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South Wind

Mtr. Pong Phang

[April 28, 2002]
After a one and a half year absence, I had to visit

Thailand to buy fixtures and ornaments for a Thai
Restaurant soon to be opened in Azabu Juban.

Is there anybody who remembers the report in
South Wind No.32 where I wrote about the festival
of “Ong-Pha-Phathom-Jedee” in the Nakornpha-
thom Province?

In the vicinity of the same temple mentioned
in that report, there are numerous street hawkers
lined up next to each other selling their wares ? like
at a festival. Even lotteries are sold, though it seems
improper in such a place. It gave me the impression
that I was in a place where anything can happen.

While strolling the streets with plastic bags
containing lychee and water melon juice hanging
from my hands, I happened to see an old man hold-
ing a hand-made paper kite with star-shaped paper
pasted on the bamboo kite frame. I called out to
him and bought about 30 kites. In passing, I asked
the old man if he knew a man who made den-den
taiko (a drum-like toy) made of cellophane paper
called Pong Phang and Jak-ka-Jhang and which
spin around and around. To my big surprise, he
answered, “It’s me”. You can imagine how delighted
1 was.

As I left home in the morning, I was told that I
would be lucky if I could happen upon a man who
made these toys because these days the number of
men who could make them are few and far between.
I asked the man if he would visit my house the next
day at 1p.m., and he replied with a big smile, proudly
showing me his shiny watch, “no problem, as I have
this watch.” When I asked his name, he was hesitant
to tell me his name at first. I presumed then that he
had no name, meaning to say no registered name. In
the countryside, there are many people who have no
registration certificate, and thus have no registered
name. While I was considering this, he suddenly said
that his name was “Pong Phang.” I simply presumed
at the time that his name was the same as the sound
of the “den den drum” which goes “pong phang
pong phang.” He also added that he would bring
with him a secret weapon, which I might find inter-
esting.

The next day, while most Thai people are
renowned for not being punctual, he showed up
on time as promised, with his secret weapon. The
weapon he said was a pong phang combined with
a paper dragon and the dragon expanded as the
pong phang rotated. When I was a child, my father
bought a similar toy for me at a festival. It was made
of expanding paper but there was no dragon head.
Wias this a secret weapon...? All of us had a good
laugh.

While watching Mr. Pong Phang I made the fol-
lowing observations. His skin colour was dark with
a deep sunburn and he didn’t have a single tooth in
his head. He had a good sense of humour. He had
sandals on his feet. As he was of Chinese origin, his
skin should have been lighter. His wrist watch was
gaudy. He seemed very happy playing with my child
holding their arms and swinging them. His smiles
aroused my curiosity and I asked some questions.

To my surprise, he told me that he had almost
100 or more names of his own. Depending on

Sayuri JARTPOTWANICH (Japan)

where and what he was selling, he was called “Jak-Ka-
Jhang” and so on.... Yes, the names of the toys he sold
were his names in the various villages where he hawked his
goods. Thus he explained the reason why he hesitated in
telling me his name yesterday. He had his own true name,
needless to say. His father taught him how to make toys
and since his childhood, he had been selling the toys he
makes.

He seemed much younger than his real age, which he
confessed to be 65. He had children but no wife. He used
to teach his children how to make toys just like his father
taught him, but as he was so strict with them, using whips
like a demon, the children hated him and ran away. Yet, he
often showed sweet smiles while showing his toys in heart
shapes, pictures of bears, etc. The smile on his face showed
a part of his real character. He seemed to be proud of his
work, as there were not many who could compete with him.

“I wish I could let people in Japan know your story
....7 I ventured, and suddenly he became very talkative and
started talking about the miserable times of his younger
days. He had no money to buy shoes, so he picked up
broken tites of automobiles and tied them around his feet
as shoes. He had only one school uniform. He washed it at
night and wore it in the morning still wet. It had a terrible
smell and the other students could not stand to be close to
him. Finally, the teacher was sympathetic and bought him
shoes and a uniform. The story should have been serious,
yet, the way he spoke was so funny that we all laughed along
with him. A person like Mr. Pong Phang gives me a strange
but powerful passion for life. “Human beings have the
power to live even under the most depressing circumstances
... like Mr. Pong Phang....”

Mr. Pong Phang came back the next day, as promised
with 300 toys. I had asked him the previous day for as
many toys as he had in stock, and these 300 toys he had
made throughout that night. Mr. Pong Phang left on a bike
with a helmet on his head. Most Thai people don’t bother
to wear a helmet, despite it being illegal not to. “Mr Pong
Phang really is an upstanding person”, I thought.

[translated by: A. KUSHIMA]




South Wind

ERSEE
/NE A JARTPOTWANICH ()
[4A28H] MWEAREEOEERES. iHCEhEA, Bk

KT HEERED T B R Xy 7, kR4 L
JE BT RN, LR B SREDE DT T

HILIG KA 32 5 LB % T Nakomphathom £
Ong-pha-phathom-Jedee 15 1Y X 8 M5 71X 3 B HL,
FREE AR, HWT/NER. & - FEFER
FER N, LB AN E X AR T g7 A
H., XtEirEAmZL.

K RFRRE%GHIRERZA BRI
EER, 5 NEEFHAFEHARES L. BX
NG E WA RO B R . BRI, T4 30 4.
T A A A, A ARINIR — AN = Sy, B B A 1 72
SR A 36 R 209 N . i @ mbE 3R, FRm 2
T RAEX S AR Sty Aok b 7, SEE
HIRE D AR LRIXESE, WA RE ST AT,
REANREAEDT LAEE) 7.7 MM R P4 1 SOREAE,
T . LR E MBS A PR, FEdu . f
X, BRARST

G AT, RS R R &M, ZRE
BAEPEOARSZ, REXEE @ “®E30iE, #
FHEEMATE? 7 X, e gk k TR :
IR, MR EM L AR R R fe R s
AT N R A &, ERE Y

TEREARFINIATRE , {ELIE 2 A I A5 2 B
RIEK T IR S R AK, BRI BRI T .
HONNIE, 50 ARERT R, ba T EEE T
FTRCK A0SR B, BB R A 3R 3, H A A Sk A
ME - - - . XMEREREY | ARHAERK.

RGNS, AT B, &

JFORE A G RINE? TR MR . B & = XbiaE
#Z IR A A, B BRI TR Z A . 5K
b AR 2T, A 100 2147, (Efliszie A
BT, BA MM “Jak-Ka-Jhang” B9, 24 %
FARZ T, BIARECH AR, AREZE A28
I RAIERLT . AR M E b ST A S .

fb65% 1, HiZ 7 —1l, FEKEFHFLE. il
BHZET, AdAEZT. BETIHE Rk, 4
AR A TR . TR A BB I R B O 535 i
T ZRIREN . ALE B SR EEROIE, )
REAO M, n] 5 I E e A AT . ARG (G, R4
HAHBHC M ER.

e o I HARANB GRS - - - 7L bt
HEALUOT 7 R RIRE - - 7 Ml

bR T SRR LA e A
KR, sl B2, BB RARE T ATHS L. W&,
BRBR, KEBZAT . &T5IRZIHAE, S
LT R R . AR ST AR IR #cE . (HER R A
DASAER, 5FMaE IR

WEIXAEAN H O W™ A . “A AL B,
gt 2Ma, el rE - - 7 RUWALT, A
B D “mERER RS - - -7

R, RS mEA Rk T 300 N Er R, R
I okEy . FBE DR Ay 2 /D PaAE . AR I fth 18 7 L
kR .

PR AEE LK, MEREEFRELT. #ER
DN BT BB WK R . R R A FOR AN BHAE YA
Wi !

[P . £ FE]



South Wind

=2 —=2=F 2 FE) (23)

(2002 # 6 A 15 Hid)
KSHEIRD, 2EHOY ) Y N ATER D 14—
‘/X/\'_XT'_@'{*E]T [/71’;0

HAx & NZ OFtEs & U, mEE U5 % g TH
FNEETHSC L, F2ELOmBEEZHICL
£9, TNCHNT B E LT, ENALD
BUCGEENET LT LE V., WEDBIAN UREOD
FOHTHLZDICH L, NZOFNIFT UV MY
A =TSV RICREENTVBEZ ERENABT
ER

Ko T, TLEOHELBGAEEIZ Y =) >
MEOHHETT M, MDIFEAEZA—TF 2 Kh
LREINET,

DL, Rl U= 2 — A O#HED HAFE & i & U
NZFEEREADENEKLCS EIEHLIZE T A,
BAWZZ LIZOWTOEMZTEHNTHWELZDT
ZO—aEHENA LIz ERVET,

AAE 5. Y=V Ry T TEHEENEBED L—
F—tanotzbTATLEX I,

FUBRODE—RTEAFYRIF20 (?) I
RESTVBEITYT, VIV RAw TOFEEL
E 2z FEOHEGE 50 JEF L aHEDHGED R AT B D
MNZSLETLXID,

AN NZIFE, DFDS5 /8 —3— XU T
IHSET—=)VRAvTXOESTE—T9, &> T,
—fEF v IV TOT LN R, 2L DANIF
TAV) WY ax—TE—)LEFFICBRLE T,

—HTA Y RENFARZOBEBENELL T
B, 7 AUABNDNAERD A 2 B 5 Ok
HRFENT B LRIKRFIC, NZ BN A — O E % #
CX L7zo U UAED D HARBUS D REEER S 2 7

S 9E (HA) yayoi@hello.to

LEzDZFnNHhoBHENTDOT Tl

F—o AN—FRENZICERT BRANZVEDOR
Ko SN b DB RFEZ T EOHICIRSEC L 7%
SENTLXo 7R, ®ITHETE TR, Ehb L
WO TNZANZF— A LHEFT S5 LT AICNZA
b*ﬂ%ﬁf“(“%% ERODFTNB EIFHVEEAD

ﬁﬁ@mm I NBD L EHAHAT AU AN
OEIEHEBE RO, HADEKZ DN, Z OB
THTEU NS ANTHRIFUISHIMDEHE LT A
T3

BERAEEmEANE —HIctHEE2LTEY., BH
WICHHIF BV EDRS WIS — = TR ES
TVWET, FADOEZJTIENZ NS > TWABTH
£ H AN, FHTEFEE AN TV S HARAND
A A=V EELIRFE LTS EEEDbNET,
ICRADMHAN TV BEREANDA X—J L NZ CTEST
BEANDOZFNE R LTV EEH O, [BHWVEE]
EEWVWRLET,

J—)U Ry TOEEIIET T — ) K OHEMR
HRDDEFLWVET, HAFDNERALIZE AV
MR, MR EETE AR - RFR 2, A
ATGI)V « INLAFF EE CKEBEREICEL RN
L7 NZDOHENSHI>TVET,

(2o TAV Y a/N—TH—LEBE LTV
D] TT-HT?2?27?

ES5H - FAEF— AT ARALTEZDOTL &
I, FERDENZE S BIGIIANIITEE A TA
TR, EBEOTLEIMN?

NZEZDBRNMOEDII>TVEERTT L
0)0

A Letter from New Zealand (23) Hello from Aotearoa

[June 15, 2002]
In eight years I have only visited Wellington twice, most
recently on the holiday for the Queen’s Birthday.

New Zealand and Japan have several things in common.
For example, both of them are island countries surrounded
by sea, and the area of land is about the same size. On the
other hand they also have many differences. However, we
usually only focus on the difference of population, and we
often forget that for Japan, Tokyo is the center of both poli-
tics and the economy, but in New Zealand these are divided
between Wellington and Auckland. Accordingly political
matters are relayed from Wellington but most other affairs
are dealt with from Auckland.

Once before, I mentioned that the same news being
broadcast from Japan or overseas countries, including New
Zealand, gave different impressions on the ground, depend-
ing on where it is received. Some people asked me to pick
out some examples, which I would like to introduce here.

It may be impossible to forget about the World Cup

Yayoi SOTOISHI (Japan) yayoi@hello.to

right now in Japan, as the entire Japanese nation seems
to have been swept up in all the festivities. While British
people are also caught up in a festive spirit, for two reasons,
the World Cup and the Jubilee Events for the fiftieth anni-
versary of the Coronation of the Queen of England. The
NZ media have also been following these events

Unfortunately it is now winter in NZ, which means the
rugby season is with us; and here rugby is more popular
than soccer, even with the World Cup going on. Conse-
quently we do not have the World Cup games broadcast on
mainstream TV, and most of us watch it while drinking at
an Irish pub.

In the meantime the situation between India and
Pakistan has been deteriorating. As soon as the U.S. gov-
ernment evacuated their people from India, the NZ govern-
ment followed suit. However, the Japanese government
took some days before they took any action in relation to

this situation.

(Continued on page 6)
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A Letter from New Zealand

(Continued from page 5)

The Kiwi bird, which is a native of NZ, is often repre-
sented as the bird that cannot fly. Apparently, this bird has
forgotten how to fly because it has not been attacked for
such a long time. It is a nocturnal bird with a timid nature.
However, while New Zealanders refer to themselves as
‘Kiwis’, I don’t think this gives them an image of being a
timid nation.

It’s hard to decide which is more appropriate, the
actions of the U.S., who are considered as International
Police, seem to be too extreme; or the obtuse attitude of the
Japanese government. I guess only those effected by these

decisions can make fair comment.

At present I work with a Korean man and we have a
good working relationship. He sometimes points out that
my way of thinking is not ‘typical Japanese’ and that I'm

more like a New Zealander. While he too does not match

my image of a ‘typical Korean’, and so I tell him, “You’re
the same.”

In connection with the World Cup, there has been a lot
said about the trouble caused by soccer hooligans. And
while people go crazy about the World Cup, I pray from my
home in New Zealand, that the conflict between India and
Pakistan and between Israel and Palestine doesn’t erupt in
further tragedy.

“What? !?” Did I hear you ask me, ”You’re not going to
the Irish pub to watch the World Cup?”

Well, as I said I’'ve become more of a ‘kiwi’ these days,
so I don’t want to go anyplace where there might be danger.

You may laugh at me for my timidity!!

What a multicultural country New Zealand is!

[Translated by: Y. TSUKUDA]
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O’Bon
Nobuhito KIYOSAWA (Japan)

A characteristic of the Japanese summer season is O’Bon. O’Bon, a shortened term for Urabon, is a Buddhist feast
held during the period including the fifteenth day of the seventh month in the ancient calendar, when each family invites the
souls of their ancestors and those who passed away recently to their house and consoles them. O’Bon is one of Japan’s two
most popular festivals, the other being New Year’s. A variety of local activities takes place all over Japan during this period.

Urabon is described in three Kanji characters after the phonetic of the original Sanskrit Ullambana, meaning “hanging
upside down.” The practice of Ullambana originated when Mu-lien (Maudgalyaayana), one of the ten principal disciples of
Saakyamuni, made offerings of food according to the advice of the latter, to console his departed mother who was starving
so much that she was hung upside down in the world of the dead.

O’Bon is observed during the month of July following the present calendar in some regions but more often it is
observed around August 15 in most parts of the country. O’Bon is a season for many people to take leave from work and
head for their hometowns to make themselves ready for visits by the spirits of their loved ones. Many offices and shops in
business centers are closed and Tokyo, in particular, is relieved temporarily from its usual hustle and bustle.

O’Bon is really a special occasion for many Japanese to encounter their ancestors and departed loved ones. When South
Wind’s editorial members were talking about O’Bon among themselves, many anecdotes were mentioned: one member was
aware of the constant presence of the grandfather near the baby during the O’Bon period?the grandfather had passed away
just before the birth of his first grandchild; another believes in the visit of the spirits, as a black butterfly comes into the
house and flies over the family altar every year at this season.

Well, the world keeps changing at an unexpected pace. With what attitudes should we face this ever-changing world?
It is not easy to communicate our beliefs, our traditions and culture to the world while accepting all the differences of the
world and respecting ourselves and our personal identities as Japanese. We may wish to take the opportunity of the O’Bon
season to beg the advice of passed ancestors, who contributed to building the country that had been just a small archipelago
in the Far East to its present state.

[translated by: Y. NAKANO]
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Look into Minato City—The Tombs of Feudal L.ords (10) Korin-ji Temple

The Minato International Association has just celebrated
10 years since its inauguration. I would like to convey my
heartfelt congratulations on this happy occasion. This issue
also covers the 10th article of the series and I would like
to visit today the tombs of the pioneers in international
exchange, in addition to those of daimyos or feudal lords.

Korin-ji temple situated at 4-11-25 Minami Azabu is an
old Zen temple of the Rinzai sect. It was founded by Priest
Bankei in 1678 according to the wish of the nun, Yosei-in.
Once you pass through under a large horizontal placard on
the main gate with an inscription in three Kanji characters
meaning “Mt. merciful eyes,” you are completely over-
whelmed by the Zen temple’s placidity and serenity. Large
graveyards are behind the main hall covered by extremely
thick greenery. I go through the public graveyard area and
ascend stone steps. The hill is graduated and the highest
level is reserved for the family graveyards of several daimyo
clans. In the central part, three magnificent stone steles
stand in between a pair of stone lanterns behind a stone
gate. The roofed stone stupa on the left is for Yosei-in who
initiated the establishment of the temple. It measures about
two meters high from the bottom to the top round mound.
Her piety and religious life are engraved precisely on its
back. Yosei-in was the second daughter of the TODO clan,
daimyo in Tsu of the Ise region, and became the spouse
of the 3rd Lord Takakazu of the KYOGOKU clan with
55,000-goku in Marugame of Sanuki (present Kagawa Pre-
fecture).

The KYOGOKU clan is one of the famed historic
families. It is said to have been related by blood with the
Emperor Uda and the head was already a local administra-
tive daimyo in the middle ages. KYOGOKU Takayoshi,
after having served ODA Nobunaga, became a devout
Christian in the last period of his life. In the history of
Japanese Christianity, he and his wife Maria are notable
together with many other Christians among their kin.
Takatsugu, his heir, served both ODA Nobunaga and
TOKUGAWA Ieyasu. Takatsugu’s spouse was the second
among the famous three beautiful sisters of the ASANO
clan, the first of whom was Yodo, favorite concubine of
TOYOTOMI Hideyoshi and the third was the spouse of
the second Shogun TOKUGAWA Hidetada. Tadataka suc-
ceeded to the territories of his father Takatsugu and was
very well treated by the TOKUGAWA due to the close
relationship of the families: his own mother was the elder
sister of the spouse of Shogun Hidetada and his spouse was
a daughter of Hidetada. His nephew Takakazu succeeded
him and was later appointed the 1st lord in Marugame
of Sanuki, also concurtently the lord of Banshu (present
Hyogo prefecture), and his line continued there till the Meiji
Restoration.

Yosei-in was famed for being wise and faithful to her
husband. When her husband Takakazu passed away sud-
denly in Kyoto at the age 44 on his way to his domain
Marugame, she realized the vanity of life and became a
devout Buddhist. Then she got to know Bankei, a priest
of the Rinzai sect renowned for his virtue, who lived in

Koichi NAKA (Japan)

Banshu, a detached territory of her late husband. She
respected and supported him as her Buddhist master for
the rest of her life. She died in 1689 at the age 68 and was
buried in this temple yard. It’s over 310 years since then.

The round stone stupa situated to the right of the
Yosei-in’s is for Shojyu-in, spouse of Takatoyo, the 4th lord
of the KYOGOKU clan. She was a granddaughter of
SAKALI Tadakiyo, one of the most powerful ministers in
the Edo castle. She respected the wish of her mother in law,
Yosei-in, and devoted herself to helping the school of priest
Bankei to thrive. The five round stones piled as a stupa
at the right end is for the child of Shojyu-in who passed
away in infancy. In the neighboring compound to the right
of the one for the above three stupas, two large roofed
stupas stand as if they are deliberately separated from the
others. One is for Ensho-in, daughter of Yosei-in and
spouse of the 3rd lord of the SO clan on Tsushima island
(present Shimane Prefecture). She may have been buried
here because of the relationship to her mother Yosei-in.
Another is for Honko-in, spouse of the 4th lord of the
MATSUURA clan of Hirato (present Nagasaki Prefecture).

I descend the slope away from these two compounds.
Tombstones line both sides of the way. Two large ancient
steles are seen standing alone beneath the precipice on
your left. One is for a sister of Shojyu-in and spouse of
YANAGISAWA Yoshisato of Koriyama in Yamato (present
Nara prefecture). The father of Yoshisato was YANAGI-
SAWA Yoshiyasu who was an influential attendant to the
5th Shogun Tsunayoshi. Another is for Tancharu, 5th lord
of the TOCHIGI clan of Fukuchiyama in Tanba (pres-
ent Kyoto Prefecture). Actually the family temple of the
TOCHIGI clan is Sengaku-ji Temple. It seems he was
buried here according to his own will. His enigmatic post-
humous name is inscribed there in 11 kanji characters?a
man of stable wisdom, isolated peak, no place to live?may
indicate a story behind his intention to be separated from
the rest of his kin.

A graveyard reserved just in front of a condominium
is for the family of Lord AKIZUKI, of the 25,000-goku
Takanabe in Hyuga (present Miyazaki Prefecture). Three
three-meter high stupas holding square treasure stones on
top are for their 6th, 7th and 8th lords who have remained
in peace here. The second son of the 6th lord of the AKI-
ZUKI clan was adopted as the heir of the UESUGI clan in
Yonezawa and became UESUGI Yozan, one of the three
best feudal lords during the Edo period whom I wrote
about in reference to Kozen-ji Temple in SW #34. Another
smaller flat stele is a collective tomb with names inscribed
for ten members of the family.

At the extreme left corner of the opposite hill of
the compound for the AKIZUKI clan, there are 6 steles
belonging to the OGYU-MATSUDAIRA clan of Iwamura
in Mino (present Gifu Prefecture). They are for the
spouses, concubines and children of the lords, standing qui-
etly, close to each other. This clan was one of the 18 direct

(Continued on next page)
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issues of TOKUGAWA family in the name of MATSUD-
AIRA. Besides these tombs of feudal lotds, there are those
of two pioneers of international exchange just below the
compound of the AKIZUKI clan.

A cross is clearly engraved on the face of a Japanese
style roofed stupa standing in between two gold crested
trees. Thanks to the solid material of stone, the inscrip-
tion in small English letters is still readable after 140 years:
“Sacred to the memory of Henry Y. C. Heusken, Interpreter
to the American Legation in Japan; Born at Amsterdam,
January 20, 1832; Died at Yedo, January 16, 1861.” In front
of his tomb, T don’t know since when, but two bottles
of Dutch wine have been placed by somebody. There is
another very old looking small square tomb. A posthumous
Zen Buddhist name is inscribed on its back in Kanji. The
English inscription on the face is worn and barely legible:
“DANKUTT; Japanese Linguist to the English Legation;
Murdered by Japanese Assassins, January 1860.” Both of
them were the victims of the period towatrd the end of the
Edo Era (late 19th century) when incidents often took place
in which foreign people were murdered under the move-
ment of anti-alien powers.

Heusken was born in the Netherlands and moved to the
US when he was 21 years old. He accompanied Townsend
Harris, the first American consul general to Japan, as his
interpreter. At that time, Dutch, though mediocre, was
the only foreign language accessible to certain Japanese
and Heusken mediated the Japan-US negotiations through
the two languages of Dutch and English. Okichi, a Japa-
nese woman sent to them in their villa in Shimoda by the
Japanese government, is a person who may be better known
now than Heusken who was always attached to Harris.

In 1861, Heusken was killed with a sword near Nakano-
hashi when he was on his way from Akabanebashi to

(Continued from previous page)

Zenpuku-ji Temple, where the first US Legation was situ-
ated. The murderer was not arrested but later the assassin
was identified as one of the vassals of the Satsuma domain.
This incident caused a serious diplomatic issue since foreign
delegations expressed their dissatisfaction with the Bakufu
for their lack of security by departing Edo. The Bakufu
managed to settle the problem with a solatium of 10,000
dollars sent to the mother of Heusken. Certain sketches by
a foreign resident in Japan recorded how they conducted the
funeral services for him. Heusken’s remains were supposed
to be buried as a Catholic. However, due to a law at that
time that the dead inside Edo proper had to be cremated,
his body was buried in this temple that was located in its
margin.

Denkichi, on the other hand, was a fisherman saved
by the Americans in 1840 when his boat drifted. After
he returned home, he called himself Boy Dias and was
employed as an interpreter at the English Delegation for his
knowledge of English. While he was playing Hanetsuki?a
Japanese version of badminton played during the New Year’
s holidays using decorative boards and a shuttlecock?with
a neighboring girl in front of the gate of Tozen-ji Temple
where the English Delegation was settled, he was stabbed in
the back with a dagger. The assassin has remained unidenti-
fied. The Bakufu sent a consolation of 200-ryo (money) to
his family.

These two persons were tragic victims of the modern-
ization of Japan that was accelerated by the visits of US
Admiral Perry’s Black Ship, opening the country to foreign
trade and diplomatic relations and the Meiji Restoration.

Finally, I would like to pray for the peace of souls of
these two pioneers who wrote and spoke foreign languages
and contributed to international exchange in Japan some
150 years ago.

[translated by: Y. NAKANO)]
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Mount Takao Hike

[July 7, 2002]

On June 22, 2002 the Minato International Association

sponsored a nature hike to the summit of Mount Takao

and back. The hike was planned to include a maximum of

thirty Japanese and thirty individuals from other countries

with the intention to encourage friendship, conversation and
cooperation among the participants.

We met at Takaosanguchi, the last stop on the Keio
Line, a ride of about fifty minutes, for some of us, from
Shinjuku Station. We were efficiently organized into six
groups of about ten with a knowledgeable leader for each
group. The hike began at the base of Mount Takao on a
very well developed mountain trail. At the beginning large
hydrangea shrubs caught our attention, as did the lushness

A. Mason Redd
of the green foliage everywhere. We saw an occasional
small, ripe, wild strawberry along the way.

The weather was almost ideal for hiking, slightly over-
cast with a very light rain, not quite enough to warrant
umbrellas, which some of us brought. Others came better
equipped with rain gear. I can’t speak for anyone else but
I became soaked from the combination of perspiration,
humidity and rain, in that order.

After walking for about a half an hour we were told to
turn around and walk back down the trail a short distance
because the trail above was blocked for repair. After a short
descent we began again walking an alternate route up the

(Continued on page 15)
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Mount Takao Hike
(Continued from page 14)

mountain, this time in a small streambed. This took consid-
erably more concentration to keep from slipping on the wet
stones and falling;

Walking with each other in this fashion did facilitate
conversation. If the ascent had been steeper I, for one,
would not have been able to converse at all because I would
have been breathing too hard to talk. On one occasion
my wife and I were talking with two lovely, young Japanese
women. One of them asked the question, “What is the
most important thing to know in this life?” I thought for
a moment, wondering how best to respond to this very
important provoking question before I said, “To know who
you are and who you have always been.” Since then I have
given this question much more thought and have come up
with other, perhaps better answers to her question.

Before long we arrived at the small, delicate Biwa water-
fall, which may have impressed others as it impressed me.
The small amount of water falling a short distance in such a
beautiful spot filled me with a feeling of awe and reverence.
I had a desire to bow my head and meditate.

We finally arrived at the summit of Mount Takao after
climbing what began to seem like endless stairs with the illu-
sion of the summit being just ahead only to find time and
again more stairs to climb. The summit is at an elevation of
599 meters (1965 feet). Ilooked at the meter on my Casio
watch at the base of the mountain but I can’t remember

what I noted. It was either 900 feet or 1200 feet then we
climbed about 750 vertical feet (229 meters). That is about
what it felt like to me.

After being too warm on the way up I rather quickly
cooled off because of my wet cotton clothing. I remem-
bered that wool clothing is better for hiking in the moun-
tains because even when wet it does not get cold. As we ate
our lunch, conversed with each other and shared our vari-
ous foods I became more comfortable and my wet clothing
began to dry.

On our way down the mountain we took a different
route descending many, much steeper, stairs and steps artiv-
ing at the beautiful Yakuoin Shrine about half way down.
We stopped to rest, to enjoy the beauty of the Shrine and to
take many photos. Perhaps my favorite sight of all were the
incredibly beautiful, very old, cedar trees near the Shrine.
One must see them to fully appreciate them. They are
almost impossible to capture in a photograph.

Some of us took advantage of the easy way down by
cable car and others walked the full distance. Not every one
was present at the end of the trail when we said sayonara to
our new friends, plus a few friends from our trip to Nikko
last September. It was a great hike and no wonder that
thousands make the pilgrimage up and down Mount Takao
during the various seasons of the year.

Bl (FEXIRIT)
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N 2Py (12) Force feeding!!

(2002 4 6 A 3 Hid)
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South Wind

All Directions of Bangkok (12) From Thailand—A Pleasant Country
Force Feeding

[June 3, 2002]

My wife and I keep a male cat named Shota. The name

Shota is taken from his species, American Shorthair, and

the fact that he is a small cat. He strayed onto our verandah

when we lived in Tokyo seven years ago. We tried every-

thing to find his keeper, but in vain, and Shota has been a
family member ever since.

Shota came with us when we took up my new post in
Thailand. It was a nightmare. We had to get a medical
certificate from a vet; we had to put him in quarantine at
Narita Airport; as well as having to write a letter to the quar-
antine section at the Thai International Airport. We were
so relieved when we were reunited with Shota at the airport,
after such troublesome procedures and a lengthy six-hour
flight.

Luckily the caretaker and residents in our apartment,
here in Thailand, love Shota. We often see him come out
of next door licking his lips, a sure sign that he has been
indulged with something to eat by the Frenchman who lives
there. Every time my wife goes out to look for our cat, the
Thai guard says, “He’s gone over there.”

I had something to do in Japan earlier this year and we
were away from Thailand for a week. We left Shota at a
pet hotel. The hotel bill was 150 bahts (450 yen) per night,
which is a lot cheaper than Japanese ones. On this occa-
sion the hotel we usually use was closed and so we went to
another one, which proved to be a big mistake.

When we got back to Bangkok and went to the pet hotel
to collect him, we found Shota had grown miserably thin.

Masami IWAFUNE (Japan)

He was weak and had loose bowels. His coat of fur was dry
and disheveled. His eyes lacked animation. He wouldn’t eat
anything, and the following day we had to call an English-
speaking vet. After all sorts of checkups, Shota was diag-
nosed as suffering from malnutrition. It seemed he had not
been fed properly while in the pet-hotel. The vet gave him
an intravenous drip and an injection of nutrients. He gave
me a syringe and some liquid food instructing me to forci-
bly feed Shota with the syringe. He called it “force feeding.”

We tried force-feeding for a few days. To the best of
his ability Shota put up a fight, even though he’s just a small
cat and he was weak. I realized that all living creatures are
equally dignified beings trying to eliminate oppression all
the time. I suppose however, it is inevitable that we need
to exercise some compelling power when it comes to a
matter of life and death. Unfortunately, and quite obvi-
ously, I was not able to talk Shota around to my point of
view, not having a common language between us. We had
no choice but for me to hold Shota down, and for my wife
to force-feed him. Shota must have been tired and we were
exhausted too.

Through our efforts of force-feeding, Shota seemed to
gradually regain his physical strength. After three days he
started to eat of his own volition.

Now Shota is as plump as before and enjoys going for a
walk everyday. However, it is a big worry for us where we
should leave him when we have to leave him again.

[translated by: M. KAWASHIMA]

2 RGP/ Ty (12) Force feeding

[6 A3 Hid]

BRERIE T —HUNAKE, £/ K (Shota) , 4
TR AR EE B, it AR/, BrAfER
S I RITE A “Shorter” H7 T SR T ERTRE
TR, R TERE/NRBEIRABHHEE Ek, &8
ROMEB R e B A, I el 7Rk,

AP ROE R EEMER BT E TN R e
LR B R IZ T 15, ARG AE R AL T iR R A
WELEREY IR ERTISE - - - - - - 4
SEIXEE B T, A NN kT, AEREL
BRAT RSB SR AR, RETH 7T —0%.

EERKENEESANAEE, S RAERATE
FEWEMNK . RIBBEEES — MR IEEE AN HE,
L /N KR PIN . G0 25 BN AR5 W M
K& Ok AR EEFRSMAE /N AR KN,
FEAN BRI . “HRBEIBLE T,

SEFEPRANTRN A EHE HA—ANER, /N KEE
THRE, NS X EWRE, —RAXL 150 % (4
450 Hot), il B AN EYRIEZEME TS .. KA
EHIBEEWIE X T, FrDLRERER 7 —%, HiX
EL N

EMm = AFWE/NE, BIRKT9—FHE T F

= RESE (H)

%, NMEAEERKMmmAAR T, 5 EWETEENE
BFHE. REBLEELEITE. FER/NK— KA
Ny, BRABEERIMEENEETE, 24 A&
ik s, 1WA CEFRRRT. U ECE Y R T
WX BN B HE A AR BEAEG/NAITT
. TER TERE . B4 TR ELE LB E
BIICHR AR S, VM — T A E IR S A
P, HEAX M “force feeding” (4 HMHIME HIEA
IR EY).

WLLEH LR B —H# & “force feeding”, /N
A FUE . KRB RES . (HgisRadtgEER ]
il XRAmRBEXRFERDR, REEEN i
BRI ABUIR/ANK D FEAEYER L, BHE T
M d F BN, HETEATURKRNIES . G
BN, LEFTEF R BT “force feeding . AR AL/
K—EREEDT . AW ABBIGBIE .

K2 “Force feeding” & T 1EH . /INAIIK ST IF SR
BEWmE 7. 3 RFEEEHCZIR . AE/NAX
LMNBIIBFERE Tk, @2 E G RIE L.

A, FNREIENZE EFRAA MR B RE, X
U IEATAE R L,

[RIPE - 28 CFF ]

_17 -



South Wind
HAGECatid = “Let’s Chat in Japanese”

EXEESRIBR T, AAGRZ R L TOTORBECSEE IRV EWHNEADTT, il {kiZb%zD
<O, FEEICHIRE 1B OHEAD 2RI THAETHEI R 2 A%/ B=1THRHICFHNT
WE9, F LNV TR ERAGFEEZF OIS, ERLNVTRFEREBEZ POICEHFEZED X, LC] KT
VTAT ARy IDBHFELLTHED T, FO—E, TBMTIEEL,

HIcb:9HT7H (1), 10H19H (), 11 A16H (+) il 1#H~1 283 0%
% A ZHNNKR—)V ZAX—ZAD (HKXZ 4-1-23)
N A

9H (i) #ZE (L) KeERE

10, 1 1HRDOVWTIREHTENNELET,

If you do not have any opportunity to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want to make friends, and
have an interest in discussion/exchange of opinions, you ate welcome to join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting.
We have intermediate and advanced levels. Let’s have great fun chatting in Japanesel!

Date: Saturdays, Sept 7, Oct. 19 and Nov. 16
Time: from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku
Topics:
Sept. (Intermediate Level) Education (Advanced Level) Current Affairs

Oct., Nov. To be announced

Jf THALHFER  “Let’s Rediscover Japan”

X ERERR R Tl BFRIC K5 TERbpRA] o=ZzmA R = TERICETHE T,
HAIZDOWT, Mo T3 ER->TOTE, FEREELELTVETEND I LNETA, T, 1B
WOT ERMBT LT, HADZ 2B LEH AN E LNEEA,
DT T I LT, HE, A== D0 EE R’ LT, RE—H—DFiEEML 23 TiaL,
SIEETO TV —F 4 A vy a VORMEH D £,

Bk 7z BHHEDG, TO—EIBMEEV, FILLERDIHZHE LNES A,

Hicb:9H7H (1), 10A19H (). 11 H16H (+) F#% 183 059~33 0%

% At ZHNNAR—IL ARX—Z D (EXZ 4-1-23)

This program for rediscovering Japan is conducted in English. Meetings are held monthly on the third Saturday.

Can you fully and confidently express yourself when discussing Japan and your own country? There may be some things
you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after hearing someone else’s ideas.

Meetings include time for free discussion among participants. Everyone is welcome
(Please bring a snack worth about 200 yen with you to share with your friends.)
Date:  Saturdays, Sept 7, Oct. 19 and Nov. 16
Time: From 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Message from the coordinator of L.R] Sept. Meeting:

In September, Mr. John A. Duffy will give a talk on his life as a musician. The meeting may be a chance for you to
rediscover your life.

There will be time for free discussion.
Topic: The Joys and Heartaches in the Life of a Musician
Speaker: Mr. John A. Duffy
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(CE Sl O
POST SCRIPT

A symposium and a reception were held on July 5, 2002, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the inauguration of
Minato International Association. The great success of the event was due to the collaboration of the special preparatory
committee’s chairperson and her volunteer staff members who had devoted themselves to it for over a year. Many attend-
ees must have renewed their will to work for the ideals of the Association in the coming decade. M.I.As gazette “Kiteki-
Issei” plans to feature the 10th anniversary in its special issue, presenting what went on that day to those who could not be
there.

At the symposium, four panelists expressed their frank ideas and opinions on the theme “How should we promote inter-
national exchange in the 21st century?” from different points of view according to their respective personalities and posi-
tions.

Some sample opinions are: Japan has lost a lot of its charm; Japanese will not be able to attract the attention of people
of other countries unless everyone has his/her own ideal and is aware of his/her own identity; financial aid is not the last
or only means of contributing to the development of poorer countries; go to the country concerned yourself?then, you can
see the real world; travel alone, and you rediscover what you are; be interested in different cultures and courageous enough
to inquire about what you find curious in the attitudes of foreign people instead of persuading yourselves with your own
understanding?otherwise, a true international exchange will not be realized; elderly people with more experience should
work to help the younger generations develop their potential capabilities. .. etc, etc.

South Wind would like to take this opportunity to open a written discussion on the same subject as that of the sympo-
sium: “How should we promote international exchange in the 21st century?” We welcome the contribution of your opin-
ions, which will be compiled and published in SW # 36 in November. We would appreciate your cooperation in completing
the questionnaire enclosed with this issue of SW and faxing or mailing the response form to the M.I.A. office. Please also
refer to the MIA website where you find some articles from SW and an invitation to participate in our project.

Editor in Chief: Yoshiko NAKANO
G i
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U 105-8511 #XZ NI 1-5-25  HEXARFT 8 %
X EFR A =S5 South Wind #RERES
Fax: 03-3578-3537 E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gr.jp

Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging opinions with other people, who are from different cultures or backgrounds, in “South
Wind,” we hope we are able to recognize the diversity of our society and deepen our mutual understanding
and friendship with each other. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to express your opinions! The
Editorial Committee reserves the right accept, reject and/or edit articles submitted for publication.

1. Minato International Association reserves the right to publish all articles submitted for publication in South
Wind on their website (http://www.minato-intl-assn.gt.jp).

2. Copyrights on all articles submitted for publication in South Wind become the sole property of Minato Interna-
tional Association.

How to contribute: Please submit your essay written in Japanese, English or Chinese.

Send contributions to: South Wind Editorial Room; Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floor, 1-5-25 Shibakoen; Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511
Fax: 03-3578-3537 E-mail: s-wind@minato-intl-assn.gt.jp
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