramente, pero
escuche que son excepciones. Dicen que aunque se gradien
de la universidad, hay muchos que no pueden calcular frac-
ciones o decimales que justamente estudiaron en la primatia.
Estadisticamente, Japon se sitia como uno de los paises
con educacion de nivel mas alto. Ciertamente, el nimero
de graduados de la universidad se ha incrementado pero el

conocimiento lamentablemente ha bajado.

¢Como estd la situacién profesional en México? Aqu
i cuando se cumple con los requisitos para graduarse en la
universidad, por primera vez se puede asistir al examen de
tesis, y luego unicamente las personas que pasan ese examen
van a titularse. Por eso, hay mucha diferencia entre el nd
mero de los graduados y los titulados. Cuando se obtiene
el titulo, desde este dia las personas cambian la forma de
llamarlo a uno por su titulo profesional, especialmente en su
lugar de trabajo. El titulo de universitario aqui tiene tanto
valor como el “gakushi” en la era de Meiji en Japén. Por esa
razén, cuando alguien obtiene su titulo, se tiene la costum-
bre de organizar una fiesta. Citando mi caso como ejemplo,
cuando me presenté al examen de mi tesis, ese mismo dia
obtuve el titulo bajo juramento. Cuando el director dijo que
estaba titulada, hubo mucho ruido afuera, tocaban la campa
fia y hacfan estallar petardos. Ese mismo dfa, mi familia
mexicana dio una fiesta en mi honot, invitando alrededor
de 70 personas. Desde ese dia, la manera de presentacion
cambi6 incluso en mi escuela como maestra titulada. Siento
un poco de vergiienza, probablemente porque no hay

mucha gente que obtiene ese titulo.
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A letter from New Zealand (25) Hello from Aotearoa

[December 3, 2002]

It often becomes a topic of conversation among Japa-
nese people how advanced the social welfare system in New
Zealand is. Hence I believe that I do not have to go into
the details. The medical system however, seems to be rather
different from that of the Japanese.

Here in New Zealand we do not have the tax collection
system for medical insurance based on the national health
insurance. However any kind of medical treatment received
at a public hospital is free of charge for both New Zealand
citizens and permanent resident foreigners. However if you
want to see a doctor, to enter a hospital or have an opera-
tion, you won’t be able to be accepted except in the case of
emergency. Furthermore hospitals always suffer from the
lack of a sufficient number of doctors and nurses because a
lot of those professional people go overseas since the remu-
neration for those professions here is not good enough to
maintain an enjoyable life. As a result, the number on the
list of patients waiting for medical examinations, consulta-
tions and operations is quite a lot so it is no wonder that
patients are often notified that they have to wait from six
months to a year for an operation.

Accordingly we should rather depend on private hospi-
tals and have health insurance individually in case of emer-
gency. When we feel something is wrong with our health,
we generally go to see our family doctor called GP (General
Practitioner). Even when we feel we are catching cold or
our eyes hurt or something is wrong with our feet, it is the
custom in New Zealand to consult the GP.

In Japan people see a particular medical specialist such
as an internist, an ophthalmologist or surgeon, don’t they?
On the other hand, here only in the case where a GP diag-
noses the necessity for a blood test or an X-ray, does the
doctor make arrangements for us to visit an institution
called ‘Lab’ which is a special facility for the examination.

Yayoi SOTOISHI (Japan) yayoi@hello.to

Unlike in Japan, in New Zealand only public hospitals have
all kinds of equipment and testing facilities.

Recently radiographers at a public hospital went on
strike and became a topic among us. Of course it goes
without saying that the medical treatment of the hospital
does not go smoothly when there is a strike. Without a
reontgenograph, they cannot perform operations. Con-
sequently the number of people waiting for an operation
increases.

I tell myself everyday that the best way to live in safety
in New Zealand is to pay attention to our health care. How-
ever, I feel very secure knowing that several Japanese doc-
tors have come to New Zealand to help the situation. Here
I would like to introduce you one of them, Dr. Y, as an
example.

Dr. Y works for the Auckland Hospital as the only spe-
cialist in organ transplants. When a donor for an organ
appears somewhere, he makes a round trip in a few hours
like we do between Tokyo and Osaka by the Shinkansen,
not only inside New Zealand but also from Auckland to
the Tasman Sea. It is four years since the first living liver
transplant in New Zealand was performed. A liver trans-
plant is not especially reported in New Zealand on TV or
in the newspapers but is treated as a daily matter. However,
I believe, in Japan, being proud of its advanced technique
of medical treatment, this topic would be reported widely,
which I, like most of you may feel is strange. I have heard
that Dr. Y had five years experience in liver transplants in
the U.S. but that he decided to come to New Zealand rather
than to Japan as his next working place.

I have been living in New Zealand for about seven years
but have still not been able to find a reliable family doctor
so that now I truly hope the number of the Japanese doc-
tors working here will increase from now on.

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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Noah’s Ark —Contribution written on the back of a calendar

It’s not because I can’t afford a notebook to write in
It’s just a simple habit I acquired when I was poor
If T just throw it away, it’s trash

I am not like many Japanese of today who are ready to

throw anything away
As soon as you discatd it, it will be burnt
And will immediately discharge CO,

Do you think that, if it’s only you, the amount is not so
great?

You get into your car and start the engine without thinking

The amount of CO, it discharges doesn’t compare with the
amount given off by a notebook when it’s burnt

You spray chemicals, pollute the soil and the worms die
So you use chemical fertilizers

Sunlight, photosynthesis, green trees and plants are essential
for life

We may need them for our mental health, but

Cars, cell phones and computers are just a small part of our

daily lives
If we don’t change things now it may be too late
The earth is not for humans alone

It’s for all living creatures to inhabit

Masuichi TERUI (Japan)

Yet living things will survive

Including some humans

I remember the remarks of a farmer who was speaking on
the TV news

He was told that the agricultural chemical he had used was
illegal
Its sale was banned, because it was dangerous to humans

But farmers would not be punished for using it, even
though they knew it was harmful

Oh, well, I would only have to work one-third as hard if I
used this chemical

But they say it causes cancer

My mother died from cancer

A good-shaped cucumber grown with chemicals

A curved cucumber grown without chemicals

The consumer buys the former

The consumer says,

“If T had been better informed” or “It’s the dealet’s fault”

I say, “It’s the consumer’s fault”

[Translated by: Y. NAKANO]
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All Directions of Bangkok (14) From Thailand, A Pleasant Country

Mz. Masao Seto, My Mentor (1)

[January 10, 2003]

Soon I will have been living in Thailand for a whole four
years.

On New Year’s Day I visited a temple located by Chao-
praya River and prayed for peace for this year, and offered
incense sticks and lotus flowers, and putt pieces of gold
leaves on the eyes of Buddha. You get the incense sticks,
lotus flowers and gold leaves at stands and stalls, usually at
20 bahts a set. And why did I do what I did, and place the
leaves on the eyes in particular? Because I drive my eyes
hard working on the PC and taking photos, so I need to
protect them.

When I arrived at my new post with an NGO in Bang-
kok in 1999, I had planned to return home within two years
because of my parents ill-health. However, it has now
been two and a half years since both of them passed away.
Now I remember what my father said when I last met him,
“You should devote yourself to your task.” My mother had
already gone by then. After his funeral and before I came
back to Thailand, I bought a full-scale camera that a profes-
sional photographer would carry. It was a Canon EOS-1N
and I felt like repaying my late-father for his words.

In a short time, I met Mt. Masao Seto. He showed me
his photographic work, and undertook the task of teaching
me his art, and finally I had the honor of becoming his pri-
vate pupil. He was born on Phuket Island in southern Thai-
land in 1931. He is a famous news photographer and works
as a consultant for the Asian General Bureau of Asahi
Shinbun. His trademark build, a tall and thin figure with
silvery long hair, wearing black suits, sets him apart from
everyone. You seldom see someone of his appearance here

KA R —3E [H]

SREIPYE /Ty (14) FeHIZ I

Masami IWAFUNE (Japan)

in Thailand. And even at the age of 72 he never misses his
ten-kilometer jog every morning. All the time carrying his
favorite Nikon camera.

As time went on and I got to know Mr. Seto better, 1
learnt that he is an important witness of modern Asian his-
tory, especially during the Pacific War. His whole life has
been at the mercy of the war and he’s gone through a lot of
hardships. Masao was born to a Japanese father and Thai
mother. However, his father was married to a Japanese
woman at the time, and so he was adopted into his fathet’s
home, attended a Japanese school, and was brought up as
a Japanese boy, with a Japanese stepmother. When the war
was over, he was taken into a concentration camp, while his
father was in Changi prison as a war criminal. After being
released at the age of 15, Mr. Seto did whatever work he
could, from being a goldfish vendor, a bar boy, and such, to
support his stepmother who was not able to make a living.

Mzt. Seto found, when he was 21 years old, that the
family register did not have his name entered. His birth was
not registered either at the Japanese consul or at the Thai
government office. Or it may have been lost amongst all
the bureaucratic paperwork. Who knows? He could not
see his father to ask him because it had been a long time
since the war when he last met his father.

Mz. Seto is not officially Japanese, nor Thai. He is
so-called stateless. “What is my nationality and where
should I live ...?” This question causes Mr. Seto a lot of
distress and worry.

(To be continued)

[Translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]
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Post-script
Are you full of fresh hopes for the year 20037

We try to have a certain opportunity to gear ourselves up for a positive stand, in spite of anxieties and problems that we
may have. Many people would take New Year’s Day as a good occasion to do this.

As the Editor in Chief of South Wind, I am very much interested in the words people use to express their opinions and
ideas. My objective for this year is to identify those words that help the readers and myself look forward to a brighter world.

Everybody hoped that the period of wars and conflicts would be over by the end of the last century. Unfortunately that
hope was in vain. The world is still under the threat of terrorism and armed diplomacy in the name of the world peace.

We, human beings, have developed one of our characteristics, the gift of words. If everyone makes better use of this
gift by communicating with each other in search of our common goal of a stable peace, the world will be much richer and
happier.

South Wind would like to hear your energetic and constructive words that will encourage us to overcome our sorrow
and anger.

We, the editorial members, request your kind cooperation through the contribution of articles to South Wind and also
hope you continue to enjoy reading our publication in this New Year.

Editor in Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO
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HAETHTE / “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

EXEPRSTH R TE. HARZWE L TOTERRICE TRV EWIEANDT, HILIKEE%
DD, FEEICHRZ BRBONEAD 2RI THAG TS =] 248 H RIS = LRI,
TVEYT, PNV TR EL Az I, Bl L)Lz O BaliZ #H £ 97 LCJ
RIVTAT ARy ITBNBRHEBELTED XS, BO—E, THMIEE,

Hcb:3A15H (1), 4 A19H (1), 5 17 H (£ /i1 1HR~1 283 0%
W At ZHNNAR—)L AX—ZD (HXZ4-1-23)
W R/ RE
This is a great opportunity to practice your Japanese conversation skills and make new friends, through discussion/

exchange of opinions. Please come to our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting. We have intermediate and advanced
levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesel!!

Date: Saturdays, March 15, April 19 and May 17
Time: from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku

Topics: To be announced

PEA CTHRUEFER  “Let’s Rediscover Japan”

EXEESHE TR, HEEICK S TEUEERA) oaz2E AR = tEHICHOTVED,
HAICDOWT, HloTWaEE-TVTE, FEREELTWVWATENHEHE LNERA, £, it
DT EEMBTET, HADT 2B LEHZNELNELR A
D70 T I LTI, e, A== —D0f5#EEZR ML I, AC—N—DiizH < 2T Tk,
SINER LD 7V —F 4 Ahwa yOREEH X7,

Bz BB 0, BO—EIBM EE W, FILOERDIHZHE LNES A,

Hicb: 3 15H (), 4H19H (. 5H17H () %1300 ~3KKE30%

B AT ZHNNKR—)V AXR—ZD (FEXZ 4-1-23)

This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the third Saturday.

Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some things
you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas.

Meetings include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome. There will be time for free discus-
sion. Please bring a snack worth about 200 yen with you to share with your friends.

Date:  Saturdays, March 15, April 19 and May 17
Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Topics: To be announced
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Bk : 105-8511 #EXZ N[ 1-5-25  FEXBAT 8 B
R PR 2 F )R South Wind HRéRAT
Fax: 03-3578-3537 E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp

Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South
Wind,” we hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding
and friendship with each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The
Editorial Committee reserves the right accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Length: within 800—1,200 words

2. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://wwwminato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

3 Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537 E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp

5= Fn
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