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Who Feeds the Earth?
Abird’'s-eye view of
environmental problems in China

Mr. Shyo SAKATA (Japan)

Six years ago, Mr. Lester R. Brown,
Director of Worldwatch Institute, a
U.S. environmental think tank, published
a thesis under the title, “Who Feeds
China?" In it, he forecasted that, due to
China’s continuing high economic growth,
the country would have to import more
than three hundred million tons of cereals
from all over the world in the 2030's.
While this was shocking enough to make
it newsworthy and a sufficient warning for
the twenty-first century, it seemed be
“somebody else’s problem” or, as the
Japanese say, “a fire on the other side of
the river”  So | tried to expand the ideas
in Mr. Brown'’s thesis to “Who Feeds the
Earth?” by considering the environmental
destruction in China on a global scale,
since earth is the biosphere supporting
human life. Before thinking about the
environmental  problems in  China,
however, it is essential to grasp the
following facts.

The population is still growing.

The population in China seems to
have stabilized at around 1.2 billion
(approximately 20% of the earth’s entire
population) due to the success of the
“only one child policy’ carried out since
1979. However, as the existence of 15
million Yamik-ko (children born with no
family register) has been confirmed and
the population is increasing by more than
twelve million annually (a figure equivalent
to the population of Tokyo), China's
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present population must be almost 1.3
bilion—a real population explosion.
Chongging, the world’s largest city with a
population of 30 million, is representative.
A number of people equivalent to the
entire population of Japan has been
moving in China and we should also note
that a similar number of people has
become surplus labor in farming areas.
According to a United Nations’ forecast,
the Chinese population will reach 1.6
billion by 2050.

Afood crisis is approaching.

In 1996, food production in China
was five hundred milion tons or a bit
more. It is estimated that the population
will reach 1.4 bilion by 2010 and food
production will be 550 milion tons, so
there will be no worry about a food crisis
for the present.  However, as a result of
drought and over-development, the land
has been getting poorer. Every year, the
desertification of 2,460 square kilometers,
an area larger than Kanagawa Prefecture,
has forced a three-million-ton decrease in
food production. This foretells a food
crisis in the near future.  On top of that,
land not suitable for cultivation (deserts
parched, arid land, land damaged by salt
water and so on) has expanded to 27%
of all land in China (an area about seven
times that of Japan).

Water resources have dried up.
The water storage capacty has
deteriorated ~ sharply  because  of
excessive pumping of subterranean water,
not only to supply the rapidly increasing
population, but to fil up lakes and
marshes in order to increase the land for
housing and farms.  On top of that, due
to outng down of forests and
over-development along large river
basins, the land has lost the capacity to
store water, and therefore, about 300
cities including Beijing, Tianjin and Jinan
have been plagued with water shortages.
According to statistics in 1992, forest
area in China has decreased to as little as
13.9% of the whole land.  As a result, in
upstream areas of the two large rivers,
the Yellow River and the Changjian
(Yangzi) River, soil has been flowing, and
downstream, the accumulated earth
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and sand have raised the riverbeds,
causing flooding and water shortages.
The year before last, the
Changjiang River overflowed for the first
time in 44 years, victimizing 1,320 people.
Because of this, the Govemment of
China has prohibited the cutting of forests.
However, this seems lke a measure
taken too late and, as it will take away
jobs from the several tens thousands of
logging workers in the forests, further
development is viewed with skepticism.

Economic growth and energy

For the last several years, despite
the low growth in advanced countries like
Japan, China has achieved economic
growth exceeding 10% annually, and this
growth is supported by energy,
represented by electricity.  China has
had to rely on easily available, cheap
resources to be intemationally competitive.
Consequently,  75%  of  energy
consumption in China depends on peat
sprinkled with sulfur dioxide which causes
acid rain (data indicates that about a
quarter of the damage caused by acid
rain in Japan is due to China).

On the other hand, the number of
cars will keep increasing every year along
with economic growth. It is said that
there are just under 20 milion cars at
present, but that by 2010 there will be 40
million, which will consume 90 million tons
of petroleum—1.4 times as much as
Japan. In carbon dioxide emissions, a
leading cause of global warming, China
already ranks second in the world next to
the U.S.A. (according to statistics, in 1995
it was 13.8%). Having reviewed the
four factors causing the environmental
problems in China, it seems unnecessary
to explain how critical the present situation
is.  More important is that all four factors
affect not only China, but the whole earth
as well as the future of all human beings.
In other words, China could cause the
extinction of mankind.

Let's combine the wisdom of all
mankind

If we consider the facts mentioned above,
together with the wamings that by 2060
we will use up the fossil fuel supply
(petroleum, coal and natural gas) and
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that by 2200—unless something is done
to improve the situation—human beings
will be suffocated by the density of carbon
dioxide in the air, which is expected to
exceed 4%, it will become clear just how
meaningless it is to compete for
hegemony and to call each other's bluff
by carrying out nuclear tests.

It is high time to try to get out of this
desperate fix, rising above borders, races,
religions, advantages and disadvantages.
And so, what we have to do now is to
gather wisdom and funds from all over
the world to change China into the world's
largest food supply base.

It would be useful to carry out tests
of solar energy, already started by Japan,
in China’s northwestemn desert area and
to construct a food base (the Sik Road
Genesis Project), utilizing the energy on a
worldwide scale. It would also be
effective to prevent desertification by
introducing underground dam technology

(to create underground reservoirs
beneath the desert to prevent
evaporation) in  Sahel, called the

“starvation belt’” of West Africa; this
technology has also been tested by
Japan.

As to energy resources, the
wind-generated energy, which has been
put to practical use in California, U.S.A.
and some other places, would be the best
in terms of clean energy. In Califomia,
for instance, 13,000 windmills generate
29 bilion kW of electric power. By
setting up only four windmills in a stormy
area in China, we could generate about
700,000 kW, equal to the electric power
generated by one thermal power plant, a
main source of air pollution.

Thus, if the advanced nations offered
their advanced technologies voluntarily to
equip the infrastructures in China and had
a good command of agricultural
biotechnology, we might stop the ruin of
human race.

Luckily, the Summit Conference,
originally set up to discuss such matters

of life and death for humankind, will be held in Okinawa in July. Hopefully, Japan wil take the initiative in tackling this crucial problem at the

coming Summit because Japan has the financial power to lead the world in order to save human beings from this crisis.

was contributed in June, 2000.)

(3This essay

The answer to the theme of this manuscript “Who Feeds the Earth?” is neither “God” nor “Luck’; it should be human beings

themselves.
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The Natural Life of Muslims:
The natural environment of Egypt
and the daily life of Muslims - 1

Kaoru Gonjo (Japan)

Nowadays Islam, which has a
billion followers all over the
wotld, is globally spreading.  When
it comes to Muslims, people have an
image of cruelty. It is well known
that when the Wotld Cup soccer
elimination tournament was held in
Qatar in the autumn of 1993, they
said to their soccer players “If you
lose, you will be killed by whipping!”
And it is true that we often hear
news of acts of terrorism cartried
out by Islamic Fundamentalist
groups or of the Palestine issue in
Israel.

However, few people have a
chance to know about the daily life
of Muslim people. 1 had a chance
to live in the Sinai Peninsula, Egypt
for a month on a work project.
This experience gave me a glimpse
of the true life of Muslims. It is
very different from the picture of
these people which we get from the
West. There were lots of things
that surprised and moved me
because of the differences from
Japanese society. If I were to sum
up my impression in a phrase, it
would be “natural life style” 1
explored a part of their life and tried
to find out the reason why they
could live in an unstrained life.

<The region and the life>
(1) Cairo city life with much dust
and great pride

Cairo is the biggest city in Africa
enveloped in noise and dust. So
many cars are running on the main
road, but none of them will stop
even for a traffic light.

would wonder how people could get

A Japanese
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across the road. Turning up the
bottom of national costume,
Gallabiya, how easily they walk across
through a crowd of cars. 50 to
60% of men are wearing Gallabia.
Anyway, I should mention city life.
Men look very smart in pressed
shirts.

western clothes but cover their hair

Some women wear ordinary

with a shawl, some women, just like
in Saudi Arabia, wear black clothes
that cover them from head to toe.
Only their eyes can be seen which
makes them look like crows.

The transportation consists of
buses,

streetcars, a vety short

distance subway and taxis. Buses
never actually stop. People jump
onto and off them through gaping
holes where there should be doors
and windows. One wonders
whether passengers who are hanging
on outside will pay for the ride or
not. But they never cheat because
they are prideful race, though some
people may justify not paying by
thinking they are not really getting
I still don’t know the
right answer. The streetcars are
very dirty and look as if Tokyo
metropolitan Arakawa Line tramcars

had been destroyed and pulled out

on the bus.

of muddy water. There were few
passengers in the train. A fat old
lady like Konishikis mother was in
the car. 1 was convinced that
streetcars were for those who are
too weak to jump onto a bus.

The average marrying age for
men is around 35, and marriages
between cousins are very common.
It is very difficult to get married
earlier since bridal money is
extremely high and it takes long time
to save it up. The compensation
of divorce is decided before one
gets married. Arabian names
consist of a person’s given name,

father’s name and grandfathet’s
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South Wind
name. They don’t change their
family name after marriage nor call
the partners parents mother or

father but call them aunt or uncle.

(2)Sacedi is a farmer who
benefits from the Nile.
Saeedi, meaning  “the  south,”

indicates a farmer living inland up
the Nile.
the meaning of “yokel” People in

The word also includes

Caito say, “Saeedi are noisy and
On the other hand, Saeedi
disparage them as cowards. The

savage.”

confrontation between the south
and the north is a very deeply
ingrained problem.

Wotkmen with whom 1 stayed
at the site of the ruins for one
month were migrant workers. It is
much better working within their
country than working in the
oil-producing country such as Saudi
Arabia. Women are very
important labor so that the bridal
money is not as much as that in
Cairo and the average marrying age
for men is much lower than in Cairo.
In addition, they love their family
very much.  When I ask about their
“Madame” (which is what they call
their wives), the stern face always
falls into a smile.

(3) The descendant of the caravan is a taxi driver: the life of Bedouin

(nomads)

Many desetts lie to the west of the Nile and in Sinai Peninsula.  The policy of
settling the nomads of the desert, Bedouins, is being carfied out by the
government of Hgypt.
of trades.

Mecca ot journeys telated to trade rather than nomadism related to the raising

Sinai Peninsula has been a very important crossroads
Bedouins wete otiginally occupied in caravans for the pilgtimage to

of sheep. But nowadays many people are working as taxi or bus drivers.
Thete ate lots of people who don't settle down, and live in ragged tents in the
desert whete the hot wind blows.

I was moved by this life. How strong a

human being is! It is beyond my understanding that they can stay there
without doing anything all day long,

« - to be continued -

o N

[translated by: Y. Morishital
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Recipe
Cool Udon (Japanese thick noodle)
with baked miso (bean paste) on top

Ms. Kumiko SAKATA (Japan)

| introduce a couple of simple and
easy dishes for such a hot and humid
uncomfortable Japanese summer.

Ingredients (serving 4)

4 eggplants

3 green peppers

10 aojiso (Japanese herbs)

1 burdock

1 broken piece of ginger

5q dried bonito

some Edamame (green soybeans)

a proper quality of Udon (thick noodle)

3 tablespoons miso (bean paste)

3 tablespoons sesame oil

2 tablespoons parched white sesame

some shouyu (soysauce) for smelling

some sake

some sweetened sake

some aji-no-moto
seasoning)

(Japanese

Preparation
1. Mince all vegetables, but green

soybeans.

2. Heat a frying pan with sesame
oiland fry the minced vegetable
well.

3. Add sake, sweetened sake and
miso (bean paste)and cook slowly
with feeble flame.

4, Coming to a boil, add dried bonito
and cook til the stock is to be
gone.

5. Boil green soybeans and husk.

6. Add soysauce, aji-no-moto and
parched sesame in the pan and
stir well.

7. Let cool the boiled noodles using
cold water, and place on the plate
and serve with the baked miso
and green soybeans topping on.

NB. You may serve the baked

miso on cool tofu (bean curdjor on

cooked rice.
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South Wind

*¥Hot,but Cool cucumber???*
Ingredients

4 or 5 cucumbers

2 red peppers (cayenne)

2 tablespoons sesame oil

4 tablespoons soysauce

2 tablespoons vinegar

1 tablespoon sugar

1/3 teaspoon salt

Preparation
1. Cut cucumbers in 4 or 5cm,and

cut each lengthwise in quarter.

2. Cutred peppers slantwise in half.

3. Mix all the seasonings in a bow,
and set aside.

4. Heat a frying pan with sesame oail,
and fry red pepper, and then fry
cucumbers very quickly.

5. Add the mixed seasonings, again
very quickly. Then transfer the
cucumbers into a container with
rid on and leave in the fridge for a
few hours.

N.B. Be careful not cook cucumbers

too long. You may use cabbage or

Chinese cabbage instead. You may

keep the cooked cucumber in a fridge

for a week or so, as taste will stay.
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Your Contribution is Welcome

By exchanging all kinds of various
opinions with people those who have
different cultures or backgrounds in the
“South Wind,” we hope we are able to
recognize diversity of our society and
deepen our mutual understanding and
friendship with each other. Please take full
advantage of this opportunity to express
your opinions!

How to contribute:

Please write your essay in Japanese,
English or Chinese.

To send at:

C/O South Wind Editorial Room,

Minato International Association

Minato City Hall 8 Floor, 1-5-25
Shibakoen, Minato-ku, Tokyo

1058511 (Fax: 03-3578-3537)
E-mail: s:wind@minato-int-assn.gr.jp
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Profile
Editorial Room, South Wind

In this issue, we would like to
introduce Mr. Nong Chen, an active
Chinese volunteer in our Association.

Self-introduction
Mr. Nong Chen (China)

Seven or eight years ago when I
was studying at the University

of Tokyo, I sometimes visited the
Minato library, where 1 learned
about the Minato International
Association.  And
participated in LR] (Let’s Rediscover
Japan) for the first time, Mr
Matsumoto was introducing Kedb,

when 1

or Japanese fencing. LR] activities
have been very useful for me in
English and in
understanding Japanese culture.

At the request of Ms. Tsukuda
who belongs to the same group, 1

practicing

later made a speech about Chinese
subjects in English and interpreted a
lecture on the Chinese spirit
indicator (gigong). Since then, as a
volunteer, I have been helping with
Chinese translation for South Wind
at the request of MIA. So far I have
translated several Japanese articles
into Chinese. In the past, I had some
experience in English translation for
a newspaper organization in China,
at the chief editors request. My
English ability is not that good to
make publication. So, I hope writers
and readers will correct my mistakes
with  their

cooperation.

knowledge  and

My original purpose in
studying English was for the tests at
school. When I had just begun
learning the ABC’s of English in
junior high school, the English
teacher took time off because of
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illness. That was why I was forced to
interrupt my study of English. By
starting again from the beginning in
senior high school, I was able to
obtain a sufficient score for English
at the University of Science and
Technology of China (USTC).

Just before I graduated from
graduate school, I made an effort to
brush up my English again to study
abroad, and also practiced English
conversation at a circle being held in
the patk. These efforts were made
in order to pass an examination for a
graduate school in America. As 1
was granted a scholarship in Japan
just 10 days ecatlier than one in
Ametica, however, I decided to
study at the University of Tokyo in

SN F e RRYMNEEFEN]
HEARK?

Japan.  Ten years have already

passed since then.

When 1 artived in Japan for the first time, 1 was surptised to see kanji
As I couldn’t read ot speak Japanese, I had
At that time, the professors teaching Electronics at

written everywhere on the streets.
many bitter expetiences.
the University wrote kanji on the board and it worked for me as Japanese
language classroom. TV in my home played the part of my private teacher
for Japanese language, and Japanese students in the laboratory were my
advisors for Japanese conversation.

Furthermore, 1 gladly participated in international interchange activities
such as Japanese home visits, and was able to overcome the difficulties of
language little by little.
papers in English, so Japanese composition was still weak for me before

At the University, I was allowed to write reports and

graduation.

Since I have been employed, I have had to speak Japanese all the time.
Most Japanese people are modest, but exaggeratedly praise foreigners who
speak the Japanese language. Fortunately, the chief of the education
department of the company was outspoken, and one day when I met him after
finishing an English test for new employees, I was very surprised to his
comment “Your English is very good but your Japanese is bad.”  Since then, I
have made an effort to speak Japanese and use terms of respect carefully.

When I met the chief again after a while, I was asked, “How are your” 1
replied “Thanks to you I'm fine”” Then he said, “Why do you use such
Japanese? ‘That French person often uses the same phrase, too”  Of course,
I understand that the simple phrase I used is not grammatically wrong, but is
inappropriate in the way of expression. The difficulties of foreign languages,
I realize, are involved with the “foreign™ part of foreign languages. Does
anyone who is interested in foreign languages agtree with me?

[Translated by: N. Narita]
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A Look into Minato City
The Tombs of the Feudal Lords
2
The Tombs of Lord Mizunoya

Mr. Koichi Naka (Japan)

This month, lets  wvisit
Sengakuji Temple, one of
the three well-known Buddhist
temples in Minato City that I
mentioned in the last issue of South
Wind No26. 1 would like to tell
you a story about the families of
Lord Asano and Lotd Mizunoya,
and “Onihei — the Merciless Cop
Heizo” Sengaku-ji Temple is well
known for its graveyard where the
heroes of “Chushingura — the
Revenge of the 47 Samurais” are
butied, but this time I would like to
tell you about the tomb associated
with the story of “Onihei.”

Do you know anything about
“Onthei”?  This is the name of the
hero from the novel “Onihei Cop
Journal” written by Shotaro Ikenami.
character,
Hasegawa, was the chief of police

The  main Heizo
and was feared by arsonists and
burglars duting the last part of the
Edo period, hence, they called him
“Onthei — the Merciless Cop.”
One hundred and thirty four stoties
appeared as a setial in a monthly
magazine for 12 years, and were later
compiled into 24 volumes of pocket
books, which became best sellets.
The stoties have been dramatized in
a popular TV series. The fourth
person to play the role of “Onihei”
at present is the handsome actor
Kichiemon.
the original novel, you may be
familiar with the TV character of
“Onihei.”

Heizo Hasegawa was a real cop

If you havent read

who was in charge of arsons and

burglary for eight years from 1787.
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His team was established especially;
separate  from the conventional
jutistic organ called ‘Bugyo-sho”; to
arrest and sentence arsonists and
burglars who threatened the citizens
of Edo, ancient Tokyo.
story was tevived in modern times
by the author Ikenami, who had
discovered  this

historical records.

Heizos

character  from
Today, Heizo
has become so popular as to
genetate the study of “Oniheilogy,”
whete people study the novel to
distinguish the historical facts from
fictitious ones and trace in a group
the actual sites cotresponding to
those in the city of Edo, which are
mentioned in the stories.
An expert on “Oniheilogy” is
M. Tadahisa Nishio, an instructor at
the Tamagawa Art University. He
has already published quite a few
books on “Oniheilogy” and is often
invited to speak about this topic.
Last spring, Mr. Nishio gave a
lecture about “Oniheilogy” at the
Senior Citizen’s class organized by
Minato City. The group, led by Mr
Nishio,
Sengakugi Temple.
Sengakuji Temple belongs to a

took an excursion to

Zen sect, who is not prepared to
answer any questions about the
graves enclosed in its precinct,
probably due to its high respect for
the families of its Buddhist
According to historical
archives, the temple was originally

Supporters.

located near Reinanzaka-slope, until
it was rebuilt at the present site by
the dectee of the Third Shogun
Temitsu, in collaboration with five
feudal lords, Mizunoya, Asano, Mo,
Kuchiki and Hirano.

Finally we visit the tomb of
Lord Mizunoya. Facing the
enclosure of the graves of The 47
Samurai Revengets, you find to the

right a small hill reserved for the
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graveyard of the temple. The
fence is padlocked to keep out

visitors who  havent sought
permission from the temple’s
ownetrs. Thanks to Mr. Nishio’s

wife’s influence at the temple, the
Minato
members were allowed to enter and
offer flowers to the tombs of Lord
Mizunoya’s family.

The path in the graveyard goes

Senior  Citizens  class

up past the dense woodland situated
on the left. After a climb of some
50 meters, you find to the right,
steep, ascending stone steps.  Walk
up a few steps, and you will find the
graveyard for Lord Mizunoya’s
family, enclosed in an area of about
8 squate meters, with a low stone
fence on the left side. There is a
pair of square tombstones made
from granite; the one on the left is
some 3-meters high, and the other
on the right is less than 1 meter high.
Both tombstones have epitaphs
engraved with the kanji characters
declaring “The Grave for the
The smaller

one was built during the Showa

Mizunoya Family.”

petiod, but because of the erosion
on the bigger tombstone we cannot

make out clearly what the epitaph

says, except for the year “1861,” which was when it was built, probably to

replace the older tombstones.

Appatently the family’s descendants visit from

time to time, so the graveyard is kept neat and clean.
Mizunoya used to be the lord with 50,000 gk worth of land in the

province of Matsuyama (today known as Takahashi City in Okayama
In 1693, when the then lord passed away one of his kin was
adopted as his successor, and an application was made to the Tokugawa

prefecture).

Shogunate to acknowledge the adoption.

However, one month later, the new Lord Mizunoya also suddenly died.
Since the death occurred while the procedure for the adoption of the successor
had not been completed, the Tokugawa Shogunate was determined to
disqualify the familys right to succession. Lord Asano was commanded to
dispatch members, including Oishi Kuranosuke, to take over the Castle of the
late Lord Mizunoya.

Eight years later, it was Lord Asano who was condemned to death
following the famous incident at Edo Castle and consequently his family’s title

14
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was also taken away. Its an ironical coincidence that Lord Asano and his
faithful 47 followers were buried in Sengakuji Temple where Lord Mizunoya is
now testing.  Was it because the late family of Lotd Mizunoya invited them
to share their similar and lamentable fate?

Let me tell you another peculiar coincidence relating to the 47 Samurais’
Revenge story. A doctor treated their enemy, Lord Kira, when he was hurt
by Asano at Edo Castle. And this doctor and Kira are now resting in peace
in the same Manshoin Temple located at Kamitakada in Nakano-ku. Is the
doctor still taking care of Kira whose head was separated from his body by the
revengers?

A younger brother of the late Lord Mizunoya was later bestowed 3000
goku and a post as Hatamoto—samurai, directly employed by the Shogun.
One of his grandsons, Mizunoya Isenokami Katsuhisa, was in charge of the
office responsible for the cate of the Shogun’ family, for 11 years. This
Mizunoya was the boss of Heizo Hasegawa. At the age of 29, Heizo was
given a post as a member of the Mizunoya group to work in the Edo Castle
for the first ime.  His boss, Mizunoya took good care of him and supported
his promotion.

In addition to their working relationship, they also shared a historical
connection. When the family of the late Mizunoya lost their heritage, most
of their samurai followers had no choice but to leave their land as “Ronin” and
look for a new master. A certain Mihara was one of them. One of
Mihara’s daughters served the family of Hasegawa and was martied to the
third son of her master and gave birth to a son who later became the father of
Heizo. Thus, Heizo had a connection to his boss’ great-grandfather, Lord
Mizunoya. Does this fact prove that the bureaucracy consisted of cliques in
Edo petiod as it does today?

The Minato Senior Citizen’s class members offered flowers and in turn
poured a dipper of water over the tombstones of the Mizunoya family, before
joining their palms in prayer. They then descended the slope. The
graveyard for Lord Asano and his 47 faithful followers peeped out of the thick
greenery.

Three hundred years have passed since the incident during the Genroku
petiod and it has been 200 years since the time of Heizo. The Edo petiod
seems to be in a remote past, but here in the precinct of Sengakuji Temple, it
is still vividly alive.

For your information, there are more than eleven tombs of feudal lords
in Sengakuji.

[translated by: Y. Nakano]
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All Directions of Bangkok
From Thailand — A Pleasing Country
@

Challenger

Mr.Masami IWAFUNE
(Japan)

[Written on June 5]

MK is one of the “family
restaurants’ specializing in
Thai-style Sukiyaki.

are faitly reasonable compared to

Prices there

those in restaurants for foreign
people and the taste is authentic. A
huge “discount shop” Lotus by
name, opened at the corner of
Rama IV Pd. and Sukhumvit soi this
April 26, and one of the MK shops
occupied the first floor in a marked
mannet. 'The menus here are full
of pictures and so much the better
for English and Japanese written
I'd like you all to
Quite a

next to Thai
come and enjoy this place.
few Thai people come with their
entire families.

kids come one by one to show off

It’s amusing to see

their brand-new toys. Waiters and
waitresses amuse them neglecting
their work. Well, is there anything
more important than playing with
happy kids?  Mai pen rai (1o probiem).
By the way, “Soi” is a side road
branching from a main street.

You can enjoy yam cha, here in
MK. I went along with my wife
and her friend, Ms. N, when they
went shopping at the Lotus. My
underlying motive was that we
would enjoy yam cha after the
shopping.  The ceiling of the grand
Lotus is an ample 10 meters high
and lines of display shelves are a
good 5 meters in height. It was the
first experience for me to look up at
huge walls of toilet paper facing me.
Shop clerks fill up the shelves with
goods by riding a small crane.  Ms.
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South Wind

N’ husband is a tepresentative of a
She is a

beautiful woman with a slender face

Japanese company.

and has a clear-cut and definite
personality.  Her way of shopping
is so smart that she somehow makes
herself understood speaking Kansai
dialect when stuck for a Thai word.

The shopping reached a stage where
we could take a rest and we wete
enjoying steamed shrimp dumplings,
fried spring roll, and fluffy buns
when Ms. N started, “I went to
Pattaya with my friend the other
day” “Yeah, yeah, did you have
fun?”  “We drove a hard bargain
with a taxi-driver” “Yes?” “The
driver spoke Northern Thai and it
Yet we didn’t mind
anyway.” (Note: Northern Thai is
quite different from standard Thai
both in  pronunciaton  and
vocabulary)  “OK.”  “Then the
driver went into a strange ptivate
house on the way”” “What?” “I
yelled at him, ‘Oh, deat! Whete on
earth are you going?  No, no, aren’t
you heading for Pattaya”’ but the
driver kept making rapid progress
“Oh, nol”
“Then a strange-looking man came

puzzled us.

into the house”

out of the house. 1 wondered
what would happen while he was

2

waving a brochure at us.
“.. (sllence)”
and said something, which sounded
like, “Why dont you try
scuba-diving?” or things like that”’
“Uh-huh.””  “I said, No, way! Start
right away and take us to Pattayal’

“He showed it to us

Then the driver became obedient
and we reached our destination.”
“...(after silence) I'm glad you are
safe. It must've been very scary”
“Yes, I was afraid that we could be
killed, but we are safe and sound,
after all” “The drver may have
wanted to get some kickback from

easy marks?”  “Yeah, it maybe
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because we knocked down the price.
My friend said she wouldn’t make a
trip with me any more. I always
show teckless wvalor, she said.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha!”  “Can I put this
episode in my essay, N?”  “Why
not? 1 come across lots of
happenings. Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha!”
Ms. N’ narration of her own
personal  expetience  continued.
She and her friend were on the
highway hurrying by taxi to the
airport not to be late for the
Suddenly a load
like a tangerine box fell from a truck
Seeing that, the
driver tried to bring the taxi to a

departure time.
in front of us.

sudden stop, but it went past by
some 200 meters since the car had
been running so fast. He ran like a
shot along the highway to the fallen
load leaving Ms. N and her friend in
the car. He came back with the
box in his arms wearing a big joyful
smile. He handed the box over to
Ms. Ns friend who was sitting in the
assistant driver’s seat, and resumed
Ms. N and

her friend were wortied about the

driving in high spirits.

time but curious about the contents
of the box as well. When they
asked if they could see inside, the
drver smiling said “No”. “I'm
sure he was going to convert it into
money somewhere and maybe he
was afraid of its being taken away by
us if he opened the box. Anyhow
I didn't like the idea of making a
rapid stop on the highway” My
wife and I nodded strongly at Ms
N% last remarks as we sipped our
Chinese tea.

[translated by: M. Kawashima]
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A Letter from New Zealand
@15)
Hello From Aotearoa

Ms. Yayoi SOTOISHI (JAPAN)
yayoi@hello.to

[Written on June 7]

In just  two  months,
kaleidoscopic happenings such

as the emergency hospitalization of
the late Prime Minister Obuchi, the
succession to the Prime Ministership
of Mr. Mori, the dissolution of the
House of Reptesentatives and
subsequent election have taken place
in the Japanese political world. In
Fiji, a small country in the southern
hemisphere far from Japanese
politics, an armed group stormed
Parliament on May 19, occupied the
building and took the Members of
Patliament and Prime Minister
hostage. A condition of social
untest continues. The Tijian
political feud has its origin in discord
between indigenous Fijians and
ethnic Indians. The dissatisfaction
of native Fijians, who comprise 51%
of the total population against 44%
ethnic Indians, stems from the
ethnic Indians’ domination of the
financial field since British colonial
times. Fijian  dissatisfaction
exploded in a short period of time
and has developed into domestic
warfate.

Since New Zealand is a
multi-cultural country, too, quite a
few people who live here emigrated
from their native countties as
refugees. As I myself live in New
Zealand, where it is usually pretty
calm, I feel anxious and do not think
of the situation as someone else’s
affair when a coup d’état related to
racial problems is staged. This is
because the opinion held by the
armed group has something in
common with that of the Maori,
considering their standpoint.

Even now, the “Treaty of
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Waitangi’ concluded in 1840
sometimes becomes a focal point in
Patliament. Today 1 will omit the
details of the Treaty. Basically the
content of both translated versions
of the Treaty (English and Maori)
should have been the same but after
the conclusion of the Treaty, the
Maori  disagreed ~ with  the
Interpretation, so some parts of the
Treaty were amended.  However, a
complete restoration of Maori rights
scemed to be difficult under the
Commonwealth occupation. (By the
way, this is my personal opinion so
please do not misconstrue it as a
general opinion here).

The temperature in Japan has
been getting higher and higher day
by day On the contrary, New
Zealand has been heading for winter,
with longer nighttime hours. I
want to stretch my legs in the warm
“kotatsu” (a Japanese foot warmer
with a quilt over it) and share a
Japanese “nabe” (food cooked in a
pot at the table) with friends to
warm my chilled body. However,
since we have no “kotatsu” hete, we
sit around a table in the garage and
have a batbecue party with a
charcoal fire. It sounds just like the
New Zealanders’ version of a
hibachi, doesn’t it?

Japanese here are one of the
minortities of Asian descent.

I am, of course, one of them

and I want to help people and the community, so I try to participate in
voluntary activities as much as I can. At a garage batbecue party held the
other day, one of the leaders of kendo (Japanese fencing) told us about the
problem of students who cannot practice propetly at the training hall because
they cannot buy the expensive kendo protector.

The instructor wondered and said, “The protector can be used
throughout one’s life, but the cost is not negligible. 1 think they should have
protectors that are not used now in Japan...” I could only nod my head and
agree with his words.  The life style of people in New Zealand is simple and
we take good cate of old things. We never consider throwing anything useful
away because it is old or because we bought a new one.

Other reasons, I believe, are that most of our goods, from industrial
products on down, are imported and that we have enough space to keep things
and support the spitit of saving,

I spent half of last year in Japan. I felt confused when I saw the
Japanese people throwing away still-usable goods as large-sized discarded
articles.

What we can do as individuals is limited, but sometimes I would like to
introduce what we need here in New Zealand through “KOSATEN,” one of
MIASs publications, in order to re-utilize not the garbage, but the still-usable
goods from now on. I would like to ask your generous coopetation.

[translated by: Y. Tsukuda]
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South Wind

A Letter
from the U.S.A.
(26)
‘“Barbecue”

Ms. STEPHENS Harumi

[Jury 4, 2000]
Late spring, first graders and
freshmen begin  to  feel
comfortable in their new schools in
Japan.
beginning of the graduation season.

In the States, it is the

The majority of schools in the States
ate closed for a long summer
vacation by the first or second week
Although

summer begins much eatlier on

of June every year.

calendar, for students, real summer
starts when schools are closed for
When  real
summer statts for students, the real

summer vacation.

season for barbecue also starts.
Americans love barbecue. A
typical Ametican houschold usually
owns a batbecue grill I do not
know exactly how many American
households own a barbecue grill
However, if you have a backyard,
chances are you own a barbecue
grill

Barbecue is also typically
known as a cooking method for
men. In a typical American
household, the father who may be
lost in the kitchen with pots and
pans can show off his cooking skills
by grilling meat outside. In fact,
ordinary hamburgers and hot-dogs
taste better when grilled over
charcoal fire. Cooking in a kitchen
on a hot summer day can be a
torture, especially in the South. By
grilling outside, the house stays cool.
The wife also stays cool, since
grilling is typically the man’s job.
Kids have fun watching hot-dogs
and hamburgers being grilled on
charcoal.  Having time to have
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conversation with his kids is another
benefit of dad grilling for dinner.
During summer, on eatly evenings,
fathers can gain their points every
time they light up charcoal or gas
grills.

People who take barbecue
sefiously ~ distinguish  barbecuing
from grilling,  Cooking hamburgers
and hot-dogs or any kind of meat or
vegetable over high heat for a short
petiod of time is called grilling,
Barbecuing is when meat is cooked
slowly over low heat. The meat
that has been barbecued usually
becomes very tender and has a nice
smoky flavor. A few months ago,
my husband and I had a chance to
spectacular

barbecue party we have ever been

attend the most

invited to. The party was hosted
by a couple of barbecue experts
who regulatly participate in two of
the most famous annual barbecue
contests in the States and have won
prizes. For their guests at the patty,
they had batbecued three whole pigs
for hours in the back yard. A 200
Lb. plus sized pig that came out of
the batbecue pit was totally black
from its nose to its tail after
overnight preparation. Under the
blackened hard skin, it was the most
tender and flavorful meat I have ever
tasted. It was a spectacular sight
and an exceptional gastronomic
experience for me.

Each yeat, barbecue contests
ate held everywhere in the States.
Each contest is unique as there are
different categories of competitions,
such as potk, beef, poultry, sauce,
Among those, the
cook-off in  Memphis,

and desert...
annual
Tennessee is the largest annual pork
batbecue contest listed by The
Guinness Book of Records.  Every
year, this competition that is strictly
for potk batbecue draws 90,000
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cooks and spectators. There are
more than 100 barbecue restaurants
in Memphis. In Memphis, they
take batbecue
Historians trace Memphis’ pork

seriously.

batbecue roots to settlers in the eatly
1800%.  They believe that the
people who moved from Virginia
and the Carolinas to Memphis
brought their smoking method of
cuting potk. Even today, Virginia
and the Carolinas are famous for
their traditionally prepared hams.
Pigs were the most commonly raised
farm animals in Vitginia and the
Carolinas. 'The people who moved
to Memphis from Louisiana brought
their hot sauces and spices. The
great batbecue of Memphis was
created as the tesult of those
influences from the two different
regions. If you have a chance to
visit the South, you might want to
include Memphis as a city to visit to

taste its serious barbecue.
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Post-script

he Editorial Room of South Wind

has always welcomed readers’
opinions and reactions conceming the
articles presented in this quarterly.
And while | don't know why, but you
may be aware that there are more
articles contributed from overseas, than
fom within Japan.  We have
presented some of these reports from
the “Foreign Comespondent” serially,
with which our readers must be familiar
by now.

A recent reaction about one of
these series, however, surprised us.
A reader called us and said that the
‘Foreign Correspondent’ series gives
the impression that the reporter bears il
feeling toward the country where she
now stays and that this kind of report is
not appropriate to appear in the
quarterly of an organization such as
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Minato Intemational Association, which
aims to promote ideal and friendly
cultural exchanges of the world. As
these comments were made by phone,
| regret that we cannot publish the
reader’s comments in full.

But what do other readers think?
Do you believe that a person ventures
to stay in a country that he or she bears
ill feeling toward, choosing this
particular country from so many
others? My personal belief is that all
reports from our “foreign
correspondents” are based upon their
love toward the people and the country
where they now live. They try to
convey to those of us in Japan what
they see, hear and feel conceming the
community and the people that they
come in contact with while living in a
foreign country. And furthermore,
their observations about their own
home country are the kind that you can
only make objectively when you are
away from your loved and familiar
homeland.  Naturally, all these reports
represent the personal values of each
reporter and are to be read by readers
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accordingly. It should be needless to
say that a basic principle for good interational exchange is that every one respects
the different values that each individual perceives in different cultural backgrounds.

If indeed you do find any biased view or misunderstanding in our “Foreign
Correspondent” reports, we are more than happy to receive your written comments.
Itis our endeavour to make South Wind an agent for exposing our readers to a variety
of values and to provide the opportunity to leam about different cultural perceptions
and different cultural heritage and customs.

mER | PEHET South Wind is supposed to function as a crossroads for differing ideas and
reader’s opinions.  We look forward to the different and new values that will continue
Q to be presented in our quarterly in the future.
r—— Yoshiko Nakano, Editor in Chief
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