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My loving Minato City

-Visits to historical architecture in
our City-

Mzt. Nobuhito KIYOSAWA (Japan)

More than 20 years have

passed since I settled in

Minato City to live and to work.
The incredible living cost?  Yes, it is
indeed high. Nevertheless it is well
worth it: in addition to my personal
convenience  because of  the
proximity between my tesidence and
work place, charming streets, the
many histotical sites and cultural
institutions and
gourmet-kitchens that I find in this
city have filled me with satisfaction.

various

As a matter of fact, I accept it as my
“everlasting  home” since I've
prepared my own grave to test
together with my family in a neatby
temple yard.

However, what do I know
about our city? My appreciation is
limited since all that I know about is
what I encounter on the short
commute from my house to my
office and to Minato City hall to
attend M.LA. meetings, or on my
walks in the

Why shouldn’t 1
M.ILA.
program, Visits to  historical
architecture in Minato City” to learn

occasional
neighborhood.
participate in the

more about my loving home city?
One day last year, rather
chilly and windy for late Octobet, a
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group of 18, including four
non-Japanese members, had an
opportunity to stroll around, led by
M.LA. volunteers Ms. Suzuki and
Ms. Kikuchi.  Thanks to their
well-prepared  arrangements, we
were given a clear and thoughtful
explanation by a tepresentative of
each place we visited.
Our  full-day
started at Zuisho4i temple in

excursion

Shirokane, then went on to the
Tokyo Metropolitan Teien  Art
Museum  (ancient tesidence of
Asaka), Takanawa

fire-station’s Nihon-enoki branch

Prince

and the Mita temple district, and
terminated at the Keio University
campus, known for its oratorical hall
and ancient library.
Zuisho-ji-temple’s  unique
double-roofed Dai-yuhoden Main
Hall was modeled in the style of
Buddhist templesduring the Ming
dynasty of China. The view
through its
Kuwaharazaka slope is outstanding;
The Tokyo

Teien Art Museum, or the ancient

main  gate  from

Metropolitan

residence of Prince Asaka, was
under repair and its beautiful outer
walls were still covered by the
scaffolding when we visited. The
whole building is in the “art deco”
style: every room is elaborately
designed and  decorated  with
breath-takingly beautiful ornaments.

A big campaign by the local
people saved the aged fire station
building from being demolished and
the beautiful ~watchtower has
survived, commanding a view of the
area, but with less function as a fire
lookout today:

Strolling along the slopes in
the Mita temple district, I felt as if 1
had stepped into a different sphere,
as time was passing leisurely and

silently here, having nothing to do
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with the redevelopment going on in
other patts of the city.

The ancient library of Keio
University reminded me of the
Marunouchi district where red-brick
walled buildings used to range.

The excursion inspired me
with a variety of interests and
impressions of the various spots we
visited. One common charactetistic
of those architectural works is that
they all integrate the current overseas

styles of the day with a style

ZL DFERNH Y HTTioxt SR T X appropriate to the Japanese
T HEENFEIEE HIEN ambiance and climate. Mita
720N, [(B&F :FE &1 Oratorial Hall of Keio Univ is a

good example. The hall was
constructed by Japanese catpenters who studied the references that the founder of the school, Fukuzawa Yukichi, had
collected through a friend then staying in the US. The resulting hall is a perfect work of mixed otigins: its intetior
makes you feel that you are in a church or public institution in the US. while its exterior maintains the Japanese
architectural tradition, with black roof tiles coveting stuccoed walls in the “namako” style. These elements of both
occidental and otiental cultures harmonize with one another, and even now after some 120 years since its completion,
the hall still serves as a venue for important speeches and rituals to award doctoral degrees.

I've convinced myself of the policy of Minato City that has been always ready to accept different cultures from
abroad.

Through my expetience on this excursion, 1 realized my ignorance about my own home city. The invitation
note for this little trip said that you wouldn’t need to go far to meet the treasures.  Why shouldn’t I go out more often
to discover these treasures? I am excited by the idea of mote discoveties in the vicinity and I shall be mote and more in
love with the city where I live.

[translated by: Y. Nakano]
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M.ILA. Chatting Room —Let’s talk over a cup of tea!
We vety much welcome your attendance at our M.LA. Chatting Room.  Every 20d Tuesday of each month is your time
to come across the mutual understanding and communication between Japanese and non-Japanese residents. Feel free to
visit the space, and please bring snacks of 200 yen worth with you. (Tel. 03-3578-3530)
March 13 (Tue.), 19:30 — 21:00, Minato City Hall 9% floor, #914
April 10 (Tue.), 19:30 — 21:00, Minato City Hall 9% floot, #911
May 8 (Tue.), 19:30 — 21:00, Minato City Hall 9% floot, #914
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Modem Japanese Architecture
—the allure of Kyodokaikan and how
to lay out a street

Ms. Nobuko SUZUKI (Japan)

In every country, there are some
buildings which make a town
appear affluent and attractive, and
have been loved by people down
through the years. For example, it
could be a church, 2 museum or a
coffee shop on a street corner.  On
the other hand, most of these
buildings have been demolished
without attracting anyone’ attention
and disappeared from the town.

In Shibaura whete 1 live now,
there is a wooden structure called
Kyodokaikan. Its appearance and
atmosphere draw one’ attention in
this rather rough scenery
surrounded by modern buildings.
It creates a mysterious feeling as if it
would lead us to a totally different
world. Kyodokaikan was
constructed in the 11% year of the
Showa era (1936) as a geisha
call-office, “kenbarn’, for the Shibaura
gay quarters. You may not be able
to imagine what it was. It was an
office that acted as an agent for
geisha.  “Kenban” still exist in
Asakusa and Mukojima, but the one
in Shibaura is the last which was
constructed before the war in Tokyo.
As a matter of fact, it was used as a
“kenban” for a very short petiod.
Since this building was put to use as
a facility for the Tokyo Ports and
Harbors Bureau after the wat, it was
relieved from economic trouble.
Then Kyodokaikan released a part of
building to the public and it became
a preferred location for filming TV
programs and movies. However,
Kyodokaifan has come to a cisis: it
will be demolished for

reconstruction. The main feature
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of Kyodokaikan is its modern
Japanese construction, which is a
mixture of construction techniques
from the Edo era and design
adopting the style and materials of
the West.
doors may be seen on all sides of
the building and produce a beautiful
harmony with the entrance, which is

Round-cornered glass

decorated with a powerful otiental
gable. The most wonderful point
is a grand hall on the second floor
up the beautiful curved stairway.
The floor area is covered by a
hundred tatami mats, with a 30-mat
stage (about 60 sq. m.) is made of
Japanese cypress, and a coffered
ceiling.  When it was a “kenban’,
young geisha rehearsed here. This
structute was built by the same
master carpenter who built the old
Meguro Gajo-en. If you go there,
you can see the pictures set into the
celling 'The building has stood for
more than 60 years without
reinforcement work. Taking this
fact into consideration, I think we
can keep this beautiful structure
thanks to intelligent planning at that
time. Many modern Japanese
structures were built all over the

country at the beginning of the

Showa era.  Kyodokaikan is the one of those constructed with good technique.

Wooden structures are rapidly disappearing from our neighborhood and
buildings are now being contructed of reinforced concrete. But people who
visit Kyodokaikan say “Time goes by very slowly here and I feel nostalgic.” This
may be the original scale of space in which we are comfortable. So this
construction attracts us and has been loved as a place of community. Beyond the
fact that it is famous or historically appreciated, it is important that we give a new
breath of life to things which can no longer be created. They have a different
value from newer things and we should protect their existence. I think it is the
right time to consider from new angles how to lay out streets and what a town
should be.

1-11 Shibaura, Tokyo

Shibaura exit

7 min. to Hamamatsucho from JR Tamachi station,

Homepage of Kyodokaikan
http: i i

www.asahi-net.of.

[translated by: Y: Morishita]
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A Travel Sketch
- The Baltic States (1) -

Ms. Sumie SATO (Japan)

My mother and I made a
8-day trip in October
1999 to visit some cities in the Baltic
States - Vilnius and Kaunas in
Lithuania, Riga in Latvia, and Tallin
in Estonia. ITet me share our
experience of those three Baltic
States, which used to be part of the
USSR, but are now independent
states.

We took Finnair to our first
stop at Helsinki. Helsinkis time
zone is 7 hours behind Japan. As
we had been advised that it would be
cold we came prepared with an
overcoat, long underwear, pants and
woolen sweater. When we artived
in Helsinki we found that we wete
over-prepared! It was cold outside
but once we got inside it was about
At first, 1
wished we had brought something
lichter to
temperature in the Baltic States was
between 5-10°C degrees and the
weather was very changeable — one

20 degrees centigrade.

weat. But the

moment it was sunny, then all of a
sudden, there would be thundert, rain,
and strong wind. So we did need
warm clothes after all.

We stayed in Helsinki overnight
and took a sightsecing bus around
the city. The leaves on the trees
were turning yellow. We quickly
went through the city and gained the
impression that Finland is an
The food was
good and inexpensive, and they had
We boiled

water in our hotel room to make tea.

affluent country:.
good drinking water.
It was so good!  After we came
back to Japan we enjoyed drinking

Twining’s Eatl Grey Tea which we
had brought back from Helsinki,
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and remembered our visit there. 1
should also add what I learned about
tea. There is an ingredient
which

apparently weakens the influenza

contained in tealeaves,
virus. Drinking tea ptrevents us
from catching a cold.
should drink tea everyday.

The next day we flew from
Helsinki to Vilnius in Lithuania, our
first destination in the Baltic States.
We lost another hour.  Vilnius is a
beautiful city —a Wotld Heritage city.

So we

The town is quiet, safe, and people
are friendly. It seemed the social
system has been developed based on
trust and honesty. For instance,
people just pay their fare when they
get on the bus and get off when
they arrive at their destination.
Nobody checks if each passenger
has paid the proper fare. But we
heard that there is a huge fine for
fare evasion when caught.

Therte is a lake in Vilnius and in
the middle of the lake stands the
beautiful Trakai Castle. 'The beauty
of the castle fascinated us. The
construction of the castle started in
the 14t century and was completed
in the era of King Vytautas. By the
castle there were shops selling amber.
We were told that they do not have
the technology to make fake amber,
so the amber sold at these shops ate
the genuine article.

In Vilnius, we learned of a
legend about amber. Appatently,
the God of Thunder called Perkunas
is considered the Great God in local
folklote. The God had a beautiful
daughter named Jurate who was a
God of the Lake. One day while
Jurate was taking a nap in her palace,
a fisherman named Kasptis was
catching fish.  Jurate was angry with
him and got out of the lake to go
after him. When she saw how

handsome he was she instantly fell in
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love with him and he with her, and
they lived happily together in the
palace. When  Jurates  father,
Perkunas discovered that Jurate had
fallen in love with a human being he
got very angty and made some
thunder so big that it destroyed the
palace.  Perkunas put Jurate in chains
at the bottom of the Lake and killed
him. The debtis
destroyed palace floated on the lake,
and legend says that those debris

from the

turned into big pieces of ambert,
while Jurate’s tears turned into small
pieces of ambert.

The thunder in this area is
tremendous. Our tour guide said
that she once encountered huge
thunder, which was as big as that
which was experienced in the
Shinjuku area last summer. She
said she was really terrified then and
thought of the Thunder God.

Our next destination was
We had visited Auschwitz,
Bitkenau/Auschwitz II - Birkenau,

Kaunas.

Mama yew Hill in Volgograd
(Russia), and Piskaryov Cemetery in
So this
time, one of the putposes of our

Moscow on previous trips.

trip was to visit the former Japanese
Consulate in Kaunas, where Chiune
Sugihara was working and a
memorial is built in his honour.
We were so impressed when we
stood in front of the consulate and

the memorial. We simply stood

for a while looking at the memorial of Sugihara (he is often referred to as “the
Schindler of Japan™) who at great risk to himself, made the decision to issue
Japanese visas to 5,000-6,000 Jewish people, so that they could escape from the
Navzis to the US through Siberia and Japan during World War II.

it was raining and we were only able to take pictures of the apartment Sugihara

Unfortunately

used to live in.  We were told that someone is now living in the apartment.
Cepelinai is a famous Lithuanian dish. It tastes like potato mwehi and is
All the dishes of the Baltic States appeal to Japanese taste buds.
There are a large variety of dishes, whose recipes are rather complicated. 1
remembetred what Mr. Nobuo Murakami (a well-known chef of the Imperial
Hotel in Tokyo) once said - “I want to learn to cook the dishes of this area (the
Baltic states), but because of the difficulty of these dishes, I expect my desire will
Continued to SW No. 30 [translated by: K. Sogi]

delicious.

remain just that”.
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<SW Editotial room>
A letter reached us from a reader of
the article, “The Natural Life of
Muslims,” contributed by Ms. Gonjo
that appeared in the SW #27 & #28.
‘Women’s Society of Iran,
“Samimi’

Ms. Maryam Mostofi (Iran)

Iranian _Parents

My Iranian father-in-law cherishes his family
very much and is always concemed about his wife.
After he retired from the work because of old age, he
has been helping her so kindly that he serves tea to
herwhen she is busy cooking. In addition, when | see
the couple sharing their laundering-work using an
old-fashioned electric washing machine in the garden,
| feel pleased to see such cooperation., “What a
wonderful pair they are!”

| used to hear from my husband that, when
he was an infant and went out with his father, the
father walked along picking up small crumbs which
had been dropped on the roadside and placing them
at the roots of the roadside trees and by the flowerpots
with a prayer that they not be stepped on, but that they
become food for small creatures, because he
believed ‘they are valuable edibles given by God!”

Iran and Islamic socety are often
misunderstood, but from the above heartwaming
story, itis hoped that you will understand well that Iran
is a nation that loves people, fosters a natural sense of
morality, accepts and believes a religion with many
reasonable regulations and prohibitions, just as other
nations who believe in different religions do.

By the way, | would like to take this occasion
to introduce “Samimi” Women's Society of Iran, in
which | participate. With the concept of enjoying
Iranian life, Samimi publishes a quartery bulletin
which has the purpose of exchanging various kinds of
information related to Iran and Japan, and also
introduces shopping guide news, various spots,
cooking recipes, parenting, medical news and
presents various personal opinions.

So, we welcome your information about

Iran.  Furthermore, we hope many women who are interested in Iran will read this “Quarterly.” For more

information, please write to the following address and enclose a postal reply stamp.
To: Samimi: 114-7, Washinosu, Sugito-cho, Kita-katsushika-gun, Saitama Prefecture 345-0002

Afin.: SW Secretariat

[translated by: N. Narita]
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From the "7th Youth Round-
table Discussion" in Hakone

Ms. Atsuko NONOGAKI (Japan)

On the 18" and 19®
November, the "7th Youth
Round Table Discussion” was held
in Hakone, where we could enjoy
the beautiful coloured leaves of
autumn. 1 have recently joined
MIA, and it was my first time to join
the program, and I enjoyed this
opportunity to meet and talk with
young  people
backgrounds.
The theme of the discussion

this time was "Gender", and all

from  vatious

members wete divided into 4 groups.
In my group we exchanged
comparative thoughts and views on
the ideal image for men and women,
considering the histories and cultural
backgrounds of Japan, China and
You may think Asian
countries being close to each other
similar

characteristics, however, these three

Korea.
in location, have

countties are quite diversified, and it
was interesting to learn of many
differences, which I had not known
of before.

From my view as a Japanese
woman I found Chinese couples
share domestic roles equally, while
Korean and Japanese couples seem
to divide men and women's
domestic roles more distinctly.  For
example there is the widely held
view that "men should not enter the
kitchen".

influences this difference. It seems

Perhaps  Confucianism

Korean and Japanese men still feel
reluctant to welcome the fact that
women wotk outside the home.
But I also found this phenomenon
to show that Korean and Japanese
men tend to accept more

responsibility for their family, and so
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it is difficult to say which is the better
stance.

In China, because of the wide
gap between the income of the
workers in the city and the provinces,
it is easier to keep Chinese-speaking
helpers at  home as it is
comparatively inexpensive, and they
are able to cover the household
affairs.  While in Korea and Japan
this rational system is not supported.
Korean and Japanese are mote
conservative, and feel they want to

manage their own household affairs,

without help from outsiders.
Again, an  influence of
Confucianism!?

But when we look back at
history, we find that Confucianism
originated in China, so it is
interesting that China appears the
most rational of the three countries.
I think this also reflects the
characteristics of each country, and
how they digest and absorb the
elements of their respective cultures.

During the discussion, I was

impressed that the Japanese TV

drama "Oshin" and its main character have been so well received by the Korean
and Chinese patticipants. 1 guess they were shocked that they can't find any
"Oshin" among today's Japanese women! But it seemed "Oshin" is not so
popular among Japanese participants. . .or, maybe it was just difficult for them to
tell the truth in front of three Japanese women!?

A few years ago, I read in a newspaper an interesting contribution by an old
woman from the Meiji era. She was scolding of a young woman who had
criticized modern Japanese men. I found her words impressive, "Women of
the Meiji era looked to following their men, while supporting them at the same
time, and by so doing were in fact leading men by using this strategy."

It sounded good when I first heard the words “Ladies first,” but for myself
T also find that thete is a sense of beauty in "staying one step behind". These
days there are various kinds of thoughts and styles, which have been introduced
over the decades, and Japanese society is still in the process of transition. Now I
want to look at our culture again and ascettain what we should accept and

promote for the benefit of others and myself.
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MIA Youth Program
NIS
(Nishimachi International School)
- Visiting NIS Winter Concert -

Ms. Mariko ABE (Japan)
(2nd Grade, Junior High School)

I really enjoyed the whole
program again this year. I found
some effective  arrangements
which were changed from last
year’s program, such as singing
with separated parts. But the smile
of the students was the same as
previously. It was touching to see
every student singing gently and
joytully.

After  the
volunteer from MIA watching the
small children said “Shall we take a
photo together with them?” And
she asked the children and we took
photos together. As I watched her

concert, the

actions, I thought that I would try
to talk positively to the children
next year.

Starting with the visit to the
Cambodian Embassy, this was my
40 time to join MIA Youth
Program. When 1 visited the
Brazilian Embassy, I watched a
video and was impressed by the
way in which Brazilian people try
to understand individual character
and cooperate together. It was a
very enjoyable experience. I would
like to take part in events like this
more and more.

I wish to express my thanks
to the people at NIS and MIA's
volunteer staff members who

took us there.

[translated by: A. Nonogaki]
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MIA Youth Program
NIS
(Nishimachi International School)
- School in the evening -

Ms. Hitomi KUROKAWA
(Japan) (3rd Grade, High School)

Since I have been educated in
the Japanese system, it was a
surprise to know that school
events are held in the evening
When we hear "Evening school,"
it may not be only myself who is
stories."

reminded of "ghost

But the school house full of
people was far from a "ghost
story"; it was full of cheerfulness,
joyfulness ~ and

Moreover, although it was on a

excitement.

weekday, the evening hour of the
concert enabled many fathers to
attend.  When I saw the audience
at a glance, I felt the ratio of men
to women was 50/50.

Nowadays, Japanese children
are raised mainly without fathers
and this has been questioned. I
think that changing the time of
school events to the evening
would be one method of
improving this situation.

I appreciate MIA's volunteer
staff members who gave me the
opportunity to join this pleasant

event.

[translated by: A. Nonogaki]
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Recipe
-Fried beef with vegetables and saifun noodles-

Ms. Kumiko Sakata (Japan)

Being very fond of eating, drinking &
cooking, in_June last year I belped to establish
the Waorld Kitchen Circle for International
Exchange in Zushi city.  So far I have
organized sixc lessons. Throngh this columm,
over the next months, 1 would like to share
some of the recipes.

To start off with, I would like to share
a recipe provided by a Korean lady who I met
through MLA’ Foreigners’ Adisory Service
desk.  Looking for something to do in her
Spare tinse, she helped us a lot at the beginning,
and kindly gave us a special lesson in making
“Kimnchi” at her home.  Please try cooking
this Korean dish and enjoy it at hone.

A Korean Dish by Ryu Chu Poh
(Takanawa)

Ingredients (serves 4 people)

1 packet vermicelli (saifun noodles /
harusame) (Soak in water)

1 carrot

1 onion

1 bunch of spinach

1 bunch of spring onions

30 g cloud ear mushrooms

200g sliced beef (marinated in a
mixture of soy sauce, chopped gatlic,
sesame seeds, pepper and sesame oil)

3 eggs

soy sauce, sesame seeds, pepper, salt,

sugar, sesame oil (to taste)

Preparation
1. Blanch the spinach.

2. Heat a frying pan and fry beef in
some sesame oil.

3. Remove the meat from the pan,
and fry spinach (1) in meat juice
(2), and put aside.

4.  Separate the eggs, cooking the
yolk and the egg white separately,
like a crepe, then shred them.

5. Cutall the remaining ingredients
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into julienne strips 3 cm long,
and fry them in sesame oil.

6. Put all the ingredients, except the
fried eggs, into a big bowl and
mix with soy sauce, sesame seeds,
sugar, peppet, salt and sesame oil.

7. Place (6) on a plate and decorate
with shredded fried eggs.

As well as Korean cooking, the gromp
has also experienced Moroccan, Hamwaiian,
Okinawan, — Argentinean — and ~ Russian
cooking.  And in Febrnary we have been
prowised a Chinese cooking lesson from M.
Lshit, an MLA menber, who translated this
article in Chinese. 1 am certainly enjoying
the  international ~and  local  exchanges

expperienced through the cooking circle.

Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging all kinds of various
opinions with people, those who
have  different  cultures  or
backgrounds, in the “South Wind,”
we hope we are able to recognize
diversity of our society and deepen
our mutual understanding and
friendship with each other. Please
take full advantage of this
opportunity to  express  your

opinions!

How to contribute:
Please write your essay in Japanese,
English or Chinese.

To send at:

C/O South Wind Editotial Room,
Minato International Association
Minato City Hall 8" Floot, 1-5-25
Shibakoen, Minato-ku, Tokyo
105-8511 (Fax:03-3578-3537)
E-mail:
s-wind@minato-int-assn.gt.jp
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A Look into Minato City
The Tombs of the Feudal Lords
@

Jissoji Temple - Tomb of Oman, Concubine

of Lord HOSHINA Masayuki —

M. Koichi Naka (Japan)

ur visit today is to Jissoji

Temple of the Jodo sect of
Buddhism. It is the second temple
you find on the right at the top of
Hijirizaka, or Saints’ slope. You may
miss it since the temple building is
situated away from the street and
you walk down a stone-paved alley
to face a cozy main hall. There, you
may feel all of a sudden you live in
the 17t century.

The graveyard extends to the
right of the hall As you pass
through the entrance, an outstanding
roofed square tombstone comes
into view. The two-meter high, 0.7m
wide stone stands as if reigning over
the other gravestones. On it is
engraved, “Tomb of Seiko-in”.

Eleven roofed or gabled
gravestones stretch to the right and
left of it, all belonging to the family
of Lord HOSHINA Masayuki of
the 230,000-goku (one goku is
equivalent to an area of land yielding
approximately 180 liters of rice)
Aizu Province (present Fukushima
Pref).

Did you watch the NHK TV
drama, ““ Three generations of the
Hollyhock” last year? The hollyhock
is the Tokugawa family crest, hence,
this was the story of the first three

Shoguns of Edo.
The  second  Shogun,
Hidetada, was the henpecked

husband of his elder spouse Ogo,
who was the youngest of the three
famed beauties--daughters of Lord
Asai. He did not venture to have an
official concubine throughout his life.
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When one of his lady attendants
bore his son , he decided to protect
the boy, Komatsu, from the jealousy
of his wife, Ogo, and had
HOSHINA Masamitsu, lord of
Takato in Shinshu (present Nagano
Pref’), adopt him.

Komatsu grew up as
HOSHINA Masayuki and was
bestowed the 230,000-goku Aizu
province by the third Shogun
Iemitsu, his half brother. Lying in
his deathbed, Shogun Iemitsu asked
Masayuki to assist letsuna, who was
to succeed to the Shogunate at the
age of 14. Accordingly, Masayuki
faithful ~ Bakufu
administrator for some 10 years until
his nephew, the fourth Shogun
Tetsuna, matured.

Masayuki also proved to be a
successful administrator as the lord
of his province, Aizu, for which he
is still known today. As a matter of
fact, he founded the traditional spirit
of Aizu samurai that would last il
the end of the Edo period, when
the young samurai group, Byakkotai
or White Tiger, fought to the death
in support of the Shogunate. He

served as a

was deified and the shrine remains in
Aizu in his memory.

Jissoji  temple was the
HOSHINA family’s temple in Edo.
It was Masayoshi’s concubine Oman,
posthumously known as Seiko-in,
who rebuilt the temple. She tests in
peace in the gigantic tomb that we
now face. She was the most
important sponsot of the temple,
privileged with a better location than
the main hall.

Oman was bom to the
family of Shinto priest FUJIKI in
Shimogamo, Kyoto. She served as a
lady-in-waiting to Tofukumon-in
Kazuko, spouse of the 108"
Emperor Gomizuno. Kazuko was a

younger sister of the third Shogun
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Iemitsu. Kazuko proposed her half
brother HOSHINA Masayuki to
marry Oman when Masayukis wife
passed away.

Masayuki had a few official
concubines and Oman became the
most powerful one among them, as
she gave birth to the heir of the
family, Masatsune.

One day our Oman became
the protagonist of a great scandal
that could have destroyed the family.

Haruko,
daughter, was the wife of UESUGI
"Tsunamasa, lord of the
150,000-goku

Yonezawa (present Yamagata Pref)).

Oman’s own

province of

Tomiko, a sister of Tsunamasa, was
the wife of KIRA Kozukenosuke.
Tsunamasa was to die young before
having an heir in the world.
Consequently the eldest son of the
KIRA family was adopted as the
UESUGI family heir. This is the
background of the intimate relations
between these two families that
appear in “Chushingura,” the story
of the 47 faithful samurai and their
revenge. There are reminders of the
episodes of “‘Chushingura” here and
there in Minato City.

The incident emerged with
the sudden death of Haruko, or
Madame UESUGI, who was
poisoned. The investigation found
that Oman had poisoned her own
daughter by accident.

The story started when a
Sumahime,
younger half-sister of Haruko, and
MAEDA Tsunanoti, lord of the
1,000,000-goku  province of Kaga
Ishikawa
arranged. Oman was not happy to
know that the daughter of another
would matry TLord
MAEDA, who was ficher than the
husband of her own daughter
Haruko. The MAEDA family was

martiage  between

(present Pref)  was

concubine
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S FE2E N SN A2k the richest among some 260 local lords in the country. Oman’s jealousy
T L5, REIIFLEL A swelled to the point that she decided to murder Sumahime before the
ZAICEED LT o s martiage.
FL- L) T ARF—EOY) One day Masayuki, father of Madame UESUGU and Sumahime,
WFkbE, Frids T 5L invited his two daughters for a meal. Oman arranged the personal table of
BORBOakEiLekicid poisoned dishes for Sumahime at her intended seat, which was ranked lower
TWEEFBIZE,F AL LY than her elder sister’s. However, Masayuki took the hands of Sumahime
"EHTT, himself and led her to the place intended for his eldet daughter. He said that
TR E —7R D RO K [BIC, even though she was younger, Sumahime deserved the higher-ranked seat
WIRELY»—2 b5, [REE, since she was going to be the spouse of the number one lord. Madame
SMERR] LETRIN TS, UESUGI was completely ignorant of her mother’s intentions and ate the
ARt S OF TR INE /1)
AR AR A K (VS 2R ANE 2 and passed away two days later at the age of 18.
LW o b I ND e F Lotd Masayuki was enraged at the unnatural death of his daughter

NIRATT . and interrogated everyone in the house. More than ten vassals and medical
BITRABZ LT BB
THTH, B2 U IEA,
l6F] DELH T L) LEL

LNBEFTT, Eaar v 28 Oman, the leader of the plot, escaped death because it was thought

BHSHAE T, 2o Za ko that she should be honored as the mother of the heir and that she had lost
BB G AL BERA

dishes originally prepared for Sumahime. She started suffering that evening

doctors of the family were sentenced to death by decapitation or harakiri
(ritual disembowelment), and they were followed by some additional 70 men

and women.

her daughter by her own mistake. But she was shut up in a house. The

Kol confinement lasted until Masayuki passed away and her son Masatsune
(: TREARAo KRG %] ¥ succeeded him.
WoTd, FENENIE, K The mentality of a woman like Oman may have been beyond the

DHe. BFFISH Y P understanding of Masayuki, one of the brightest lords. If this kind of
BHOBEHF o HHOFIET, incident had happened in another lord’s family, it would have resulted in total
AR LGIPIcEL 2 e & ruin. Masayuki was a brother of the former Shogun and an administrator
BTN T AZCTLD b assisting the Shogun of the time. His position probably saved his life and
DHG ) allowed the HOSHINA familv to remain.

On the gravestone of Seiko-in is engraved simply “born in capital in the 1% year of Gennna (1620) and deceased in

Edo in the 34 year of Genroku (1690).” It seems that women of Kyoto appeared as tough as they are today. But her
posthumous name Seiko-in or Saint Beam doesn’t indicate the bloody incident during her life at all.

All the tombstones sutrounding Seiko-in’s are only about 1.5m high. I try to read the engraved letters on them.
Four of them ate for the concubines of Masayuki, five for his children who died young, Each one holds the names of
their parents and dates of birth and death. Some bear condolences in Chinese poetty.

The average life expectancy of people during the Edo petiod was much shorter than today. Many children born to
better-off families of nobility and feudal lotrds passed away as infants. They seem to have been the victims of lead
contained in the powder that their wet nurses used to cover even the breasts with which they fed them. I feel pity for those
infants of the HOSHINA family who wete licking the lead while sucking the milk from their nannies’ breasts.

I noticed a very small tomb included among those for HOSHINA family. It indicates the name of the deceased
simply as Mr. TAKAMATSU Shigeyoshi, a samurai of Aizu province.

Why was a servant butied together with his lords family? Was it transferred from somewhere else? The
moss-covered stone keeps silent to my questions. The passage of time has left everything an enigma.

I bowed again at this group of gravestones and returned to the 21 century:

Note: Most of the graves of the feudal lords themselves are found in their governing provinces. Often their stupas wete
built in their family graveyards in Edo instead. But their families, who were forced to stay in Edo by the Shogunate decree,
were buried there.

[translated by: Y. Nakano]
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All Directions of Bangkok
From Thailand — A Pleasing Country

(6)
The Thai Language is not easy!

Mt. Masami IWAFUNE (Japan)

[December 19, 2000]

One day one of the Thai staff
said to me “Fune-san, you
always make mistakes in your word

otder when you speak Thai, but zai
pen rai (dont worry), 1 can get your

point anyway” ~ “Oh, nol” I
groaned.
Now I know why it5 a little bit

hard for me to get my Thai across to
the people outside of the office.
Our staff have become used to the
broken Thai I spoke. They have
worked out what I'm trying to say,
probably sometimes calling upon
And while I
appreciate their efforts as it helps to

their imagination.

speed up our work; on the other
hand, 'm afraid it doesn’t help me
when it comes to improving my
Thai. Because the staff is kind
enough to try and understand what I
want to say, without cortecting me, I
can’t tell whether or not my
expressions are cortect or not.  The
Thai staff seem to follow three
steps: - they patiently listen to my
"Thai, then shuffle the words into the
right order, and finally get the
Like wotking out a
Not an easy task for them

meaning of it.
puzzle.
at alll
What should I do then? 1
thought it over for some time and
came to the conclusion that I should
memortize the correct sentences with
the right pronunciation and the right
thythm!
language tapes to help me along

So I bought some Thai

To be honest with you, I wondered

whether it wasnt a waste of time
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and money, consideting that I live in
the center of Thailand, and therefore
should have plenty of opportunity to
practice my Thai  However, I
thought that in any language, people
dont usually speak without making

some grammatical mistake, do they?

EHIFERM A AL E © Y2 And there are quite a few omissions
g7 Rid . WA K and shng in everyday conversation.
2k, AR, ZAZ—F  And while learning conversational Thai
7 TUEAEBBIL4 NHAAN s interesting, my goal is to learn correct

S0 TN PRIEBRIKIRHIATHR
— N AHEC A, TR

and polite Thai first.
Anyway, like all good intentions, I

1EfFo have a long road ahead of me!
<EAXH> On a certain day in a certain month
XRFRERRS IR N A friend of mine came from

Tl iR. —LMEE—14  Japan and I took him to the weekend
Mo Akl AEEAEEE HEME market, which is huge, with hundreds
B . fEAE IT RLVER. K of stalls selling  everything from
REAZINE AR R AR N clothes, general goods, garden plants,

FRAMREBRIT. REEBINZF  to animals.  While there 1 found
BHAFEFE o something I'd wanted to try for a while
HERZE 2001 FFdMFAF | -. deep-fried green caterpillars seasoned
[B% : B 7%] with naam plaa and other spices. 1

didn’t get a chance to try this local
delicacy when I was in North Thailand long ago, and I've been looking out for
I was told that a small plastic bag of fried caterpillars would cost 30
baht (approximately 80 yen), so I wasted no time in buying some. While buying

them since.

them I heard a voice saying in Japanese, “Oh, deat, look what he’ buying. Is he
going to eat them? ”  When I turned around, I saw two young Japanese gitls,
I don't think they realized that I was Japanese, and 1
said in Japanese with a big smile  “Yes, I'm going to eat them.” They looked
They
followed my friend and me and asked, “Does it taste good?”” I offered one and
said, “I've never tried them before, but I've heard that they’re good. Would you
like one?”  The gitls were keen to try, so the four of us, all Japanese, shared this
They tasted something like rich kappa-cbisen’ (a

who looked like toutists.

surptised and confused and wete probably wondering “Is he Japaneser”

Thai tasting expetience.
Japanese snack made from powdered shrimp and flour) Theyte not bad, but
not good, either. They probably taste best with beer.

I went out for dinner with a Thai friend, who works for a company in the
IT business. While drinking beer and enjoying o yam fung, he said, “Our
company is having a hard time re-structuring” Competition from foreign
capital is said to be severe.

Knowing that we’re both going to be busy throughout the year, when we
parted at midnight we made a promise to make sure we get together again in the
fnew year.

I wish you all a very rewarding 2001!
Luckl)”

As they say in Thai “chookdi/ (Good
[translated by: M. Kawashima]
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A Letter from New Zealand
17
Hello From Aotearoa

Ms. Yayoi Sotoishi (Japan)
yayoi@hello.to

[December 22,2000]

am certain that most of us

Japanese people have had the
expetience of being addressed in
Japanese in such phrases as

Ogennki-desuka?’,

meaning ‘Hellol How are you

‘Kon-nichi-wal

today?” by strangers, when they wete
in overseas countries.

The notice of information for
safety issued by the Ministty of
Foreign Affairs warns us, ‘Watch out
for people who apptoach you kindly
in foreign countries’ and has been
repeatedly broadcast, 1 believe.
However if we keep to the warning
without fail, we may miss the chance
of Ichi-Go Ichi-E; literally, the
precious opportunity to meet others
in our ilife.

Apart from Kon-nichi-wa,
how do you fespond when some
stranger asks you ‘How ate you?” In
Japanese society we never expetience
being addressed by strangers, ‘How
are your’ Would you ignore them
and follow the provetb says, “A wise
man keeps out of danger’”?

Here in New Zealand, even if
we are strangers or at our first
meeting with someone, we start
exchanging greetings such as ‘Hil
How are you?” It is no exaggeration
to say that we cannot start doing
anything without exchanging these
kinds of greetings; when we talk
with a cletk at the window at the
bank, at the checkout counter at a
supermarket, at a store or on the
phone, even though we do not
know who the person might be.

In Japan, on the other hand,
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how many Japanese people return
the greetings which salespeople give
them such as, ‘What can I do for you?’,
‘Good morning’ or ‘Thank you very
much’ Greetings in the commercial
field can be a kind of one-way traffic;
that is, people who give greetings and
people who receive them, since
customers are considered as ‘God’,
namely a number one priority. In Japan
we tespect manners and say that the
base of communication with othets
begins with greetings and finishes with
greetings. However I believe this rule is
definitely not applied to strangers or
people with whom we are not familiar,
but only to people who ate friends or
acquaintances.

Concerning myself, I used to smile
and then ignote others’ greetings most
of the time, on pethaps 80% of the
occasions before 1 adopted the New
Zealanders’ way. Now that 1 teach

Japanese language to New Zealanders,

I realize that most of the people whose greetings 1 had neglected to respond to

had no ulterior motives and wete just giving me customary greetings.
In teaching Japanese to New Zealanders I have the problem of translating

the greetings of their style into Japanese when they are just starting to learn.  If T

try to avoid misunderstanding and being impolite, the

expression

‘Ogenki-desu-ka?” may not be suitable for the person who we meet for the first

time.

I should consider that it might be better for me to teach my students not

to use these words at the very first meetings.

It is often pointed out that various kinds of services done in Japan are

excessive.

But I frequently say “Thank you!” with an excited feeling of joy when

I treceive Japanese style services after being away from Japan for a while.
Recently I find that my living envitonment can be made brighter with a little
prudent care since we are now living in the 21% century and the time to
communicate with others tends to be reduced, thanks to the development of

information technology:

[translated by: Y. Tsukuda]
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A Letter
from the U.S.A.

(27)

Ms. STEPHENS Harumi

[January 6, 2001]

As your aitplane apptoaches

the Atlanta airport, the vast
stretch of land mostly covered with
trees is the first thing you may notice
about the city.  If Adanta is the first
US city you visit or see for the first
time, it can be a breath taking sight,
especially for a Japanese. Once you
are on the ground, you may feel
envious of the abundance of land
we have here. As you approach
downtown Atlanta, the six-lane
highway would probably amaze you.
Most Japanese cannot believe it
when I tell them that the six-lane
highway becomes a patking lot

during rush hours.
The public
here in Atlanta compates little with

transportation

the public transportation systems in
Japanese cities.  Subways and buses
often fail to go much beyond the
city limits.  Instead of public
transportation, wide paved roads
and highways spread all over the city.
Cars are the primary means of
Atlanta is not

necessarily unique in this respect.

transportation here.

If you do not own a cat, it would be
extremely inconvenient to live in
almost any city in the States.

A typical American
household buys groceties and other
household  items in  bulk
Americans are convinced that bulk
purchase is a better way to buy and
eliminates frequent trips to stores.
As gardening and making home
improvements became very popular
in the States, Sports Utility Vehicles
(SUVs), mini vans, and pick up
trucks gained popularity as well. A
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SUV, pick up truck, or mini van would be perfect for
such shopping needs.

Last year 17 million cars were sold in the States.
The US auto industry points out that the trend is on
SUVs, pick up trucks, and mini vans. Morte and more,
it is becoming the norm to see SUVs dtiven to work
these days. At school parking lots, you see more mini
vans as the latest transportation mode to pick up kids.

As much as it is a necessity, for some Americans,
the car is also a fashion statement and a status symbol.
It is probably not an exaggeration to say that the car has
always played one of the most important roles in the
Last fall, the US auto

industry released new models of bigger, more expensive

history of Amertican culture.
cars.  The Industry is hoping to convince more
Americans of the utility of their latest “toy”” Neither
the higher gas prices nor the higher loan interest rates
will probably slow the sales of SUVs, mini vans, and
pick up trucks. Needless to say, men are probably
morte conscious of what kind of cars they drive than
“The
difference between men and boys is the price of the toys

women are. Someone once told me this.

they have.”

BASETEETL / “Let’s Chat in Japanese”
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If you do not have any opportunities to speak it out in spite of studying Japanese, or if you want
to make friends, and have an interest in discussion / exchanging opinions, you are welcome to
join our LCJ, “Let’s Chat in Japanese,” meeting. We have intermediate and advanced levels.
Let’s have a great fun with us as chatting in Japanese!!

Date: Saturdays, March 17, April 21 and May 19

Time: from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Post-Script

South Wind has had many
regular

inauguration in 1994, when we were

issues  since  its

not even certain that it would
survive into the 21% century. It
owes its life to the contributors of
articles, faithful and hard-working
translators and proofteaders, and its
readets who have warmly suppotted
us.

On the occasion of its first
issue in the new century, I would like
to take this opportunity to confirm
the original aim of this publication
and the viewpoint that we should
continue to uphold.

The Minato International
Association consists of more than
700 members and each one of them
tries to join in various activities as a
KOKUSAI-JIN,

internationally oriented person,

or an

based on voluntarism. What do
you propose as the conditions vital
to being a true KOKUSAI-JIN?
South Wind started with an atticle
posing a question “What is
KOKUSAI-KORYU, ot
International Exchange?” We
organized a panel to discuss this
subject and presented the
All the

panelists agreed that the most

discussions in the 284 issue.

essential point is to deepen
individual understanding of the
different cultures of different people
living on our globe. But cultures
cannot be determined or
standardized according to region or
country. Every one in the world
has cultivated his/her own culture.
If every human creature knows how
to respect the individual’s culture,
wotld peace would be possible.
Our history proves that we have
Each

person judges and evaluates others

stayed far from this ideal.
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PRV MQE 7 TR AOL VRSN 2 1 oSk T, EEMOE LR and things based on his/her own
W EERABICRELE9 70 FEVEXE BT AR, sense of values.

D ARSI g S Q72 E OO . Xk 4 South Wind offers a space for
ZEIZLTWET, C g communication among  all  its
A IR =E
21 D, BEENE DIk - readers
DEBHE, BHEIZ, Jasd It should be the place to
I .

e 2525 L, ZH S Ol AL !ﬁ[:;é ;t#ﬁ;:]?' exchange the values that everyone
BlaRETHLIDEZALLT, ' believes in, wishing for a better and
YUAY 4 REEH LTV more peaceful world.  The editorial
72T AUEEEN T, room would like to observe this
discipline and gives priortity to

WER . YR articles that may lead readers to an

awareness of new values, when it
has to choose articles to appear in
South Wind from among those
contributed.
In the 21 century, we hope
@ that you make best use of South
Wind, opening your mind even
wider to enjoy and be receptive to a

U/ “) u, \“) m vatiety of values, as well as

communicating your own values.

Editor in Chief:
Yoshiko NAKANO
FEETRYLERR / “Let’s Rediscover Japan”
HEXEBEASIR A Tl JGBECIA N SRR 0S2mA % (BT ET,

HAIZOWT, HioTHDEHSTNTEH, FEREEL T \5_&5%57)%Lniﬂifu 2, WAL
BHHZET, BARDZEANDI EL B0 LILER A,
ZOT T T LTI, Eal, A—h— B3 — DO TR £, AL — I —DEBREEHKIZT TR, &
& RO 7)—F 4 2T a O H £,
BURA RO )7, O BMKTIEEW, FILWERNHLINE LI ER A,
HIZH:3A17B(X).4H218(x).5A198 (1) F#% 185305 ~ 3305
1B A =EANNFT—IL AR—ZX D(ERZ 4-1-23)

This program is for rediscovering Japan conducted in English. The meeting is held on every
third Saturday.
Can you fully and confidently express yourself in discussing Japan and your own country? There
may be some things you have overlooked or features which you will want to reexamine after
hearing someone else’s ideas.
The meeting will include time for a free discussion between participants.
Everyone is welcome.

Date: Saturdays, March 17, April 21 and May 19

Time: from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mita NN Hall, Space D, 4-1-23 Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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BT LOEX, TR ZNHEX My loving Minato City (7S A Mr. Nobuhito Kiyosawa) ........c.cceeeeeveereeieeiiiennenns 1
AT RS, VT H AR KUK £ 35 Modern Japanese Architecture (#5415 -~'Ms. Nobuko Suzuki)

2OV ZERATRE (1) /B2 =/NEd#d (1) ATravel Sketch — The Baltic States (1) (f£7%3" AT Ms. Sumie Sato) ........ 6
Women’s Society of Iran, “Samimi” (Y)YA-EAN7 1, Ms. Maryam MOSLOM) ......cvunerereeiiieeiiiieeiiieeeiieeeeiieeeaeesaieeeaes cerennas 9
Youth B RAH#E /& 4 U2 i 42/ The “7th Youth Roundtable Discussion” (¥ % %21 Ms. Atsuko Nonogaki) ...10
/04 EEE R EZ, MIA Youth Program (R BREL-T-- BJI|O & A Ms. Mariko Abe, Ms. Hitomi Kurokawa) ........... 12
BEBLL ik Recipe (BRI /A ZE T/ Ms. KUMIKO SAKALA) ......vvveeeeeiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaie e e e e e e e e e 14
#X A Look into Minato City (7c7> Z 9015/ Mr. KoIChi NAK) .....eevviiiiiieeeeeeeeieeitiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e e et 16
N3y OMITNIT LA I\ J5 /Al Directions of Bangkok CEARTESE Mr. Masami IWafune) ........cceeeeeeeeevvvvvvvvneneen. 20
Za—Y =Y NEY NI From New Zealand  (JMFFRAEMs. Yayoi SOtoishi) .........eeuveeiiireerriiiiieenieeeeeeiiiees 22
T AV HEY S EENIIC A Letter from the USA. (A74=7" VA /W3 Ms. Harumi Stephens) .........cceeeeeeeeveevvvneeeeeeenneinenn, 24
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